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and preach these truths in our beloved Church. 
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My Dear Lord Bishop, 
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G. OBOWTHBB SMITH. 
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PEEPACE. 



There is, in the Church of Christ, a spirit of deep 
anxiety concerning the development of a higher spiri- 
tual life. The eagerness with which books of a truly 
spiritual character are purchased and read is some 
indication of this. This little work aims to contribute, 
in some humble measure, to the nurture and growth of 
the life that is spiritual. It is composed under the 
belief that nothing will accomplish that end but a real 
union with the living Saviour, and that He has revealed 
Himself to us in various titles and relationships to meet 
our necessities, and by them to unite us more closely to 
Himself. 

Those titles and relations have a deeper significance 
than appears on the surface. They meant much more 
to the inspired writers of the Bible than we now seem 
to understand by them. The following chapters are an 
attempt to unfold something of their spiritual meaning. 

The Holy Spirit of Gbd can alone reveal the deep 
things of Christ to the individual heart, but yet He can 
and will bless any human effort to the same end. 
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The importance of an actual realization of our vital 
interest in Christ is generally acknowledged ; hut to 
all who have struggled to attain this, and to those alone, 
the difficulty of arriving at this goal, and of remaining 
there, is also known e£nd felt. The one great answer 
to that difficulty, it is helieved, is to he found in 
rightly comprehending the Mness of Christ, as He is 
revealed in the relations He sustains to His people. In 
them we see the suitahility of the Saviour to our hourly 
necessities. As we receive Him in these varied rela- 
tions, we are raised to a higher piety ; we are delivered 
firom the ahyss of douht, of wretchedness, of sin ; we 
live, move, and have our heing in Him. 

And as we continue to emhrace Christ in these rela- 
tions we are more and more amazed at His infinite 
fulness. His love and care for His people, and His 
ahility to meet all their necessities. 

But this implies the continual annihilation of self 
and the exaltation of Christ. Any effort, therefore, 
that tends to aid the Christian in this, to hring him 
nearer to Christ, and to hring Christ nearer to him, will 
assuredly he welcomed hy the spiritual and devout. 

In this helief the Author prayerfully commits this 
work to Him who has said, " Cast thy hread upon the 
waters, for thou shalt find it after many days." 
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THE FULNESS OF JESUS. 



CHAPTER I. 

A KNOWLEDGE OF CHEIST. 



Phil. hi. 10. — " That I may know Him." 

2 Peter hi. 18.—" Grow in the knowledge of our Lord 
and SaTiour Jesus Christ." 

John xvii. 8. — ** That they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

It is too often assumed, even among Christians, 
that we know all about Christ. Is it not taken for 
granted that, when we have believed in the facts 
of His life, death, and resurrection, and understood 
their spiritual meaning — that He suffered thus as 
our substitute— that this is knowing Christ? BxLi 
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when we even know Him thus, is this knowing 
Him? Surely not; His ftdness is infinite. To 
know Him fully and perfectly may well be regarded 
as the best employment of a whole life. 

"We may know Him as the atonement for sin, 
and as the sinner's subsitute, aud still be ignorant 
of Him in many aspects and relations of His 
character in which it is of the greatest importance 
we should know Him. "We may, for example, 
have learnt to believe in Christ as our Saviour 
from sin and its consequences, and yet be cast 
down through fear of death, because we have not 
sufficiently known or believed in Him as the resur- 
rection and the life, so as to enable us, by the 
knowledge of Him in this aspect, to overcome the 
fear of death ; or, in our worldly trouble, we may 
not have looked to Him as our living Comforter, 
who says, " Let not your heart be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in me;'* "Cast all 
your care upon me." 

There is not a state or mood of sorrow, of in- 
ability, or unhappiness, but there is a revelation of 
Christ to suit exactly that state or mood. To dis- 
cover how the living Saviour is suited to those 
varied moods is the discipline and work of a life. 
Endless as seem the phases of our experience, the 
infinite fulness of Jesus more than answers to them 
alL To know this is " to know the only true Qod, 
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and Jesus Christ, whom He has sent.'* This is 
what St. Paul desired when he said, " That I may 
know Him ;'' " That I may win Christ ;" " Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have ap- 
prehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
which is in Christ Jesus." This was the language of 
an inspired Apostle ; and yet tee sometimes imagine 
all is attained, and that we know all about Jesus, 
because we know Him in one aspect or relation. 
This is as absurd as for a child, who has read 
some of the New Testament narratives, to say, 
"^^Oh, I know all about them." The scholar, 
the student, feels even Ibe has not yet understood 
all their meaning. But, though the scholar may 
know this, it is hard to make the child feel it ; and 
the Christian who supposes he knows all about 
Ohrist is just like that child ; and, though divines 
and even angels may feel, respecting such a Chris- 
tian, as we do about such a child, yet it is difficult 
to lead the Christian to see and feel his ignorance 
of Christ. If we felt this more, in what a diflferent 
spirit should we open the Bible, attend ^IV Q.^^^ 
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ordiaances, and wait upon Him in prayer ! We 
tave only begun to know Christ when we know 
Him as the Saviour who gives us peace and rest. 
We must advance to the knowledge of Him as not 
only able continually to give us this rest and peace, 
but to increase it to the highest joy. We have yet 
to learn,, by actual experience, the tenderness and 
depths of His love, the extent of His forbearance, 
the riches of His goodness, the perfection of His 
sympathy, the real might of His help, the reality 
of His presence,, the immensity of His blessings, the 
rich stores and abundant supplies of His grace, 
that He will enable us to be mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds, and, in His 
name and in His strength, to effect great conquests 
over ourselves and the world, and to attain to 
heights of holiness until we are conformed to His 
image. Thus may we learn that His fulness can 
and will supply aU our emptiness and need. His 
strength can become ours in our weakness, His 
light ours in darkness. His peace ours in disquiet. 
His joy ours in sorrow. And thus all our varied 
phases and experiences and moods must and will 
centre around the living Saviour, and lead us to be 
united ever with Him. 

All the names and titles given to Jesus by the 
Holy Spirit in His Word (between three and four 
hundred) have this purpose in view — so to exhibit 
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Christ to US, in diflferent relations, that we may 
come to know Him. Probably, also, many, if not 
all, of the experiences of our Uves are permitted 
and sent for this purpose — ^that we may know the 
infinite fulness and preciousness there is in the 
almighty loving Saviour. It Was Christ's most 
fervent prayer, even for His loved disciples, that 
they might know Him. It was the object of the 
most ardent ambition of an inspired Apostle, who 
had even seen and believed in Christ, that he might 
know Him. Angels desire to look into these things, 
that they may know Him. May it not well be the 
purpose of our lives, the object of our holiest 
ambition, of our most ardent study, most fervent 
desires and prayers, that we may know Him, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has 
sent? 



CHAPTER IL 

THE REALITY OF HIS PRESENCE, 



Matt, xxviii. 20. — " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." 

John xiy. 23. — "If a man love me, he will keep my words : 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him." 

Gal. ii. 20. — " Christ liveth in me." 

It is acknowledged there is a great difference in 
the influence exerted by belief in creeds and doc- 
trines, and by belief in a living person. The 
influence of belief in a living person seems to be 
not only what we most want, but what exerts a 
great influence over us. Hence we find all the 
inspired writers present a person — Christ Jesus, the 
living Saviour — ^before us ; the Apostles especially 
do this. We know ourselves how little influence 
a mere abstraction exerts upon us; but the presence 
of a living person is often very powerful. The 
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entrance even of one friend into a little company, 
or a room, is often sensibly felt. So the presenco 
of Jesus is no less real, though we cannot sco 
Him. We are conscious when He is present by 
the influence He exerts. When He is permitted 
to dwell in the heart sin departs, guilty fears all 
vanish, there is no more thought of condemna- 
tion, every cloud of despondency is dispersed, 
and peace and hope and joy assert their right 
and reign. 

The Saviour ever Uveth. True, we think of Him 
as in heaven^ but He lives none the less here upon 
the earth. His presence can be realized and 
enjoyed by us all. Why do we realize the presenco 
of the Saviour so little P Since He is a spirit, He is 
capable of being carried into all that we do. Why 
do we not so carry Him P The cause cannot be in 
Christ. He says, " I am with you alway ;" " I 
will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you.** 
If there is one thing plainer than another in Scrip- 
ture, it is the willingness of Christ to give alway- 
His own presence to His people. He loves to dwell 
in the human heart. He made it for His temple 
and dwelling-place, and when defiled He deter- 
mined to purify it, so that He might come and dwell 
in it again. 

And how blessed a thing is it always to realize 
this presence — continually to have tha ^^.^^ssj^^n^ss- 
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ness of it ! It may be with more or loss distinctness 
or power, but it is not impossible, as some imagine. 
Just as we have the consciousness of our own being, 
so we can have the consciousness of the being of 
Christ in us. Should we like to say at any moment, 
at any given period of ou]^ lives, "Now we can do 
without Christ " P Surely not ; no one would like to 
say this in so many words ; and yet we often act and 
think as though we did not wish sensibly to enjoy His 
presence. And yet what we most want is a present 
realization of Christ. This is spiritual life. Life, 
from its very nature, is a present blessing enjoyed 
now. Not to be now is death. The past supplies 
of food and air for the body, however ample and good, 
will not now sustain life ; neither will the recollec- 
tion of former religious experiences. It is the 
living Christ, daily and hourly believed in, we want, 
if we would have life. He is here for us. Oh, let 
us take and cat, and live for ever. Think of the 
number of times He has come to man with this 
purpose in view-to bless him with His presence. 
To our first parents He came for this purpose, even 
when they had sinned. To Moses, as the repre- 
sentative of the rebellious children of Israel, He 
came and said, " My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest." Then He came as man 
for this same object. We can see how earnestly He 
was then bent upon giving His presence to men by 
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His repeated invitations to them to come to Him. 
Would He have given those invitations if He had 
not been willing to give His own presence P yea, 
more than willing ; may we not say intensely 
anxious to give it. So now He is equally anxious 
to come and dwell in the hearts of men. He proves 
it by His living invitations, equally addressed to us 
all ; by the outward agencies Ho employs ; by the 
inward monitions we experience from Him. Rest 
assured, if you do not realize His presence, the 
cause is in your own heart ; it is because you will 
not have Him ; you reject Him ; you insult Him by 
admitting His enemy and your own, sin. Christ 
says to you now, I will come to you again ; and, 
though you have rejected me a thousand times, I 
will even give you strength to enable you to cast 
sin from your heart, and the very will you feel you 
need to desire my presence, if only you will look to 
me for it and receive it, I will impart to you, — 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." 



CHAPTER m. 



OUR SAVIOUR 



Hebrews vi. 6. — " They crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put Him to an open shame." 

1 CoR. I. 24.—" Christ the power of God." 

Matt, i, 21. — " Thou shalt call His name Jesus : for He 
fihall save His people &om their sins." 

Christ is too often thought of only as saving us 
&om the guilt and comequences of sin, and from 
hell; and thus we are not brought frequently 
enough into communion with Christ, because we 
go to Him only for these purposes. But He is 
more than this; He is the Saviour who ever liveth 
*'to save His people from their sins'/^ i.e., from 
sinning. Oh, had you but known and believed 
in Christ in this aspect and relation, how many- 
sins that now cause your conscience guilty pangs^ 
had you been saved from committing ? 

The thought of the living Saviour and of His 



OUR SAYTOTJIL 11 

presence, always acts as a restraint upon sin* 

What servant woold dare to steal with his master's 

eye upon him P What child would disobey before 

his father's face P Who can yield to sin with the 

deep consciousness of a living Saviour within him ? 

For deeds of evil, men love darkness ; they seldom 

dare perform them in open day. So we dare not 

sin with the broad blaze of the Eedeemer, the light 

of the world, shining in upon our hearts. When 

the presence of Jesus is realized, the desire and 

love of sin are taken away. The soul moves in a 

holy atmosphere. The heart is full — pre-occupied 

with other and purer thoughts ; there is no room 

for sin. The presence of Jesus brings us new joys. 

We fear to lose them. We know sin will cause 

Him to depart, and those joys will be gone. This- 

leads us to avoid it as we should poison, or the 

bite of a serpent ; to put at once a check upon the 

first rising emotions towards sin in the secret 

thoughts of our heart* Sin promises tis new enjoy 

ment; but the heart that has Christ has enjoyment 

enough. It wants no new, no higher enjoyment,, 

than it has in Christ. Having the presence of 

Jesus we have the mind of Christ concerning sin. 

We know how He feels respecting it. Sin alone 

caused Him to use angry words of denunciation. 

We are able then to understand that expression^ 

** Seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of Qoi 
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afresh, and put Him to an open shame." This 
passage presents Christ to us as taking an interest 
still in all that is going on ; as rejoicing in out 
goodness and triumphs; as suffering when we sin; 
yes, and as so suffering as that for His people 
to sin, is to crucify the Son of God afresh, and to 
put Him to an open shame. For them to sin is to 
•cause Him as much pain as when on Calvary, in 
the place of sinners, when the mental anguish He 
•endured crushed His spirit, and caused Him that 
•dreadful extreme of agony and grief when He 
exclaimed, " My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken meP" 

Strange that this purpose of Christ's mission 
should be so forgotten and overiooked. All those 
passages which speak of Christ as saving sinners, 
:as able to save unto the uttermost, have, in the 
minds of many, the strangely confined limitation of 
saving from hell, or from the consequences of sin 
in the past, and of bringing them into a state of 
justification. They have this meaning, but must 
not be limited to it. Sin is what the Saviour hates ; 
all His honour — all His justice, power, and love, are 
•engaged to save, especially from sinning. The great 
purpose of His mission is " to sanctify to Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." If He 
delivers from the consequences of sin in the past, it 
is in order that, so to speak, a platform may be 
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raised^ on which to rear a life of holy, sinless living 
in the future. Jesus directs to His blood and 
sacrifice, and promises, ^' there is no condemnation 
to them who believei" only that they may be able 
with a light heart to go on to the performance of 
duty, and of the will of God in the future. We can- 
not — dare not, — doubt either His ability or willing- 
ness to save His people from their sins. If He is 
able and willing to forgive them their sins, how 
much more is He able and willing to save them 
from sinning. 

Dear reader, you have all your life been striving 
to overcome sin, but you have never succeeded. No 
wonder. Ton never can, in and of yourself, nor 
even by some vague notion, that God, you know not 
how, will help you to overcome it ; but by believing 
in Jesus as the living Saviour who will save His 
people from their sins, you can overcome sin. Sin 
shall not have dominion over you, but you over it. 
** This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." When then you are tempted to 
sin, think of the living Saviour. Lift up your eyes 
to Him. Think of what sin cost Him. Think of 
His life — ^holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners. Realize His presence. Think of Him 
as now living without sin in heaven. Think of 
Him as ready to chasten — to punish — to help — to 
restrain:- to deliver from the very wish auAdmx.^ 
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to sin by His own presence — as able to turn the 
very will in a contrary direction, and to close the 
very doors of the heart against every evil thought 
Strive then against sin by looking unto Jesus. Re- 
member that the very purpose for which this life is 
given you is that you may by discipline and trial 
learn to overcome sin and be conformed to the 
Saviour's image. 

This view of Christ is of special importance to 
the young. How great is the value of this know- 
ledge of Christ in early life to you. Let the misery 
it will free you from, and the blessings and happi- 
ness it will bring, be the reply. How important for 
you to know that your heart can be so wholly pre- 
-occupied with Christ that there will be no room for 
«in. The knowledge of Christ is sufficient to fill 
the chambers of the imagination ; to exercise the 
memory — ^the judgment — the reasoning powers — 
all the faculties of the man to the fullest extent. 
Those among the young are blest indeed who grasp 
this truth in early life, and receive it into their hearts, 
:and incorporate it into their lives. They will be 
liappy and useftd in life. They will have a Divine 
power within them, enabling them to eifect triumphs, 
And enter upon joys, which of themselves they never 
could eflfect or realize — and in the heavenly world 
they will shine as the brightness of the firmament, 
«nd as the stars, for ever and ever. 



CHAPTER IV. 



CHEIST THE OBJECT OF OUR FAITH. 



Acts xvi. 31. — " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
tliou shalt be saved." 

John hi. 15. — " Whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." 

Hebrews xii. 2. — " Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our fjaith." 

€hkistiak teaching has led to the acknowledgment 
that all the blessings we derive from Christ must be 
by faith in Him ; and yet the very expression is 
sometimes a difficolty, and a stumbling-block. It 
is so simple, and yet there is so much involved in it. 
It has its synonyms or words substituted for it, 
which all more or less help us to come to the under- 
standing of it. It would much help us if we would 
•examine the terms the Scriptures employ to set 
forth the state of mind we understand by faith. 
Thus it is belief in what God has said ia K\a "W^^^^ 
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and in Christ Himself. It is confideme in Him. It 
is simply taking God at His word. It is trtMt^ or 
committing ourselves to Him. It is the waiting 
upon Him of the Psalmist. Again, it is looking and 
coming to Christ. It is abiding in Christ. It is 
eating Christ's body and drinking His blood. The 
heart feeding upon Him. Therefore the Bible 
answer to every inquirer is always the best 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall 
be saved/* And yet it often causes confusion in 
the minds of some, to know what is the exact thing 
a sinner is to believe, in order to be saved ? T( 
this we reply, it is belief in a Saviour God, who haf 
taken all the guilt of sin upon Himself, who suflferec 
as a sacrifice for, and in the place of the guilty, anc 
now lives to give pardon and repentance to the soni 
of men on the ground of His finished work. This i 
the precise thing that saves when believed. But i 
is evident that faith is exercised about a. number o 
other things — sin and its guilt — God and His justice 
— the life of Christ — His sufferings — ^His death — Hii 
resurrection — any one of which may more especially 
be employed by the Spirit of God to excite to faitl 
in Jesus Christ as the atonement for sin. 

The believer, because always a sinner, needs ix 
exercise faith always in the substitutionary cha 
racter of Christ's work. He can obtain peace in n( 
other way, no more than a sinner can, who is jus 
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believing. And yet faith in its exercise is not, or 
should not be, confined to the substitutionary cha- 
racter of Christ's work. Rising from this, the soul 
is prepared to exercise faith in all that Christ is ; 
in all the relations He is capable of sustaining to us 
in life ; in all He has done, and in all He has pro- 
mised to be and to do. This is a life-long exercise, 
and a life-long struggle. Every obstruction, how- 
ever dear it may be to us, must be removed, if it 
would intercept our view of the Saviour. The two- 
fold action of faith, impHed in the foregoing Scrip- 
tural use and description of it, must be continued. 
The one class of terms showing its one action-^ 
receiving all from God; and the other — giving all up 
to God. Christ is the object of our faith; we receive 
Him in all He has done for us : in all He is to us ; 
but this very receiving implies that we give up our- 
selves to Him. This is the faith that justifies and 
saves — ^brings us peace with God, and ensures us 
every other blessing. The Bible, for this reason, 
gives tBis prominence to faith, "Without faith, it is 
impossible to please God." When we cry, " Lord, 
increase our faith,** with a right understanding of 
what faith comprehends and includes, we in 
effect pray for every other blessing in the germ. 
But for its exercise it is of the utmost importance 
we should distinguish faith from a mere passive 
feeling on the one hand, or a gift on the otiL^^^t^ 

c 
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bestowed upon a favoured few, and which is far 
beyond our reach. If the previous explanation of 
faith be correct, it will be seen that it calls into 
active exercise the will, and all the powers of the 
man. It concerns itself about the state of heart 
and mind. It subordinates all to Ood. It yields 
everything up to Him, and seeks above all things to 
know and to do His will. But it does not end here. 
It not only yields all up to God/ but it receives all 
from God. No logical definition can with sufficient 
clearness exhibit the twofold action of faith. It is 
better felt than described — experienced than defined. 
And yet it is a common action of the mind between 
man and man, and receives abundant illustration in 
the transactions of our daily life. We cannot even 
take a common journey, and commit ourselves to a 
railway train, or a steam vessel, without in some 
measure exercising confidence or trust. We com- 
mit ourselves, our very lives to them, and we receive 
from them certain advantages that we desire. We 
admit how faintly this illustrates the spiritual action 
of faith^-as all earthly things but imperfectly illus- 
trate spiritual and heavenly ; but we have the same 
action of the mind in both cases, only the matter of 
salvation about which faith concerns itself is of 
tremendous and infinite import. Now, if we would 
always have peace and assurance, and the conscious 
enjoyment of all spiritual blessings, it is evident we 
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mmt always havejbith in comdom exercise. If you 
lose the enjoyment of these blessings you know the 
reason ; it is not because God has changed in His 
love, but it is because you have turned away the 
eyes of your mind from the Kving Saviour. This 
will likewise show you how to regain your lost 
blessings: "Look unto me, and be ye saved." A 
child in knowledge — in attainments, can look — can 
trust — can receive. This is our direction. These 
are our standing orders. Trust in Jesus. The 
Christian life must begin with it. The Christian 
life must continually be supported by it. The 
Christian life can be carried on and triumphantly 
completed only by the exercise of a living faith in a 
living Saviour. 



CHAPTER V. 

A PRESENT POSSESSION. 



1 John v. 12. — " He that hath the Son hath life." 
John hi. 36. — "He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life." 
John xvii. 26. — " I in them." 

Religion is too often made to refer mainly to the 
future world. Many think and speak of it only as 
a salvation from heU. Others as a restraint upon 
sin, or as a duty that must be endured. Even 
many Christians who have a higher view of it, do 
not we fear, rise to this the highest and most glori- 
ous privilege of all. The living Saviour dwelling 
within us, and we ourselves consdouslt/ possessing 
and enjoying Sim, Jesus says, ''If a man love 
me he will keep my words, and my father will 
love him, and we wiU come unto him, and make 
our abode with him." " Know ye not," says the 
Apostle, " that Jesus Christ is in you except ye be 
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reprobates.'* " I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." This is nothing more nor less than Christ 
by His Spirit dwelling in us, inhabiting our bodies 
as really and as truly as our own spirit inhabits our 
own body. Ai^d not merely is it that Christ may 
dwell in us, but that we are as conscious of that in- 
dwelling as we are of our own being. The blessed- 
ness of this realization language cannot describe. 
It is one of those things which eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, but 
which God reveals to us by His Spirit. 

When thus revealed and embraced, it brings 
happiness and peace beyond everything else. The 
soul calmly abides in Jesus, walks in His light, 
and drinks continually at the fountain of His love. 
This is the well of water whicK shall be in a man 
springing up to everlasting life. If we possess 
Christ we possess all He is, all He gives ; and all 
He brings, life eternal, pardon, peace, happiness, 
joy, holiness. How much do we all need His 
manifest and realized presence I Our hearts were 
made to be His temple where He should dwell. If 
He does not dwell there really and consciously, what 
wonder that there is an aching void ; what wonder 
that nothing can fill it, and that it should remain 
empty after all our attempts P Jesus only can fill 
the soul so as to satisfy its inmiortal yearnings. We 
need Him to sustain us in our hours of conflict, in 
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our varied experiences " every passing hour." No 
dogma will do; no doctrine will sustain; it must be 
the blessed Saviour Himself. With the consci- 
ousness of Jesus in our hearts, what need we to 
fear P In every storm, in every trial, we shaU kear 
His voice sajring, "It is I, be not afraid." 

Do you ask, How can Jesus be thus realized P 
How can I thus possess Him, and continually live 
in the conscious enjoyment of this possession? 
Jesus Himself tells you. You must love Him, and 
keep His commandments. " This," says St. John, 
"is His commandment, that we should believe on 
the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another as He gave us commandment." If then 
we would possess Christ, we must just open our 
hearts to receive Him. Christ would come and fill 
our hearts. But they must be emptied of self, of 
the world, of sin. Both cannot exist in the same 
heart. Light and darkness cannot co-exist. The 
heart must be emptied of evil, if Christ is to dwell 
there. This great work He will perform for you. 
By His cross, by His agony and bloody sweat, He 
made the full atonement for all your sins. By His 
omnipotent Spirit He will enable you to see the 
efficacy of that atonement if you but look to Him : 
He will come and dwell in your heart for ever. 

This is the highest enjoyment of religion, thus 
consciously to possess Christ. No wonder so many 
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Christians Kve without peace or joy. They do not 
consciously possess Christ. When this is realized 
it gives that calmness and contentment which the 
worid cannot give. It sometimes even amounts to 
ecstatic joy. The soul feels consciously — ^I have dis- 
covered the secret of all happiness, Christ in me. 
I know a secret joy others do not know ; and I can 
ever keep it. Oh, how heautiful is this experi- 
ence I How independent is such a heart of all ex- 
ternals ! Give the choice, which would you sooner 
have, "poverty and Christ, or riches without 
Christ P" The soul would immediately say, "Give 
me Christ, though I have nothing besides." 

This is the secret of what is a wonder to many, 
how martyrs were sustained in such times of dread- 
ful suflfering. It was the overpowering realization 
they had of the presence of Jesus. They knew 
they possessed Him. Of nothing were they so sure 
in the universe as that they had the living Saviour 
within them. It is the privilege of every one of 
us to possess Him now in like manner. He lives 
still to dwell in our hearts. He loves to dwell 
there. He is standing without, knocking always 
for admittance. " Behold I stand at the door and 
knock ; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him and will sup with him, 
and he with me." Open, admit him, and he will 
bless you indeed. 



CHAPTER VL 



OUR PATTERN 



1 Peter ii. 21. — " Christ also suffered for us, leaving tw 
an example, tliat ye should follow His steps." 

John xiii. 15. — " For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you." 

1 John ii. 0. — " He that saith he ahideth in Him on^t 
liimself also so to walk, even as He walked." 

Eelioion may be taught us abstractedly by the 
enunciation of great truths, theories, and prindples; 
but not only do we find it difficult to comprehend 
them, but they do not make so vivid an impression 
upon us as when we see them exhibited and em- 
bodied in the life of an individual. God has there- 
fore, in His mercy, not merely taught us the abstract 
truth — holinesSf but has exhibited it in the life of 
His Son Jesus Christ. The desire of the heart 
after a model, an ideal, a pattern, is met in Christ. 
No trial can come upon us, but came upon Him. 
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We can turn to His life and learn from Him how 
to comport ourselves under it. No duties can we 
be called upon to perform so arduous or difficult as 
those which Christ performed. No suflferings so 
great as those which He endured. This is one 
great purpose for which His life is recorded to be an 
example to us that we should follow His steps. 

Christ is the pattern given us by the Father, and 
He says — "If any man saith he abideth in Him he 
ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked." 

In this world we are all of us often called to self- 
sacrifice and self-denial. There is no relation of 
life, no profession or pursuit, but what makes this 
demand. The mother must deny herself for her 
child. We all have to sacrifice self for the good 
of others. Do you feel this difficult, trying? Look 
to the example of Jesus. All through His life He 
pleased not Himself. His whole course was 
characterized by self-sacrifice. He invites you to 
follow Him in this. He will enable you to do so. 

Are you called upon to suffer reproaches wrong- 
ftilly ; to have injuries heaped upon you which you 
never deserved ; to be calumniated, misrepresented, 
maligned P See in the life of Jesus how to comport 
yourself under such circimistances. "When He 
was reviled, He reviled not again : when He suf- 
fered. He threatened not : but committed Himself to 
Him that judgeth righteously." 
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Have you had some dearly cherished earthly 
object taken from you, so that your heart is ready 
to murmur and rebel, or are you called upon to 
bear some cross, so that you feel you need resigna- 
tion? Then behold Jesus in Gethsemane. His 
prayer is — " Not my will, but thine be done/' By 
His sympathy and presence He will enable you in 
like manner to subordinate your will to God's. 

Jesus is also an example to us of active qualities. 
Behold His deep sympathy with distress. He weeps 
at the tomb of Lazarus. He comforts the heart of 
the widow of Nain by restoring her son. He again 
weeps over the obdurate Jews. How does this re- 
veal the tenderness of His nature, the love of His 
heart. We must imitate Him in this. Eecall His 
immaculate spotless life. He never sinned ; no 
evil passion ever found a lodgment in His heart ; 
no sinful thought was ever harboured there; no 
angry sinful feeling found a place in Him ; no angry 
word ever escaped from His lips. He is our perfect 
example in this, that we should follow in His steps. 
Think of His active benevolence and usefulness ; He 
sought out cases of need. He carried the bread 
and the water of life to the hungry and thirsty ; He 
told of rest to the weary. So careful of others. He 
yet neglected Himself, and forgot to take bread, so 
that His relatives said — " He is beside Himself." 
And amid all this, think how He sustained Himself 
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« 

nstant prayer, by continual communion with 
i^ather. In all these things Ho is our example. 
)88 a standard than this has God set before us ; 
Tesus we must imitate. But how is this to be 
iplishedP How can I bring my imperfect, 
life up to this Ufe P How with such a heart 
jh a world of temptation and sin, can I repro- 
the life of Jesus P We reply first, consider 
the pattern life. You must be very familiar 
llie Ufe of Jesus. You must track His every 
ep, Hsten to His every word. Aim to under- 
His spirit and to have your mind filled with 
Lought of Christ as revealed in His word. Pray 
) Holy Spirit to unfold to you the things of 
t, especially as they are set forth as your 
n. But in vain may you consider Jesus in 
'elation, and try to become like Him, unless 
Iso believe in His desire and willingness that 
lould become like Him, and in His readiness by 
idwelling and presence to enable you to arrive 
s standard* Christ must be received within 
md allowed to rule in the heart, to regulate 
thoughts, feelings, and affections. You must 
Him as your present friend ; you must derive 
Him all your strength, and, as you make 
r advances, the praise must all be given to Him. 
in Jesus, entire absolute dependence upon 
alone, will enable you in any measure to imi* 
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tate Him. He will enable you if only you will pe: 
mit Him. He loves to see His own life reproduce 
in His followers and in His dear children ai 
brethren. This is the joy of His heart. He wi 
first, if you look to Him, cleanse you from all sii 
He will then keep you from sin, and yet further,Jt 
His constant indwelling and oonununion witii yoi 
He will lead you into the higher walks of holines 
Who can tell the blessedness of such a life P 
adorns every station ; it raises the poorest ; it & 
riches the noblest. Silently and gently an uncoi 
scious influence for good is exerted upon all wil 
whom you come in contact. The influence of 
holy life is the most powerful and unanswerab 
argument in support of our holy religion. 

Dear reader, say which life will you prefer, a li 
of grovelling sin, degrading your nature, your bein 
your destiny, and bringing with it all its miserab 
results here and hereafter, or a life of cahn holine 
and peace of elevated spirituality, calling yoi 
highest and noblest powers into action and enjo; 
ment P As a Christian, which will you choose 
have ; no higher standard than others around yo 
and so but Httle enjoyment from religion, or to tal 
the standard God gives you in His word, and pre 
eagerly all your powers towards the attainment 
the spirit, the life, the likeness of Jesus P 

The choice is before you. Which shall it be 
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Will you manfully take up your cross and follow 
Jesus, or idly pass along the stream of time, heed- 
less of your frame, your spirit, your influence, and 
the great object of your life P Oh, for the former 
choice, the imitation of Christ ! Nothing less than 
this. May the day soon dawn when, amid the in- 
temperance of some, the sensuality, the scepticism, 
the indifference of others, thousands upon thousands 
may have their hearts deeply set upon this great 
object. 

Dear reader, whatever others may do, let this be 
your resolve, — I will take Jesus for my pattern. 



CHAPTER VII. 



THE ROCK, OR FOUNDATION. 



1 Cor. III. 11. — " For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

Psalm lxi. 2. — "Lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I." 

Isaiah xviii. 16. — " Therefore thus saith tlie Lord God, 
Behold I lay in Zion for a foimdation a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious comer stone, a sure foundation: he that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste." 

Amid the varied theological controversies and dis- 
putes of the times, the soul feels its need of a solid 
foundation, on which to build for time and eternity. 
This life, with its hopes and its fears, its doubts and 
its joys, its troublous present and perilous future, 
needs a solid basis or foundation on which to rest. 
All the attempts of man to make such a founda- 
tion in the past have ended in failure. Atheism, 
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morality^ intellectual cultare, refinement, and 
various religions of man's invention have all been 
tried in vain* But God meets the whole human 
family, and says, "Behold I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner- 
stone, a sure foundation." He only could do it. 
"There is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved." This is 
the most suitable foundation ; not a mere dogma, 
but Christ Himself, a divine, a living person. We 
are to rest upon Him. If we are sure of nothing 
within us and around us ; if we have doubts about 
life and the world and creation, we can have none 
about Sim. If our faith in everything else is 
shaken, yet our faith in the God-man Christ Jesus, 
in all He is, in aU He taught, standeth sure. 
"Heaven and earth may pass away, but not one 
jot or tittle of His Word can fail." This foundation 
is Q&firm and solid as eternity. This rock centres 
in the very throne of God. Christ is not merely 
the foundation of the Church, or of the Christian 
&ith, but of my belief ; of my individual life ; of my 
thoughts, words, and acts. With the utmost con- 
fidence I can rely upon Him. I can have the 
greatest complacency and delight in all His words 
and promises and assurances of safety. If He says 
I am forgiven, I want nothing more than His word. 
If He promises unspeakable blessings, of which I 
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am utterly unworthy, I yet know that I shall have 
them ; for has He not promised ? 

If we really thus build upon Christ now, there 
wiU be no room for doubt. But we must rest upon 
Him as the foundation, just as surely as the house 
or building rests upon its proper foundation. 
Nothing must come between the soul and Christ. 

Ah, it is easy enough to embrace this opinion, 
and say, " Christ is our foundation ;" but to make 
it a truth in our experience, and really to build 
upon Christ, is not such an easy matter. To know 
Him thus in this relation affects all others. If we 
are not resting wholly upon Him, however near we 
may be to Him, we are but building upon the sands, 
and when the winds blow and the floods arise, and 
the rains descend, great will be the faU. But if we 
are really resting upon Christ, weak we may be in 
ourselves, sinful, erring, unable to think a good 
thought ; but all will be well. The floods of 
sorrow may come ; the winds of temptation may 
blow ; the rains of wrath may descend, but we shall 
remain in safety, because we are upon the rock 
Christ Jesus. In ages past He has been tried as 
the foundation of His people. He never failed to 
support, in the most trying scenes, any who ever 
came to Him. All men are invited to build upon 
Him, whatever be their clime, colour, or degree. 
None are forbidden to rest upon Him. 
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)ear reader, how important the inquiry, Are 
. resting wholly upon Christ P Do your views 
ife, of men, and of truth, spring from Him P Do 
r hopes of eternity rest upon Him wholly P Are 
. so resting upon Christ, that though all the 
id should be against you, you still would follow 
XL P The danger here is not so much that you 
uld make a wrong choice, as that you should be 
eiyed. You would not dare to say, I prefer 
) or that as a foundation rather than Christ ; but 
I might say, " Christ is my foundation," when 
you are not building upon Him. Some come 
y near the rock by profession, and think that 
►ugh. Others speak well of Christ, and are so 
influenced by Him as to be very careful how 
y build, or how they regulate their lives, and 
they are not really upon the rock. "Who does 
see that, however near they may come, it will 
al nothing unless they are upon the rock Christ 
usP 

bid if we are upon this rock " let every man 
8 heed how he buildeth thereupon." Christians 
st very different structures upon this foundation. 
Terent materials are spread out before us to 
ber and use : " the gold, the silver, the precious 
les, ,the wood, the hay, the stubble." What 
have built will be subjected to the severest 
;. The good will remain. " He shall receive a 

D 
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reward.'* The evil will be burned. " He shall 
suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet so as 
by fire.'' Our building our life is of importance ; 
but still more important than all is the foundation 
of that life. The building may be fair, and seemly, 
and beautiful ; its design perfection ; its architecture 
unequalled; but if the foundation be unsafe its 
beauty will not save it from falling. So your life 
may be excellent, amiable, benevolent — the sulmira- 
tion of men; but if not founded upon Christ it 
cannot stand before God ; '^ for other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ." 



CHAPTER Vin. 



OUR STRENGTH 



Isaiah xlv. 24. — " In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength." 

Isaiah xxvii. 6. — " Or let him take hold of my strength." 
Psalm xvni. 1. — "I will love thee, Lord, my strength." 

If we were told of some invisible being who would 
come to us when we wished, and who was omnipotent 
and willing to exert his power for us and for our 
good, we should be inclined to think it fabulous ; 
and yet with the Christian this is no fable, but a 
reality. The living Christ is that being ; He is the 
present strength of His people; and this in no 
figurative sense, but actually and really so. 

To know Christ as our strength ; to receive Him; 
to avail ourselves of Him as our strength is the joy 
of the Christian. 

Let us not mistake this strength. Let us not 
refine it away as a principle or as something inde- 
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finable which Christ puts within us. This strength 
is the living Saviour Himself in us by His Spirit. 

St. Paul writing to the Colossians says, " Chrisi 
in you." The Saviour Himself says, " I in them.*^ 
(John xvii. 26.) By His own indwelling, by His 
habitation of our souls as the presiding, animating 
spirit. He gives us strength. 

Samson retained his might while he looked tc 
the Lord as his strength ; but when he looked tc 
himself, and the Spirit of God left him, his strengtt 
became weakness ; and yet when he again lookec 
to God his strength returned. 

When Peter realized the Saviour as his strengtl 
he was bold indeed. He could face the Jewisl 
rulers, and tell them plainly of their sin. He wai 
ready to go to prison, and to die with the Lon 
Jesus. But before this his own strength was showi 
to consist in nothing but idle vauntings. 

St. Paul triumphantly exclaimed, " I can do al 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me ! ' 
It is the utterance of one who had discovered i 
grand secret : the secret of entire reliance on Jesu 
as his strength. Once he did not know this. H< 
passed through severe trial to learn it. He mus 
experience sufferings, perils, weariness, painftdness 
the thorn in the flesh ; the messenger of Satai 
must buffet him ; for Christ's strength is made per 
feet in weakness. Then he exclaims, " Most gladl; 
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therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore 
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's 
sake : for when I am weak then am I strong." If 
we would know Christ as our strength, we must 
pass through this trying ordeal. We must renounce 
self. We must acknowledge before God we are 
perfect weakness. We must so glory in our in- 
firmity that the power of Christ may rest upon us. 
For when conscious of our weakness we are led to 
Christ, and then we are strong. 

Beader, have you never felt your weakness, your 
need of a power without and beyond yourself? In 
your inward struggling with sin, in your attempts 
to be good and holy, in your efforts to perform 
your duty to God and man, have you never felt 
how utterly vain are your endeavours, how weak 
you are for the performance of any good thing P Is 
it not then joy to you to know Christ the living 
Saviour dweUing in you as your strength, enabling 
you for the performance of all these P Perhaps 
Christ, and not an abstract principle, as your 
strength, may come with the force of a new truth 
to you. You see some one to rest upon and to 
look to in an omnipotent Saviour, who stilled the 
noise of winds and waves, and burst the bars of the 
tomb. If so, lay actively hold of Jesus. God has 
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"laid help upon one that is mighty/* He " 
mighty to save." He is both able and willing 
be your strength. Your strength for and in eve: 
trial, duty, and weakness. And you, even yo 
weak as you are, often as you have failed, wi 
assuredly find to your intense satisfaction and jo 
you can do all things through Christ whi( 
strengtheneth you. You can assuage your sorrow 
for Christ is your strength. Then you need n- 
say, "I cannot pray;** for he will give you tl 
spirit of prayer ; nor that you cannot repent, < 
feel, or love, because, being present, He will enab 
you ; or that you have no hope or pleasure in yoi 
duties for Christ, because with Christ as yoi 
strength you can and will have all. What coi 
quests are there you cannot then achieve? Si 
and Satan can be overcome ; temptation succes 
folly resisted ; duties discharged ; afflictions bom< 
the future robbed of its fears and lighted wil 
hope, because He is and will be your everlastii 
strength. " He giveth power to the faint, and 
them that have no might. He increaseth strengtl 
even the youths shall faint and be weary, ai 
the young men shall utterly fall; but they thi 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strengtl 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; th< 
shall run and not be weary, and they shall wa 
and not faint.'* 



CHAPTER rx. 



ONE WITH US 



John xvii. 21. — " That they all may be one ; as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us : that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." 

1 Cob. VI. 17. — " He that is joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit." 

Eph. v. 80. — " For we are members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones." 

It is a blessed fhing to hear of Christ as a Saviour. 
It is still more blessed to know Him and to believe 
in Him. To know Him as a Saviour from the 
wrath of God, or in any of His high relations which 
He sustains to His people, is well. But to know Him 
so as to be on^ with Him, so as to be united to Him 
by faith in the high, deep sense these passages un- 
fold, is the highest attainment and privilege we can 
enjoy. It was the deep yearning of the Saviour's 
heart that His people should be brought to enjoy 
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this state of privilege. Hence we find it was the 
subject matter of that fervent prayer He uttered 
before His death, in John xvii., that all who believe 
might be one in Him. 

And because He knew how impossible it was that 
such sinM creatures shoidd possess the qualities 
necessary for this union^ He determined to provide 
all that was necessary to raise them to such a state 
of privilege and enjoyment. For this purpose He 
became one with us when He took our nature upon 
Him. "The word was made flesh.** He became 
the Son of man. As the Son of man He became 
one with us in our sorrows, sufferings, and sins: 
" Himself took our infirmities and bare our sick- 
nesses." 

It is His language as contemplating the sins of 
His people, which He has taken upon Himself: 
"Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me so that 
I am not able to look up.'' (Psalm xl. 12.) So 
also He was one with us in that He bore the penalty 
of sin — death. 

In this way he made an atonement for all our 
misdoings, and prepared the way for our being 
made one with Him. But Airther to accomplish 
this great object of His heart. He declares to His 
Father, " The glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them.** Here is the climax. This is the 
fulness every believer is entitled to possess. The 



ONB WITH US. 41 

glory of Jesus He has given to His people. The 
glory of His acoeptanoe with the Father. The same 
imbotinded freedom is ours. The glory of His 
place and position. "He hath raised us up to- 
gether^ and made us sit together in heavenly places 
m Christ Jesus." (Eph. ii. 6.) The glory of His 
spotless righteousness : " He was made sin for us 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.'' The glorious peace He has, because He 
said, " My peace give I unto you." 

To know and beUeve this truth is the foundation 
of all the comfort, joy, confidence, and usefulness 
of the Christian. By simple faith we receive from 
Jesus all that we need as requisite to the enjoyment 
of this oneness or union with Him. We then be- 
come one with Him in spirit; in tender affection for 
souls and for our fellow men ; in hatred of sin ; in 
love of holiness ; in desire to benefit others ; in the 
spirit of self-sacrifice for the good of others. We 
have the same mind in us which was also in Christ 
Jesus, " who, being in the form of Q-od, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God : but made Him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men : 
and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross." (Phil. ii. 6—8.) 

If thus united to Him, how great will be His love 
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for you ; you are as He is in this world. (1 John 
iv. 17.) You are as part of Himself, — a member of 
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. He will 
ever take care of you, and will say to the powers of 
darkness, '^ Touch not mine anointed." He looks 
upon any harm done to you as done to Himself. 
Hence when Saul was persecuting even unto death 
the members of Christ at Damascus, Jesus met Him 
and said, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me f'' 
And if thus united to Him, how great wiU be your 
love, your obedience! No sacrifice will be too 
great to make for His glory ; no duty too arduous 
to undertake for Him ; no commandment grievous, 
but joyous. How constant too will be your com- 
munion with Him. If you are one, will you not 
refer all things to Him? Will not your first 
thoughts rise to Him P Will not your only desire 
be to please Him P Will it not be your constant 
aim to secure His approbation, to walk in the sun- 
shine of His smile P But you ask for whom is 
this privilege prepared, and how can it be realized 
and enjoyed P It is prepared for all who will 
accept it, and can be received by simple faith. 
Jesus prayed that all who believe in Him may be 
one in Him. This prayer was answered. This 
privilege is accorded to all who believe. 

Beloved, have you risen to the height of this 
privilege P Are you living in the conscious enjoy- 
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mad of your oneness with Jesus ? If not, let mo 

beseech you even now to arrive at it. Ronounoo 

aD that is opposed to His will. Yield yourself 

wholly unto Gh)d a living sacrifice. Is it nothing 

to induce you to this course that you will be exalted 

to a state of union, of oneness with Jesus. Sin, 

temptationy death, the powers of darkness, cannot 

disturb or sever this union, because you can say 

with the Apostle St. Paul, " I am persuaded, that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God, which 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Rom. viiL 38—39.) 



CHAPTER X. 



THE TRUE VINE 



John xv. 1. — " I am the true vine." 
Isaiah Lin. 2. — "He shall grow up hefore him as a' 
tender plant." 

All Christians are familiar with the beautiM 
chapter in which Christ sets forth this relation He 
sustains to His people, " the true vine." We are 
indeed so familiar with it that we are apt to pass it 
by as though we knew all about it. Our very 
familiarity seems to detract from its interest and 
meaning. But if it is lacking in interest and 
meaning to us, our familiarity with it does not 
make it so ; but rather is it that we are not enough 
acquainted with the deep spiritual truth it contains. 
The Holy Spirit alone can unfold to us all that is 
implied by this relation, Christ as the true vine and 
His people as the branches. The great truth that 
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: sets forth, the close living union between Christ 
md His people, is apparent to all. 

Jesus, as ike vine, is the centre and source of all 
our spiritual nourishment and life. His people, as 
the branches, are as really dependent upon Him as 
are the branches upon the vine. The intimacy, the 
union between Christ and His people must be as close* 
We must just as really receive from Him constant 
spiritual support and nourishment as the branch 
does from the vine. ^' If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch and is withered." Our 
spiritual life we must continually derive fresh from 
Christ. Just as certainly as every shoot and tendril 
of the vine derives all from the root, so must the 
Christian draw all his sustenance from Christ. 
Just as the branches are dependent upon the roots, 
so is the Christian upon Christ. He will not 
attempt to rise to God without the help of the 
Saviour ; nor to pray, nor to read His Word, nor to 
do any good work. "Without me, ye can do 
nothing." 

How blessed is this union with Jesus ! It is a 
union oi friendship : "Henceforth I call you not 
servants, but friends." There is the most blessed 
communion as of friends. There is a reciprocal 
love — " Continue ye in my love." A calm resting 
each in the assured love of the other. And this 
will lead most surely on our part to obedience. 



46 THE FULNESS OP JESUS. 

" If ye keep my oommandmentSy ye shall abide 
my love/* i.e., in the assured realization of 
This is the union to which we are invited wh 
Jesus says, "Abide in me." In all your vari 
frames and feelings ; in your times of ecstasy a 
depression ; in sorrow and in joy ; in active dut 
in the business of life, when the world's caj 
depress you, as well as in moments of leisure, si 
"abide in me.*' "Abide in me prayerful 
humbly, dependbntly, joyfully, and obedientlj 
" Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear mu 
fruit, so shall ye be my disciples.'* "He tl 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringe 
forth much fruit." If you will only abide thus 
Jesus you certainly wiU bring forth much fru 
The fruit will be experienced in your own soi 
You will grow in grace and in the knowledge 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. You will r 
know the upbraidings of a guilty conscience. Jes 
by His presence vnll assure your heart of His Ioa 
and you will rest in Him with peace and joy u 
speakable. You will be really of use to yo 
fellow men, from deep sympathy towards then 
from an intense desire that they should know as y< 
do this precious Saviour ; you will noiselessly b 
surely pursue a course that will benefit and ble 
all who come within the sphere of your influence 
But^ since all turns upon abiding in Jesus ai 
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baving this union with Him, you ask. How can I 

alnde in Jesus P We cannot over-estimate the 

importance of this question. The answer is, you 

ean only abide in Him by constantly cleaving to 

Hiia by faithi knowing all that faith includes : — 

giving up yourself, — your thoughts, — affections, — 

will, wholly to Him, and receiving Him just as 

He is revealed, as your substitute, righteousness, 

your all in all; letting this faith be in continual 

exercise; acting by prayer; working by love. 

When you lie down, and when you rise up, and 

when you walk by the way, you must seek thus to 

abide in Him. " As ye have therefore received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him," Le., As 

frou received Him at the first by faith, so continue 

X) realize him now. Look constantly to Him. 

rhis is neither impossible nor absurd, but both 

Scriptural and possible. We are to be looking 

unto Jesus all through our Christian course. Just 

as the eye is always looking at some object, so the 

mind can always be employed in looking upon 

Jesus, and must be so employed if we are to be 

fruitful branches of the true vine. 

Tou say, I know this quite well ; but how is it 
possible in this world to do so P It is only possible 
as we again look to Jesus to enable us. The com- 
mand He gives to us, " Abide in me," we can only 
breathe back again to Him, as did the disciples at 
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Emmaus, " Abide with us." He is infinitely i 
willing to abide with us than we are that 
should. When shall we belive this? He w 
never leave us were it not that we drive Him a 
by our neglect or our sin, or by not exercising i 
in Him. 

If we cut ourselves off from the fountain of 
can we complain if we wither P If we go into 
darkness, can we justly murmur against the d 
ness ? But though we have gone thus away i 
Him, His love is the same ; His hand is stret 
out still; His hand of invitation to return; of 
to dispense His blessings of pardon and pe 
Though we are dead. He will revive us. He is 
true vine. He dehghts to behold the bran 
increase and appear fruitfiil. He will withhol 
supplies that may tend to this purpose, but 
come Himself to be as the root and stem to 
branches, His people. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



THE BRIDEGROOM. 



-I 

It 

k 

■ 

d 

b 

1 Cor. VI. 17. — " He that is joined unto the Lord is one 

^ spirit." 

« Rom. VII. 4. — " That ye should be married to another, 
]^ oven to Christ, who is raised from the dead." 
IsAUH Liv. 6. — " Thy maker is thy husband." 



This relation of bridegroom which Christ sustains 
to His people is no mere figure of speech. It 
^bits the intimate union and communion which 
should subsist between the soul and Christ. All 
true marriage is the union of heart and soul. A 
^on of mental and moral sympathy. AU true 
Diarriage is only typical of the union between the 
soul and Christ. It is so employed by the writers 
both of the Old and New Testament. Jesus Him- 
self so employs it in the parable of the Marriage of 
the King's Son. (Matt, xxii.) Nothing can so 
fully and beautifully set forth the union of the soul 

E 
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with God as this. St. Paul refers to it as the great 
mystery. The seyenth and eighth chapters of the 
Romans famish us with a contrast between the 
union of the soul with the law and with Christ. 
" Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that 
know the law,) how that the law hath dominion 
over a man as long as he liveth ? For the woman 
which hath an husband is bound by the law to her 
husband so long as he liveth ; but if the husband 
be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married 
to another man^ she shall be called an adulteress : 
but if her husband be dead, she is free from that 
law ; so that she is no adulteress, though she be 
married to another man. Wherefore, my brethrai, 
ye also are become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ ; that ye should be married to another , even to 
Him who is raised from the dead.^^ The one marriage 
of the soul to the law is described in the following 
verses. The soul is baffled, defeated^ overcome in 
its efforts to please and obey its husband. Death 
is the penalty of its disobedience. Christ dies as 
the sinner's substitute, and convinces the soul thus 
of His intense love. He gains the heart ; the soul 
is at liberty to be married to Him. The eighth 
chapter describes the blessed results of this true 
union. There is now perfect oneness and sympathy. 
Christ has taken away sin, so that there is now no 



TRB BRIDEOROOM* 61 

eondemnatioii. He was made man tliat Ho might 
hAYe peifect sympathy* He raises the sduI to a 
position of oneness with Himself. 

By His atonem^it the soul is purged from all sin, 
and, finds aeoeptanee with Ood; and is moetened 
for fellowship with Himself and with holy angels. 
Bis own righteousness the soul appropriates and is 
dotfaed with. His own peace and glory the soul 
accepts. Ofiering these benefits and blessings the 
Saviour has purchased the soul ; has convinctHl it of 
, His love — ^has won that love. Tlie covenant ontero<l 
into at baptism is confirmed, and the heart's afiec- 
tions are yielded up to Him. Then oonies the 
Uessed experience of the eighth chapter. No con- 
demnation ; a freedom from the law of sin and 
death; spiritual mindedness, which is life and 
peace; the privileges of son and heirship; the 
glorious liberty of the children of God ; the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit ; the consciousnosH of 
His guidance in all the events of life for our good 
(ver. 26) ; conformity to Christ's imago ; the being 
called, justified, glorified ; tho gift of all things to 
us; the fr^dom from all possible condemnation; th(^ 
inseparable and everlasting union of tho soul with 
Christ (vers. 88, 39). " lie that is joined to tlio 
Lord is one spirit." This oneness, this equality, 
sympathy, and communion, are what Christ intends 
when He presents Himself to us in this relation. It 
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is not for us to question it, but to accept ^ 
reverential love all it includes; to enter at o: 
into this blessed relation with the living Savio 
to know Him thus ; to have continual commun 
with Him as the bridegroom of the soul. H( 
pleased to exalt you to this high position of equa 
with Himself, of oneness, of union of heart i 
soul. It is yours gratefully to accept it Unwor 
you are, and ever will be, but your worthiness 
found in Him. With the utmost tenderness He i 
bear with your failings; He knew their utn 
extent before He came to you. He requires o 
from you perfect trust, perfect love, perfect ob< 
ence. It is not servitude, nor bondage : it is lo^ 
Dear reader, do you know Christ in this relati^ 
Do you know the blessedness of communion vi 
TTiTn as the bridegroom of your soul ? He has b 
wooing you. He has proved the reaUty and int 
sity of His love for you by dying on your beh 
■Again and again has He come to you to re^ 
Himself thus to your soul. Have you turned I 
from you P Have you kept Him standing with 
at the door ? If so, be guilty no longer of s 
folly, such sin. The rejection of Him in 1 
relation is fraught with the most tremendous c 
sequences conceivable. Not only do you lose 
that He is capable of being to you, all He wo 
give you, but you are left to reap the bitter frui 
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ftU your folly and sin. You are left to realize the 
intiemess of that eternal separation and isolation of 
tlie sonly which no created thing or power can 
sapply. Married only to the law, your experience 
will be only and always that of the seventh of 
Somans : '' wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliyer me from the body of this death ? " But if 
you will enter into this union with the personal 
living Saviour; if you will make this everlasting 
covenant with Him ; if you will yield yourself up 
to Him and accept Him as your spiritual husband 
and head, all will be welL The blessedness of this 
union no tongue can tell. From all evil, its bitter- 
ness and curse, Jesus will deliver you. Every 
blessing you can desire He will give you. It is a 
small matter even to say these things, great as they 
are, because of the truth that is greater than all, 
that He Himself will ever be to you as the husband 
of your soul ; holding conmiunion with you ; guiding 
yon ; caring for you ; blessing you with His own 
presence, and all that presence brings, for ever and 
ever. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



THE SHEPHERD. 



John x. 14. — " I am the Qood Shepherd and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine." 

EzEKiEL xxxiY. 23. — " And I will set up one shepherd 
over them, and He shall feed them, and shall be their 
shepherd." 

Hebbews xtit. 20. — ** Our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep." 

It has often been remarked that we in this country 
can form but little conception of the tendemees 
that existed in the East between the shepherd 
and the sheep, or of all that was involved in the 
character of the shepherd. Some notion, however 
imperfect, of what it was, may be gathered from 
the fact that Christ Himself, when probably wit- 
nessing the scene of the shepherd caring for his 
sheep, tending them in the rich pasture land, stood 
forth and said, '' I am the Good Shepherd." These 
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Words are as true in iheir application to ns now as 

they were to the people to whom they were spoken. 

It is for ns to endeavour to apprehend in our 

experience the spiritual meaning of this relation of 

Christ to His people. 

There is an infinity of comfort in this revelation 
of CShrist to uSy and it is suited to many of our 
deepest necessities. We need a spiritual shepherd. 
Nothing can so truly set forth our spiritual con- 
dition as sheep in Eastern lands. like them we 
are weak and unable to help ourselves. We are 
80 foolish as ever to incline to wander. On all 
sides we are exposed to the attack of foes. Who 
has not realized the truth of this P It is under 
such circumstances Jesus reveals Himself to us as 
the Good Shepherd. Happy is that Christian who 
is taught by the Holy Spirit to understand all that 
is involved in this relation. 

As the Shepherd Jesus ouma His sheep. He has 
not only created them^ but dearly purchased them 
at the price of His own blood. He is interested in 
iheir condition. He knows their names. They 
are very dear to Him. He knows their hearts. 
Ee is acquaiated with every thought and feeling ; 
andy though He knows their unworthiness, He calls 
them His own sheep, and loves them as such. He 
is continually watching over them. They are 
indebted to Him for deliverance from many an 
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unseen and unknown danger. He is ever supplying 
their necessities. He leads them beside the still 
waters. 

Jesus says, " / know my sheep.*' " The Lord 
knoweth them that are His." "Whom He did fore- 
know He also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of His son. From all eternity He knew 
His sheep. He knows them now, so as to bless, 
preserve, and honour them. He distinguishes 
them from others. He knows them most intimately. 
He has searched them through and through. Their 
heart of hearts is open to Him. Oh, humbling 
thought ! He knows my inmost weaknesses and 
failings — my secret sins, and all the hidden motive 
of my life. And yet, knowing all about me, He 
loves me; He is willing to shepherd me. My 
necessities and wants He will supply. But this is a 
reciprocal acquaintance. Christ not only says, " I 
am the Good Shepherd, and know my sheep ;'' He 
adds, " / am known of mine'' What is this but 
saying, "I am spiritually apprehended by my 
people in this relationship. They know me as 
having tender love for them; they know me as 
present, guiding them; they know me as leading 
them, as feeding them; they know my voice." That 
voice may speak in a storm — in affiction, but we 
shall recognise it as the voice of Jesus. We should 
know Him so as to follow Him wherever He leads. 
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We should wait upon Him just as sheep do upon 
fheir shepherd. We should feel ourselves lost 
inthout Him. Every moment we should be ask- 
ing, ''Lordy what wilt thou have me to do and 
beP" We should then be willing to give up our 
own will and follow His ; to obey Him in all things. 
It is not enough to acknowledge Ohrist as a 
Shspherdy or to say we know He is the Shepherd of 
His people. We want to confide in Him in this 
^tion. We want to make it a reality in our 
experience that He is our Shepherd. We want to 
how all the confidence which a full realization of 
Christ in this blessed relationship will bring us — 
iliat sense of trust and calm repose in Him. In 
every hour of trial and danger we want to run to 
Him, and to experience that He really does shepherd 
08. In every time of real difficulty we want such a 
view of the power and ability of Jesus to help us, 
that we shall really go immediately to Him for help 
and deliverance, and shall feel and know that we 
have it. David evidently must have been taught 
this by the Holy Spirit, when He said, " The Lord 
is my shepherd, I shall not want." This is the 
privilege of all God's people now, to experience the 
tenderness, the protecting care, the love of Jesus as 
a shepherd. It is no mere figure of speech when 
Jesus says, ''I am the Good Shepherd." He does 
really shepherd thus all who permit Him. He has 
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laid down His life for His a 
Bhepheid you. This He Qfl 
He is willing to accompl 
away from Him f Bo yoa fl 
Qp to Him, or to enter 1 
fidlowHimP WiU you tni 
His Toioe f Ah, then it U 
will be separated from the £ 
for ever. You must be pl«i 
and hear the awful seiite 
ye cursed." But if His e 
weloome, " Gome, ye blessed i 
the kingdom prepared for yoi 
datioa of the world." 



CHAPTER Xm. 



THE RESTORER. 



Psalm xxin. 8. — ** He restoreth my soul : He leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." 
HosEA xiv. 4. — " I will heal their backsliding." 

A. SAD experience in our Christian life is our 
tendency to wander from God. We all feel this. 
Sometimes we are made mournfully conscious of it 
vrhen we have long been estranged from Him. 
Few things are more painful than this state of 
heart. Beligious duty is irksome, and the world 
does not possess attractions enough for the mind 
that has been spiritually enlightened. This state 
is often very much aggravated by the painful and 
onsuccessful efforts that are made to regain the 
brmer position and to reproduce former joys. The 
troggle is often of a fearful character ; means are 
lad recourse to in vain. The soul is sometimes led 
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laid down His life for His sheep. And yet He 
shepherd you. This He now lives to accomj 
He is willing to aocompUsh it. Will you 
away from Him ? Do you refuse to yield yoi 
np to Him, or to enter His foldP Will yoi 
follow Him ? Will you turn away a deaf ear 
His Yoice P Ah, then it is a fearful thought! 
will be separated from the Shepherd and His 6 
for ever. You must be placed at His left 1 
and hear the awM sentence, '^ Depart from 
ye cursed." But if His sheep you will hear 
welcome, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, in 
the kingdom prepared for you from before the 1 
dation of the world." 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



THE RESTORER. 



RuLM xxin. 8. — " He restoreth my soul : He leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake." 
HosEA xiv. 4. — " I will heal their backsliding." 

A SAD experience in our Christian life is our 
tendency to wander from God. We all feel this. 
Sometimes we are made mournfully conscious of it 
when we have long been estranged from Him. 
Few things are more painful than this state of 
IiearL Beligious duty is irksome, and the world 
does not possess attractions enough for the mind 
that has been spiritually enlightened. This state 
18 often very much aggravated by the painful and 
^Qisuccesaful efforts that are made to regain the 
former position and to reproduce former joys. The 
straggle is often of a fearful character ; means are 
^ recourse to in vain. The soul is sometimes led 
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to the' borders of despair. How truly lamentabl 
is the condition of such an one ! His heart i 
hardened; he cannot pray. Conscious of mucl 
opposition to the Spirit of God, the temptations o 
Satan are often listened to, that the unpardonabl 
sin may have been conunitted. His remorse i 
increased by the remembrance of joys once ex 
perienced but now lost. What will meet such i 
case ? Nothing but the Scriptural presentation o 
the Saviour as the Restorer of the soul. Or wha 
will meet the case of the frequent backslidings o 
God's children ? What will deliver them from ihi 
sense of self-degradation and shame and self 
reproach they suffer as the consequence of thei 
wanderings P Or, more important still, in wha 
way can they really be restored ? There is onl; 
one answer to these questions. The living Saviou 
is the Restorer of His people. Christ is revealed i 
this very relation to meet this exigency. Gk> 
knew that even His own people, like sheep, wonl 
go astray. Whenever we are conscious of wandei 
ing, and desire to return, we should look to Jestu 
and believe in Him as able and willing to restoi 
us, and He will restore us. To know Him in thi 
relation is to see how real and true and deep ai 
His sympathy and love for us. He does not tur 
away from us when we go astray from Him. Yo 
are none the less His sheep,' though you may hai 
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ixrandered. All is darkness in your heart ; and no 
wonder, for you have gone astray from the light. 
Bat the Restorer, whose special work it is to hring 
you hack, is watching you. He was grieved at 
your departure. He has tracked your steps to 
biing you back again. The desire in your heart 
to return He has begotten, and He is now round 
about you, waiting your return. The very dark- 
ness and misery you experience are intended to 
lead you back to Him. He has been following you 
with the gentle monitions of His Spirit. He speaks 
to you now, and says, " Return unto me : I will 
leal your backslidings, I will receive you graciously, 
and love you freely." 

This is His language addressed to you now, no 
matter how often or how far you may have wan- 
dered. He is still waiting and willing to receive 
you. Not more earnestly or sincerely did the 
Eastern shepherd follow the wandering sheep 
through ravines and dells and thorny paths than 
does Jesus follow you ; not so tenderly or lovingly 
did the shepherd carry home on his shoulders the 
footsore, weary wanderer, than would Jesus bear 
you, if you would but commit yourself unto Him. 
Hub is all He requires ; but this you must do : it is 
the very condition of restoration, it is the only way 
it can be eflfected. You have foolishly imagined 
you could of yourself retrace your steps, or that. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE KEEPER. 



1 Pbteb I. 6. — " Who are kept by the power of God.** I i 



2 Tim. i. 12. — '' For I am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him against tbal 
day." 

Psalm cxxi. 6. — ** The Lord is thy keeper." 

Few things distress the Christian more than the 
thought which sometimes enters the heart — Shall I 
really be kept unto life everlasting? Will sin 
ever regain dominion over meP Shall I always 
have this assurance of God's pardon and love? 
This thought is sometimes varied and presented to 
the mind in different forms, and causes great 
anxiety. 

We want then to know Christ in this relation- 
ship — as the Keeper of His people. He says, " I 
know my sheep, and I will give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish." We find Him 
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leclaring, in prayer to His Father, that He had 
icted as the Keeper of His own disciples, — " While 
! was with them in the world I kept them in thy 
lame : those that thou gayest me I have kept, and 
lone of them is lost." We cannot doubt but that 
le is still the same Keeper of His people. " The 
itemal God is thy refuge, and imderneath are the 
everlasting arms." 

That which causes us this fear and distress is our 
»wn experience of past failure in our attempts to be 
iolj and to obey God. Who is there who has not 
)een made painfully conscious of his weakness by 
"epeated failure P Let broken resolutions speak ; 
et your present low attainments and your state 
)efore God bear witness. But is it always to be 
10 P Is there no relief? Yes, oh yes, there is. 
[t is nigh you, but you have overlooked it ; it is 
)ffered you, but you have turned away from it ; it 
a known to you, and yet not employed by you. 
Familiar with the fact of a Saviour and of His life 
^ou may be; but if you know Him not as the 
Javiour who is able, not only to quell every rising 
fear in your heart, but as able also to preserve 
^ou from sin unto life everlasting, you really know 
ffim yet but to little purpose. For this very end 
ffe is revealed to His people as their Keeper. We 
$an only be kept, as we are looking to and de- 
)ending upon Him. We cannot keep ourselves. 
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Dependenee is our might. When passion rises it is 
not for US to philosophize about its evils, but to lise 
to the highest motive power to subdue it ; to look 
off from passion to the living Saviour^ If we stop 
to reason about it/ we parley with the tempter, and 
are lost ; but if we look to Jesus with the look that 
says, " Lord, I perish unless thou dost save me; I am 
weak; I cannot help myself; Lord^help me/' Jesos 
can and will keep you from it. When tempted to 
neglect duty — some private devotion^ conmLunion 
with Jesus, or some active work for Him — ^remember 
only Jesus can keep you in the path of duty ; and 
even He can only keep you as you really^ and from 
the heart, trust EEim and look to Him only as yonr 
Keeper. There is often a mingling of self and 
Christ in this, which^ as in efforts for our own sal- 
vation, defeats its own end. A little of self and a 
little of Christ will not save us; self must be wholly 
given up; Christ must be all. We can never 
succeed if we say, " I will do all I can, and I will 
look to the Lord to help me." Should we not 
rather say, " The Lord shall be my Keeper ; I will 
look to Him only and wholly as my Preserver P* 
This is the firsty the second, and the last step to 
preservation, and when Christ is received into the 
heart in this relation you can go forth and battle 
manftdly. 

The mistake St. Peter made when he went to 
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our blessed Lord, walking upon the water, was 
rOna : he found he could walk ; he gained self-con- 
fidence ; he looked away from Jesus — it was but for 
^ m moment, but it was enough ; his own strength, 
he found, was weakness; when he beheld the 
wayes, he began to sink. Here was a little of his 
own strength and a little of Christ's ; but it would 
not do. 

Hard as it may seem, the groat lesson we all 
have to learn is wholly to lose sight of self in God. 
This is the most difficult lesson of our lives ; it is 
as though God told us to stand upon the surface of 
the ocean, saying, "By my power you can stand 
there ; look to me, and I will keep you from sink- 
ing, but immediately you forget the power by which 
you stand you will assuredly sink.'' God has 
brought us into an extraordinary state of salvation 
by Christ. His power alone has brought us into it ; 
His power alone can preserve us. Need we wonder 
that we fall when we forget Him P By the power of 
God we are kept ; and yet we act as though it were 
by our own power. The heart must have no trust 
whatever in itself ; there must be no confidence in 

9 

the flesh ; Jesus must be received as the Keeper of 
the heart and life ; all must be referred to Him ; all 
must be given up to Him ; and if He keeps us now 
in this life we may be sure He will keep us through 
eternity and He will keep us; While we depend 
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laid down His life for His sheep. And yet 
shepherd you. This He now lives to ace 
He is wilUng to aooomplish it. Will 3 
away from Him ? Do you reftise to yield 
up to Him, or to enter His foldP Will 
follow Him ? Will you turn away a deaf 
His voice ? Ah, then it is a fearful thou^ 
will be separated from the Shepherd and I 
for ever. You must be placed at His le 
and hear the awfrd sentence, ''Depart £ 
ye cursed." But if His sheep you will 1 
welcome, " Come, ye blessed of my Fathei 
the kingdom prepared for you from before 1 
dation of the world." 



CHAPTER XV. 



OUK PEACE. 



John xiv. 27. — " Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto you." 
Eph. II. 14. — ** He is our peace." 
Isaiah ix. 6. — " The Prince of Peace." 

If anything is plain in the Holy Scriptures, it is 
that the Christian religion is a religion of peace. 
Our God is the God of peace ; our Saviour is the 
Prince of Peace. 

A peace that passeth all understanding, which 
the world cannot give or take away, a joy unspeak- 
able, is the great blessing of every Christian. ** He 
shall enter into peace^^ is especially and emphati- 
cally the blessing attendant upon believing. ^' We 
which have believed do enter into re^V^ 

When looking to Christ there is peace from the 
pangs and upbraidings of a guilty conscience ; the 
heart is at rest when the blood of Jesus is sprinkled 
upon it. There is peace now in the contemplation 
of an offended God, a trampled law, a severe justice. 
The work the Saviour has accomplished is a perfect 
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to the' borders of despair. How truly lamentabb 
is the condition of such an one ! His heart k 
hardened; he cannot pray. Conscious of muA 
opposition to the Spirit of Gh)d, the temptations of 
Satan are often listened to, that the unpardonabk 
sin may have been committed. His remorse is 
increased by the remembrance of joys once ex- 
perienced but now lost. What will meet such a 
case P Nothing but the Scriptural presentation of 
the Saviour as the Restorer of the soul. Or what 
will meet the case of the frequent backslidings oi 
God's children P What will deliver them from the 
sense of self-degradation and shame and self- 
reproach they suffer as the consequence of their 
wanderings P Or, more important still, in what 
way can they really be restored P There is only 
one answer to these questions. The living Saviour 
is the Kestorer of His people. Christ is revealed in 
this very relation to meet this exigency. God 
knew that even His own people, like sheep, would 
go astray. Whenever we are conscious of wander- 
ing, and desire to return, we should look to Jesus, 
and believe in Him as able and willing to restore 
us, and He will restore us. To know Him in this 
relation is to see how real and true and deep are 
His sympathy and love for us. He does not ton 
away from us when we go astray from Him. You 
are none the less His sheep, though you may have 
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wandered. All is darkness in your heart ; and no 
wonder, for you have gone astray from the light. 
But the Restorer, whose special work it is to bring 
yon back, is watching you. He was grieved at 
your departure. He has tracked your steps to 
bring you back again. The desire in your heart 
to return He has begotten, and He is now round 
about you, waiting your return. The very dark- 
ness and misery you experience are intended to 
lead you back to Him. He has been following you 
with the gentle monitions of His Spirit. He speaks 
to you now, and says, " Return unto me : I will 
heal your backslidings, I will receive you graciously, 
and love you freely." 

This is His language addressed to you now, no 
matter how often or how far you may have wan- 
dered. He is still waiting and willing to receive 
you. Not more earnestly or sincerely did the 
Eastern shepherd follow the wandering sheep 
through ravines and dells and thorny paths than 
does Jesus follow you ; not so tenderly or lovingly 
did the shepherd carry home on his shoulders the 
footsore, weary wanderer, than would Jesus bear 
yon, if you would but commit yourself unto Him. 
This is all He requires^ but this you must do : it is 
the very condition of restoration, it is the only way 
it can be eflFected. You have foolishly imagined 
you oould of yourself retrace your steps, or that. 
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the enjoyment of everlasting peace. The prophet 
Isaiah tells us God's intention — " Then had thy 
peace been as a river/' As a river ever increasmg 
in breadth and depth, until it is lost in the mighty 
ocean. Or as a river that is filled up from the sea 
of God's own love. As a river that flows steadily 
onward, notwithstanding all the opposition it may 
encounter. As a river in its calm and tranquil 
surface, fitly setting forth the serenity and repose of 
the soul ; and as a river exerting its beneficial in» 
fiuence upon all around. 

This is not only God's intention respecting nSf 
but He has made a perfect provision for its accom- 
plishment in the gift of His Son. " He is our peace." 
Only by looking continually to Him, only by re- 
ceiving Him can we enjoy it. It is not by looking 
to self, but by looking to Christ ; not by inquiries 
how I feel, but by remembering what Christ is ; not 
what am I doing, but what Christ has done. 

When shall we understand this P When shall W0 
leave for ever all self-righteous efforts to secure peace, 
and trust to Jesus only ? When shall we fully accept 
this, God's perfect deliverance from fear and every 
distracting cause, which He has once for all provided 
for us in Christ, and cease all our efforts to do what 
it is impossible we ever can do, restore peace to oui* 
own souls ; and when shall we enter into peace by 
receiving Jesus as our peace P 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE WAY. 



John xiv. 6. — " I am the Way** 
Heb. X. 20. — " A new and living Way" 
Heb. IX. 8.—" The Way into the holiest of all." 

This relation in which Christ stands to His people 
may be regarded as an answer to many of the diffi- 
cult questions that agitate the heart of man. Jesus 
Himself, as the God-man, is near us now, and 
answers us all just as He answered the doubting 
question of Thomas in these divine words — " I am 
the way." 

Do you ask, " How can I become convinced of sin, 
its enmity, and its evil, and how can I repent P" "I 
am the way," is the answer of Jesus. A sight of 
TTiTn in his spotless holiness, a view of Him by faith 
as suffering for, and on behalf of sinners, will lead 
you to exclaim with Job, " Now mine eye seeth 
thee I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
Or a view of the glorified Saviour, as in the case of 
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Saul, will produce the same effect, since ** He is a- lie: 
alted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance tn lit^ 
Israel." Do you ask, " How can I obtain forpTO- m£* 
ness ?" Jesus replies, " I am the way." Himhafli ii 
God exalted to give "forgiveness of sins." "By Kt 
Him all that believe are justified from all things'' |ii€ 
Are you inquiring, "How can I be reeondkdia Vt* 
God?" Jesus says, " I am the way." " All thingsaie lir 
of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesos he 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of leooDf 1^ 
ciliation to wit, that God was in Christ, reconcDiiig n 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres- lii 
passes unto them : and hath committed unto us the I st 
word of reconciliation." l^ 

Is it your anxious question. How can I overoomfi lii 
sin P Jesus says, " I am the way." "This is the I i 
victory that overcometh the world," the world of sin, I 
" even our faith." The next verse shows us the I 
object of that faith. " Who is he that overcometh I 
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the I 
Son of God." I 

Are you asking, "Haw can I become holy P" Jesne I 
says, " I am the way." " Christ of God is made I 
unto us sanctification." How can I obtain assur- | 
ance P Still Christ is the way ; believing in Him 
alone will give it. How can I triumph over death 
and secure meetness for heaven P Still is it none 
but Jesus ; He only is the way. 
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Men have tried other ways ; morality, self- 
{hteousness, good works, dependence upon frames 
id feelings ; but they have tried in vain. When 
tall we learn to cease all our own efforts, to re- 
)unce all self-righteousness, and to receive Christ 
one as the way P 

He as the way is consecrated to us by the steps 
our fathers ; by the disciples, the prophets, the 
ktriarchs, and by all who are saved. God has 
aced various sign^'posts which meet us in the 
kthway of life, and direct us to walk in this way. 
is our higheat privilege and happiness to be found 
er walking in it. It is not enough to acknowledge 
irist, to profess to know something of Him, to be 
)ve in Him, as it is sometimes understood ; a dead 
Lth will not bring these blessings ; there must be 
i actual and conscious walking in Christ, the way. 
He is the living way. Why the living way P There 
a deep spiritual meaning hidden in this relation 
I in all the relations of Christ. There is the idea 
* entire dependence upon Him; of continually 
)iding in Him ; of deriving all from Him ; we are 
lusciously to walk in Him as in a way. The living 
hrist is Himself the way. This is often so com- 
.ented upon and refined as to be explained away 
I its high and living import. The Holy Spirit 
one can reveal to us all that is involved in walking 
iua consciously in Christ . as the way. There is a 
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humble, calm sense of safety which nothing oaaafS 
shake ; there is the firm persuasion of being li^ 
which yields continual joy ; there is fellowship wift 
the Father and the Son, which is sweeter than ill 
the world can afford. But while we know all tibis 
and experience it, even for a short period^ our 
difficulty is to walk continually in this way. Saki 
brings all his energies to bear upon thk pofaiti \b 
force us out of the way Christ. He well knows it 
he can but succeed in alluring us out of the waj, 
if he can only get us to walk in some other way, !•» 
sembling this, or contiguous to this, that then he 
can lead us further and further astray. 

The world has its ways, that we feel are perfectly 
lawful to walk in, and so we go in them, and leave 
Christ. Our own hearts suggest we cannot ctlm/^ 
walk in this way. That it is well sometimes on 
Sabbaths, at ordinances, and at stated times of de- 
votion, but that we must sometimes leaye it, and 
walk in other ways. This is the cause of our £EtIL If 
we saw that we should never leave Christ, never 
deviate by one footstep from this way ; if we directed 
all our energies and efforts to keep in fliis way, and 
all our prayers to the Holy Spirit to keep us in it» 
how different our life would be. We need not forsake 
the world to do this ; we dare not. Bather should 
we imitate ffim, who when on earth was the most 
active mover among men. The spirit of our idi- 



THE WAY. 77 

lion we can carry with us into all we think, or do, 
•^ say. But Christ must be the way. Then in 
be eyil hour of temptation you can stand. Christ 
t the way to resist it. 

Reader, have you yourself entered this way P Are 
ou really walking in it P You enter it by faith ; 
ou abide in it by faith ; but the way itself is the 
dwelling living Saviour. When you walk in this 
^Jf yo^ depend upon Him ; you embrace Him ; 
>a appropriate Him; you realize Him in your 
3art and life, as the centre and support of all ; you 
^nsoiously rest upon Him as the way. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE TRUTH. 



John xviii. 37. — " To this end was I hcfm, and for fhis 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witnen 
unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth hearefh my 
voice." 

John xiv. 6. — " I am the truth." 

I John hi. 19. — " And hereby we know that we are of 
the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him." 

When Christ stood before Pilate, He preached Him- 
self as the Gospel ; He declared that HeVas a king 
— that He came to set up a spiritual kingdom. He 
told him the object of His incarnation^ vi^., to bear 
witness to the truth — and even urged Pilate to 
believe it. " Every one that is of the truth, hearefli 
my voice/' But Pilate only replied by putting the 
question, "What is truth?" This is often the 
sneer of the world. Truth — ^what is truth P as if 
there were any such thing as sincerity or truth in 
men's thoughts, feelings, and conduct. Such meni 
judge others from their own corrupt hearts^ But 
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luestion — ^What is truth P may be regarded as a 
re inquiry. The heathen, in their various 
ions, are unconsciously asking this question, 
inquiry among us is still earnestly put, What 
uth as to religion P Cowper well and beauti- 
answers, " 'Twas Pilate's question put to truth 
?' Jesus declares, " I am the truth." His 
ce on the occasion of Pilate's question was 
y significant. It was as much as to say, "Think 
le ; look upon me ; I am the truth." Christ 
self as the Divine person — self-existent, un- 
geable, is the truth. 

any Christians have, we fear, but a slight 
ehension of Christ as the truth. It is often 
sd in its meaning. To the minds of many 
mveys no other idea than that Christ was 
axihev of the truth; that He came to reveal 
truth relative to God, and the way of salva- 
He most assuredly did this, but He Him- 
was, and is the truth, and must be so under- 
l and received by His people. Words are not 
truth. Doctrine is not the truth ; they may 
3sent the truth, and doctrine is only true and 
le as it represents Christ. But Christ is Him- 
bhe essence and the embodiment of truth. When 
ightly apprehend this relation, we feel we dare 
rest in doctrine, in external worship, in the 
e ; but must rise through them, and by them 
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and finished work. It is infinitely efficadous ; it i» 
accepted of God ; it has atoned for all the wrong sin. 
has done. When Jesus stood in the place of sin- 
ners, it was as if He said, " On me be thy wrath, 
my father, but let the sons of men be free.'' 
The knowledge and the belief of this truth alone can 
bring peace to the heart. This is the peace which 
passeth xmderstanding. It is not merely the peace 
Christ gives, but the peace He brings. When He 
takes possession of the heart. He of course brings 
with Him all that He is. 

The expression is remarkable. It is not merely, 
" Peace I leave with you," but " My peace give I 
unto you," i.e.y the peace I enjoy. The Apostle 
St. Paul speaks of it as "the peace of God" — 
"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts." 
The peace of God, the peace which Jesus has, 
is calm; it rests upon a solid foundation, and is 
an eternal peace. We as Christians are privileged 
to enter into this peace. Do you doubt it P Does 
not Jesus say, " My peace give I xmto you P" They 
are His own loving words ; they are as certain of 
fulfilment as any of His promises, as certain as His 
ownbeing. 

Do you ask " How can I obtain it P How con- 
tinue in the enjoyment of itP How increase itP" 
The only reply is, "-Hi? is our peace.'* The Holy 
Spirit alone can reveal Christ to you in this rela- 
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tion. If you knew the living Saviour thus, you 
would find Him the efficient cause of this peace ; 
you would have Him continually with you, re* 
Jnoving every obstruction in the way of its exercise, 
afi it begins to rise. He would chide all disturbing 
oauses ; He would increase its measure ; Ho would 
Himself dwell in us as our peace; and thus the peace 
of God would effectually rule in our hearts. 

This is what as Christians we earnestly desire. 
Often we long for more peace. We have at times 
I'ealized and enjoyed this peace. At our early con- 
reimon, at the Holy Communion, or at some season 
)f private devotion, when we beheld the Saviour as 
)ur substitute, when we had a sight of the cross, 
hen we had peaca. 

We now inwardly sigh and pant continually after 
t ; but often we know not how to get it. This is 
he way. Me is our peace. It can be restored to 
IS in no other way than that by which we first 
tttained it Looking only to Jesus as guilty and 
iondeomed dinners, we must again receive Him as 
)ur peace. But instead of this, when we have 
)eace from believing, so treacherous are our hearts, 
hat we take com£Drt from that, and so try to gather 
}eace from our own experiences. But this is sure 
to fail. We cannot live upon the past ; it must be 
Jesus now, just as it was Jesus at the first. 

Ood, in giving us His Son, has made provision for 
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the enjoyment of everlasting peace. The prophet 
Isaiah tells us God's intention — " Then had thy 
peace been as a river." As a river ever increasing 
in breadth and depth, until it is lost in the mighty 
ocean. Or as a river that is filled up from the sea 
of God's own love. As a river that flows steadily 
onward, notwithstanding all the opposition it may 
encounter. As a river in its calm and tranquil 
surface, fitly setting forth the serenity and repose of 
the soul ; and as a river exerting its beneficial in- 
fluence upon all around. 

This is not only God's intention respecting us, 
but He has made a perfect provision for its accom- 
plishment in the gift of His Son. " He is our peace." 
Only by looking continually to Him, only by re- 
ceiving Him can we enjoy it. It is not by looking 
to self, but by looking to Christ ; not by inquiries 
how I feel, but by remembering what Christ is ; not 
what am I doing, but what Christ has done. 

When shall we understand this P When shall we 
leave for ever all self-righteous eflbrts to secure peace, 
and trust to Jesus only ? When shall we ftdly accept 
this, God's perfect deliverance from fear and every 
distracting cause, which He has once for all provided 
for us in Christ, and cease all our eflbrts to do what 
it is impossible we ever can do, restore peace to oui* 
own souls ; and when shall we enter into peace by 
receiving Jesus as our peace P 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE WAY. 



John xiv. 6. — " I am the Way.** 

Hbb. X. 20.—" A new and living Way,** 

Heb. IX. 8.—" The Way into the holiest of all." 

?His relation in which Clirist stands to His people 
aay be regarded as an answer to many of the diffi- 
olt questions that agitate the heart of man. Jesus 
limself, as the God-man, is near us now, and 
nswers us all just as He answered the doubting 
uestion of Thomas in these divine words — " I am 
de way." 

Do you ask, " How can I become convinced of sin, 
s enmity, and its evil, and how can I repent P" "I 
m the way," is the answer of Jesus. A sight of 
\xm in his spotless holiness, a view of Him by faith 
B suffering for, and on behalf of sinners, will lead 
ou to exclaim with Job, " Now mine eye seeth 
bee I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
)r a view of the glorified Saviour, as in the case of 
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Saul, will produce the same effect, since ^' He is ex- 
alted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance to 
Israel." Do you ask, " How can I obtain forgive- 
ness ?'' Jesus replies, " I am the way." Himhafli 
God exalted to give "forgiveness of sins." "By 
Him all that believe are justified from all things." 
Are you inquiring, " How can I be reconciled to 
God?" Jesus says, " I am the way." " All things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of leocm- 
ciliation to wit, that God was in Christ, recondling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them : and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation." 

Is it your anxious question. How can I overcome 
sin ? Jesus says, " I am the way." " This is the 
victory that overcometh the world," the world of sin, 
" even our faith." The next verse shows us the 
object of that faith. " Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God." 

Are you asking, ^'Haw can I become holy P" Jesus 
says, " / am the way." " Christ of God is made 
unto us sanctification." How can I obtain assur- 
ance P Still Christ is the way ; believing in Him 
alone will give it. How can I triumph over deaib 
and secure meetness for heaven P Still is it none 
but Jesus ; He only is the way. 
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Men have tried other ways ; morality, self- 
xighteousness, good works, dependence upon frames 
and feelings ; but they have tried in vain. When 
ahall we learn to cease all our own efforts, to re- 
nounce all self-righteousness, and to receive Christ 
alone as the way P 

He as the way is consecrated to us by the steps 
of our &thers ; by the disciples, the prophets, the 
patriarchs, and by all who are saved. God has 
placed various sign^-posts which meet us in the 
pathway of life, and direct us to walk in this way. 
It is our highest privilege and happiness to be found 
ever walking in it. It is not enough to acknowledge 
Christ, to profess to know something of Him, to be 
lieve in Him, as it is sometimes understood ; a dead 
{Sedth will not bring these blessings ; there must be 
an actual and conscious walking in Christ, the way. 
He is the living way. Why the living way P There 
is a deep spiritual meaning hidden in this relation 
as in all the relations of Christ. There is the idea 
of entire dependence upon Him; of continually 
abiding in Him ; of deriving all from Him ; we are 
consciously to walk in Him as in a way. The living 
Christ is Himself the way. This is often so com- 
mented upon and refined as to be explained away 
in its high and living import. The Holy Spirit 
alone can reveal to us all that is involved in walking 
thus consciously in Christ as the way. There is a 



86 THE FULNESS OF JESTJS. 

blessed truth to every Christian. The Holy Spirit 
alone can unfold all its deep spiritual meaning. It 
is full of rich and blessed Christian experience ; the 
Christian's death unto sin and self ; his life to righte- 
ousness and God. Self is lost sight of, covered, 
absorbed, put out of sight, lost as the dew-drop in 
the sunbeam, and Christ is all, so that the believer 
can say, " For me to live is Chrisf 

From this relation we see the real, close, and 
intimate union which must subsist between the soul 
and Christ. He is our life. It shows us how we 
can have the spiritual life within us in all its vigour 
and activity, by receiving Christ. " The life I live 
is by faith in the Son of God." 

We can see the cause of this life declining 
within us ; we do not receive Christ as our life — 
as the source of all our enjoyment. 

We learn how this life can be nourished, 
strengthened, and sustained, viz., by receiving Christ 
as our life. He developes His own life within us. He 
raises the soul from spiritual death. The very be- 
ginning of this life comes from Him, ^' In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through Him." The continual support 
of this life comes only from His presence and in- 
dwelling. He is the nourishment, and the susten- 
anoe of this life. 
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We see how infinitely superior is this life to 
lU other. It is so in itself. It is the life of 
9-od in the soul. It is life everlasting. It is so 
in the enjoyment it gives, and in the influence 
it exerts upon others. If Christ as our life is 
believed in and received, our life will resemble 
Christ's. 

And the more we apprehend this truth, the more 
nearly will our life approach His. We know His 
was a life of perfect love to God and man ; of sielf- 
sacrifice, of prayer, of usefulness, of suflfering, and 
yet of calm satisfaction and joy. 

Header, you have made many attempts to live 
such a life, but you are conscious of failure. Let 
this relation show you the cause. You have been 
looking to second causes, and not to Christ alone as 
your life ; to the stream, and not to the fountain 
head. You have not sufficiently realized your 
own spiritual death, and depended upon Christ 
alone as your life. You have not sought Him, and 
received Him only as your life. 

Beloved, do you desire this life spiritual, with 
all its blessedness, with all its enjoyment? God 
proposes it to you. He says, "He that believeth 
on Jesus hath everlasting life." "He that hath 
the Son hath life." He is intensely anxious to 
give you this life. Do you ask, How can I secure 
itP The reply is. Simply accept the Christ of 
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God. BeKeve on the Lord Jesus Christ, i 
you shall have life everlasting. This was 1 
St. Paul attained it. Believe in Christ anc 
shall he yours. Die unto sin ; live unto holii 
Believe in Jesus. Look to the Saviour, 
simple look will hring you life; and this life 
be yours for ever. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 



John yni. 12. — "Then spake Jesus again unto them, 
laying, I am the light of the world : he that foUoweth me 
ihaU not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

John xii. 46. — " I am come a light into the world, that 
irhosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." 

John i. 9. — " That was the true Light, which lighteth 
svery man that cometh into the world." 

Light is the most beautiful and glorious object in 
Aie universe. It was the first created thing. God 
»id, " Let there be light : and there was light." It 
was the reflection of Himself, of His own essence, 
purity, and glory. The few descriptions we have 
)f God all seem to associate and connect His very 
3eing with light. "He dwelleth in light un- 
ipproachable, which no man hath seen or can see." 
' He covereth Himself with light as with a gar- 
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menf " This then is the message which we have, 
heard of Him, and declare nnto you that GK)d u^i{ 
light, and in Him is no darkness at all/' The 
highest revelation of God to man in Jesus Ghikt 
is called, ^' A light to lighten the Gentiles/' Ghikt 
is spoken of as the Sun of Eighteousness, who shell 
arise with healing in His wings. He is the bright 
and morning star. St. John speaks of Hfl^ as '^ the 
true Light that lighteth every man that oomdiL 
into the world." And Jesus Himself stood forUi in 
the temple at Jerusalem and dedared, '^ I am the 
Light of the world/' And when for a moment the 
earthly veil is withdrawn which hides the divine 
nature of Christ from men, what do we behold? 
Jesus in the moxmt of transfiguration, His face 
shining as the sun. His raiment white as the light 
When He appeared to Saul of Tarsus, it was an 
appearance above the brightness of the son at 
noonday, so that he fell on his face as dead, and 
was struck with blindness. Surely these descrip- 
tions and statements involve something more than 
mere emblems or figures of speech. When it is 
said of Jesus, He is the true Light, it must be in a 
higher sense than that He teaches true doctrine. 
He who is light lighteth us. Are we not to unde^ 
stand by this the light His real presence sheds 
around us and within usP that just as physical 
light is a reality enabling us to discern objects we 
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ret could behold without it, so is Christ a spiritual 
iit unto us. Just as the eye sees by means of 
ht, so does the mind see spiritual truth by Christ, 
> light of the worid. It is only in His light we 
1 apprehend spiritual truth and doctrine. A 
in may be well instructed in all the facts of the 
epely and yet be in spiritual darkness, because he 
9 not opened his mind to admit the Light of the 
rid. The light of the sun brings before us the 
kuiy of hill and dale, mountain and river ; the 
ondour of the foliage ; the graceful form ; the 
EUidering brook ; the variegated aspect of the 
3 of nature in its ten thousand forms, and the 
dness and beneficence portrayed in the human 
ntenance. So Christ, as the Light of the 
itual world, brings no less truly before us the 
.uties and attractions of holiness ; the love of 
1 ; the atonement of Christ ; the gift and work 
tiie Spirit; the Christian graces and virtues, 
ih, hope, love, humility, gentleness, meekness, 
ience. When we receive Christ as the Light, 
behold these in their true light. He shines 
and upon all truth. He illumines the very 
;e8 of the Bible, so that they acquire a force, an 
arest, and a meaning they never had before, 
tien we receive Jesus as our Light, our very 
ntenances may reflect it, as did the face of 
ses when coming from the Mount. 
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This relation of Christ will teach us the ^ 
of our spiritual darkness. This is a sad expe^^ 
with the Christian, and yet it often recuis; ^ 
why P Because Christ is not received as the lip 
The shining of the sun will be of no advantage < 
benefit to us unless we receive its light. ^ 
folly it would be to retire to some cellar, or darl 
our rooms. Continually do we receive and m 
use of the light of the sun; so do we want 
use the Light, Jesus Christ. " He that follow 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
light of life." " When thine eye is single, 
whole body also is full of light. If thy wl 
body therefore be full of light, having no ] 
dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when 
bright shining of a candle doth give thee light" 

We must receive Christ as our spiritual light, 
as really and as simply as we receive and use 
natural light. " I am come," says Christ, " a 1 
into the world, that whosoever believeth on 
should not abide in darkness." This is recei^ 
this Hght, beKeving in Jesus. "While ye 1 
light, believe in the light, that ye may be 
children of light." Continually to receive Hii 
walking in this light. '' If any man walk in 
day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 1 
of this world ; but if a man walk in the nighl 
stumbleth^ because there is no light in him." 
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.1 how men eixe preserved from error when 

« directly to Christ as their light. They 

ierved from error in doctrine, and in life. 

in describe the blessedness of walking in 

ht P St. John tells us something about it 

ae says, '^ If we walk in the light as He is 

light, we have fellowship one with another, 

e blood of Jesus Christ His son cleanseth us 

ill sin.'' 

ar reader, you want to receive Christ con- 

Uy as the light of your soul, and of all your 

;ual life. Seek to know Him experimentally aa 

light by which you walk, and then you will 

>ct His light to others. " Arise, shine," is the 

ne command ; " for thy light is come, and the 

y of the Lord is risen upon thee.'' " Shine ye 

ights in the world." We are to shine as the 

m and stars for the guidance of others, or oa the 

ihouse to the mariner. We are to let our light 

shine before men that they, seeing our good 

ks, may glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

I are to shine thus prominently in our acts and 

ds for the salvation of others; the consolation 

jach other, and the glory of God. 

^.he advances the Gospel has made ; the peculiar 

ms of the times ; the encouragements and helps 

have, all unite in making this language emphatic 

powerful. "Arise, shine." But let us ever 
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remember we have no light in ourselves ; we the 
fore cannot shine of ourselves; we can only 
any measure shine as we catch the beams of 1 
Sun of Righteousness. Oh, let us walk contmua 
in His light ; let us bathe our souls daily in it, H 
in us there may be no darkness at all. 



CHAPTER XX. 



OUR PORTION 



Psalm oxix. 67. — " Thou art my portion." 
Col. I. 27. — " Christ in you, the hope of glory." 
Psalm xvi. 6. — "The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance." 



Ip we would advance in the Christian life, we 
should know and embrace Christ as the portion of 
the soul ; we should know the value of Him as seen 
in this relation, our need of Him in it ; and how we 
are actually to realize in our experience all the 
blessedness it involves. The portion men strive 
to attain in this life may help us to come to an 
understanding of God as our portion. 

An earthly portion or inheritance yields much 
comfort and enjoyment, and God who is the portion 
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God. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, i 
you shall have life everlasting. This was 1 
St. Paul attained it. Believe in Christ and 
shall be yours. Die unto sin ; live unto holin 
Believe in Jesus. Look to the Saviour. 1 
simple look will bring you life; and this life ^ 
be yours for ever. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 



John vni. 12. — "Then spake Jesus again unto them, 

^ymgt I am the light of the world : he that foUoweth me 

^haJl not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

John xii. 46. — " I am come a light into the world, that 

Whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness." 

John i. 9. — " That was the true Light, which lighteth 
^ery man that cometh into the world." 

Light is the most beautiful and glorious object in 
;he universe. It was the first created thing. God 
said, " Let there be light : and there was light." It 
wBa the reflection of Himself, of His own essence, 
purity, and glory. Tho few descriptions we have 
}f God all seem to associate and connect His very 
being with light. "He dwelleth in light un- 
approachable, which no man hath seen or can see." 
" He covereth Himself with light as with a gar- 
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ment/' *' This then is the message whicb 
heard of Him, and declare unto you thi 
light, and in Him is no darkness at al 
highest revelation of God to man in Jes 
is called, ^' A light to liglften the Gentiles 
is spoken of as the Sun of Eighteousness, 
arise with healing in His wings. He is 
and morning star. St. John speaks of Hd 
true Light that lighteth every man thi 
into the world." And Jesus Himself sto( 
the temple at Jerusalem and declared, * 
Light of the world." And when for a m 
earthly veil is withdrawn which hides 
nature of Christ from men, what do w 
Jesus in the mount of transfiguration^ 
shining as the sun. His raiment white as 
When He appeared to Saul of Tarsus, 
appearance above the brightness of ti 
noonday, so that he fell on his face as 
was struck with blindness. Surely thes 
tions and statements involve something ] 
mere emblems or figures of speech. ^ 
said of Jesus, He is the true Light, it m\ 
higher sense than that He teaches true 
He who is light lighteth us. Are we not 
stand by this the light His real prese 
around us and within usP that just a 
light is a reality enabling us to discern 
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<' Whom have I in heaven but thee P and there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides thee. My 
flesh and my heart fEuleth : but God is the strength 
of my hearty and my portion for ever." (Psalm 
Ixxiii. 25, 26.) 



CHAPTER XXI. 



CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION. 



Hebrews ii. 10. — " The captain of their salvatLon." 
Joshua v. 14. — " And he said, As captain of the host of 
the Lord am I now come." 

Few things are clearer, both from the testimony of 
Holy Scripture and from our own experience, than 
that our Christian life is a continual conflict. As 
Christians we have gained much, and therefore we 
have much to lose. The powers of darkness, the 
spiritual wickednesses in high places, are ever 
anxious to wrest from us what we have gained in 
our redemption — present peace and salvation ; and 
even to conquer and subdue us. This needs no 
illustration: conflicts with spiritual adversaries are 
too oft-recurring experiences in the Christian life 
for any to doubt it. The great matter is for the 
soul in all these spiritual conflicts to know and 
apprehend Christ as the Captain of salvation, ever 
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And to lead it on to victory, and so to make it 
e than a conqueror in all its conflicts with the 
Id, the flesh, and the devil, 
rhis is the only reason the soul is ever overcome 
baffled in spiritual conflicts^ It does not place 
jelf implicitly under the guidance of its Captain, 
at goes forth alone to the conflict, and so is sure 
fdl. The reason of the soul thus going forth 
done must be either its ignorance of this relation 
of Christ in all its fulness, or forgetfulness of it, or 
a distrust of Him in it. The diflerence seen in the 
life and character of the saints in Holy Scripture is 
traceable to this. Thus Samson was mighly when 
united to Christ and under His guidance and leader- 
ship, but weak as other men when going forth 
alone. So was Peter when left to himself. His 
oonfidence forsook him, and he even denied his 
Master ; but when he learnt to place himself under 
Christ as his conductor and guide, behold his bold- 
ness and success, as at Pentecost and the subsequent 
occasions in his life. St Paul is presented to us as 
always successful. His whole course, both with 
respect to inward foes, and his outward course, is 
one triumphant march of successful spiritual con- 
quest. He himself, on one occasion, compares his 
own course to the triumphal procession of the 
successful emperors, when he says, ^'Now thanks 
be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph 
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in Christy and maketh manifest the saYonr of HIb 
knowledge by ns in every place. For we are unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish/' (2 Cor. ii. 14, 15.) 
The secret of his success is found in this : his doee 
vital union with Jesus. He looks always unto 
Jesus. He marches under His banner. He goes 
where He directs. He obeys His conunands ; and 
so he finds he achieves continual success ; and in 
the triumphant exultation of his spirit he ex- 
claims, '^ I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.'' ' 

So is it precisely with every believer now. 
When a soul is found that has learnt to know and 
appropriate Christ in this relation, he is a host in 
himself. What triumphs are there he cannot 
achieve? what enemies he cannot conquer? what 
sins he cannot overcome? what habits he cannot 
form ? what duties he cannot do ? 

His Captain is not only directing him all throuj^ 
his course, but is with him, and constitutes his 
strength. 

It is of the highest and first importance to the 
maintenance of a Christian life, and to success in a 
Christian course, that Christ should be known, 
apprehended, and believed in as the Captain of sal- 
vation. The Holy Spirit alone can efiPectually reveal 
this relation to the soul, as He only can reveal any 
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he relations Christ sustains to His people. But 
rist delights now in acting as the living Guide, 
ansellor, and Captain of salvation to all His 
jple. He has by His sufferings obtained eternal 
lyation for us. His ability He has proved by 
mquishing all the powers of darkness, and de- 
iaringy " I have overcome the world." In whom 
an we trust with such confidence P Will He not 
x>mplete the work He has begun P Will He forsake 
OS in the hour of our trial P Will He not be with 
us in our struggles with the evil one, and with our 
own nature, until at last He places us in final pos- 
isession of salvation in heaven P Surely He will 
complete His work. But, beloved, you must trust 
Him; you must jdeld Him obedience and confidence. 
As your Captain you must look to Him only for 
orders. You must never go forth to battle alone ; 
then you will not merely be a conqueror, but you 
will come off more than a conqueror. " For what- 
soever is bom of God overcometh the world : and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our feith. Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
QxhIP" (1 John V. 4, 5.) You will not merely 
gain admittance into heaven, but you will have an 
abundant entrance, and you will hoar the approving 
w(mis of the Judge — " Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 



CHAPTER XXII. 



A PRESENT REFUGE, 



Isaiah viii. 14. — "He shall be for a sanctuary." 
Isaiah xxxii. 2. — '* And a man shall be as an hiding- 
place from the wind and a covert from the tempest/' 

Isaiah xxy. 4. — " Thou hast been a strength to the 
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow 
from the heat." 

This relation in which Christ stands to His people 
was understood by David when he said, " God is 
our refiige and strength, a very present help in 
trouble." (Ps. xlvi. 1.) "Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling-place in all generations." (Ps. xc. 1.) 
We all experience that an oft-recurring state of 
our life is one of distress and danger. It may 
arise from mental causes ; from our circumstanoes, 
from our friends ; from our very constitution ; yet, 
from whatever cause, here it is within us ; we are 
conscious of it. The soul yearns for a sanctuary, a 
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f*efuge. Not more earnestly did the soul of the man 
^ho had just slain another in Israel of old, turn 
to the city of refuge nearest to him, than does our 
acul yearn for a reAige into which we can run. 

But at such a time we are all exposed to the 
peril and danger of seeking some imaginary refuge 
Or sanctuary other than what God has provided in 
Oirist. The intellectual go to science, arts, books ; 
the sensual to the pleasures of appetite. Even the 
devout go often to the mere exercises of devotion, — 
to frames, feelings, or good works. 

Much that goes for the name of religion is not 
Christ. Giving largely; attending God's house; 
much prayer and reading the Bible are often substi- 
tuted as being themselves refuges instead of Christ ; 
and when the soul rests on them it is perhaps the 
most dangerous form of all kinds of self-deceit, the 
most difficult to convince and to imdeceive. Oh, for 
A voice as of thunder to sound in the ears of such, 
Euad say, ** Going to church, praying, reading the 
Bible, doing good, however commendable, cannot 
save you. They are not to be your refuge. Their 
object is to lead you to Christ only as your refuge. 
Their end is only answered as they lead you up to 
Him.'' "Return unto thy rest, my soul! " What is 
lihat rest? Would any one like to answer, "Prayer, 
means, the Bible, doing good P" Surely not. No 
other answer can be supplied than God Himjself as 
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He is revealed in Jesus Christ. He is the refuge 
His people. He is the chartered sanctuary, hm 
the seal of God. In Him we can he safely sedud 
There we can be subject to no possible daogerb 
our enemies^ the world, or Satan. The stoimi 
life and of justice may beat pitilessly around 
but, like Noah in the ark, so are we in p^ 
safety in CShrist Prophets, apostles, and mai 
in all ages made Him their refoge, and never ^ 
deceived. Our fisithers trusted in Him and ' 
not confounded. Out of Him we have ne 
ground nor guarantee of safety. But in Ghiii 
will be welL He is consecrated to us by mi] 
of redeemed spirits, who have fled to Him fros 
hands of avenging justice, and found safeiy. 

How excellent and suitable a refuge if 
Saviour ! How unlike the sanctuary to wh 
king or criminal was wont to rush! there 
only there a distant chance of safety. How w 
too, the cities of refuge provided for the mansl 
they were not always readily accessible. 
Christ is always present. They were only a r 
for one particular crime; but Christ is rea 
receive those who may have committed any ki 
sin. How different is Christ from every 
refuge which man may make to himself. .* 
bed is shorter than that a man can stretch hi 
on it, and the covering is narrower than that a 
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can wrap himself in it/' *' Behold all yo that kindle 
a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks, 
walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that 
ye have kindled ; but this shall ye have at mine 
hands ; ye shall lie down in sorrow." All may come 
to Christ as a refuge. At all times you may come. 

Dear reader, amid the shifting, changing scenes 
of life — amid its trials and sorrows — do you know 
Christ as your refuge P Do you realize Him as the 
Living Sanctuary P What are your impulses when 
your heart is yearning for relief P Unless taught 
by the Spirit of God, you know they are to fly to 
pleasure, to society, to books, or anything to drive 
away the ennui, rather than to Christ. Try then 
to know Him ; to believe in TTiTn ; to go to Him as 
a refuge, a sanctuary. 

When life's anxieties press unduly upon you, 
remember your refuge is here. Should calamity of 
any kind overtake you, here is the covert, the living 
Saviour. Should bereavement come upon you, and 
take away the loved spirit with whom you have 
often taken sweet counsel, Jesus only can supply 
the void. And He will supply it Are you op- 
pressed with fears concerning the future P Christ 
will relieve you of them all. Does the past, with 
its load of guilt, cause you sorrow P He is able to 
give you relief. All your guilt He took upon Him- 
self. "The Lord laid upon Him the iniquity of us 
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all." To obtain the foil benefit of tbis refug 
have but to run into it; to lift up your e] 
Christ. It is always ready for you ; always 
to you. If you have no desire, still look up ta 
without. If no feeling, no deep sense of sin, 
repentance or faith, still look up to Him as yo 
If your intellect approves coming to Him as 
but your heart does not desire to come, still 
without the desire. The very disposition you 
He will give you ; for He is the living Befuge, 
to Uving, distressed, guilty hearts, just as we 
them. The Saviour's loving, yearning heart 
always warm for you. He will never repuls< 
He never yet said Ifo to any human being, 
that Cometh unto me I will in no wise cast o 
His language still to all the guilty, weary & 
men. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



OUR FRIEND. 



John xv. 18 — 16. — "Greater love hath no man than this, 
tiliat a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my 
Mends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I 
eall you not servants ; for the servant knoweth not what his 
lord doeth : but I have called you friends ; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto 
you. 

Prov. XVIII. 24. — " There is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother." 

Matt. xi. 19. — " A friend of publicans and sinners." 

Perhaps this relation of Christ to His people is the 
one that is the most readily acknowledged by all, 
and yet is the least realized. Jesus is revealed as 
His people's Friend. He possesses all the qualities 
which render His friendship desirable. He has 
infinite love, knowledge, and power, and yet is 
willing — nay, anxious — to be your Friend, the 
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Friend of sinners. You know also your need of a 
friend. Your own heart plainly tells you this. 
Your past experience, both of your own weaknesB 
and of the instability and unsatisfactory character 
of earthly friendship, alike tell you this. All tiiis 
you know, but you do not enjoy this friendship; it 
is not even so great a reality with you as earthly 
friendships; His visits do not give you as much 
pleasure as the visits of many earthly friends ; His 
counsel is not sought or followed as theirs is ; yoa 
do not know Him by going to Him first of all in 
every time of perplexity, of trial, of sorrow. Bui 
this is what a friend is, if he is really a friend; and 
this is what Jesus desires to be to you, and what Hi 
is pre-eminently calculated to be to you. You ma] 
admit this statement in words, and give a read] 
assent to the statement that this is the relation thai 
Christ sustains to His people, and yet not realize it 
and appropriate it to yourself, and feel the comfor 
of it in all your trials, and walk in the strength anc 
enjoyment of it. 

But why is thisP Is not unbelief the cause! 
Jesus declares that He takes a lively interest ii 
everjrthing that concerns you, sympathizes with yoi 
in all your trials, and feels more tenderly for yoi 
than you can for your nearest earthly friends. "] 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee." " In al 
their afflictions He was afflicted.'^ Could He havi 
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Sis friendship more than by standing in your 
earing your sins, and dying for you and in 
)ad ? He urges you at all times to come to 
th all confidence, just as you are ; but you 
approach Him, you stand in awe of Him; or 
approach Him, it is only with deep feeling 
ire, not with the unwavering confidence of 
.. Thus His friendship is not reciprocated 
in you ; all the statements, assurances, and 
f His loye are forgotten or put aside by you, 
) relationship has little real si|;nification in 
8 and experience, 
red, you must belieye in Jesus as your 

who loved you ; who died for you ; who 
>u now, so that He would, if it were neces- 
en die for you again ; who takes an interest 
out life. Win you not, then, go and honor 
th your confidence? Will you not unbosom 
\ to HimP Will you not rest in His friend- 
lidance, and protection P Will you not often 
ith Him, and speak with Him, and hold 
mverse with HimP Or shall He be a stranger 

in your heart and life and plans P Will 

iture without Jesus in the different pathways 

Can you stand on the verge of the grave 

the presence of Jesus to cheer you P Can 
x a mind, a conscience, defiled by sin P Or 
. stand before God's judgment-bar with your 
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unpardoned crimes resting upon you, and without a 
friend to advocate your cause P But if Jesus is 
your Friend, He will support you in every trial, 
comfort you in every affliction and danger. He will 
be your joy in life, your hope in death ; and in the 
dread future, at God's judgment-bar. He will plead 
successfully on your behalf, hide you under His 
wings, and admit you to heaven, to unspeakable 
joy and bliss. 

Make this, then, your first object, and study to 
know, to b^eve, and to realize Jesus as youi 
Friend. You will then careftdly avoid all things 
displeasing to Him. Tour friendship wiU increase 
in familiarity and degree as life advances. Faithi 
hope, and love wiU be brought into more contmuoffi 
exercise* Gradually, by this continual intercourse 
you will become more and more like Jesus. Th( 
ruggedness and roughness of your nature will b 
softened, subdued, and overcome by communioi 
with His. You will be conformed to Jesus. Yoi 
will realize that His friendship is no mere figure o 
speech, but a great and blessed reality, which trial 
only prove more surely, which time only ripen 
more fully, and which you will enter upon an< 
realize more perfectly in His more immediate pre 
sence, " where there is fulness of joy ; and at Hi 
right hand, where there are pleasures for evermore.' 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

OUR BROTHER. 



Heb. n. 11. — "He is not ashamed to call them brethren." 
John xx. 17. — " Go to my brethren, and say unto them, 
I ascend unto my Father, and your Father ; and to my 
Qod, and your God." 

Mabe III. 33^ — 36. — " And He answered them, saymg, 
Who is my mother, or my brethren ? And He looked roimd 
about on them which sat about Him, and said. Behold my 
mother and my brethren ! For whosoever shall do the will 
of GkKl, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother." 

This is a beautiful scene described in the Gospels^ 
in which Christ recognizes all, even seeming stran- 
gers, as being as near and as dear to Him as natural 
lelatiyes. His relatives were obtruding upon Him 
on the ground of kinship. He plainly says that 
whosoever does His will is as dear to Him as any 
can be by any other tie : '' For whosoever shall do 
the will of God, the same is my brother, and my 

I 
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sister, and moiiher/' *^ He is not ashamed to call 
us brethren." 

All these earthly relationships-smother, sister, 
brother — are intended as a school of discipline to 
our affections ; we are duly to exercise th^n upon 
those who stand in these relations to us, that they 
may lead us to fix our affections upon that eatiie 
universal One who absorbs and fulfils them alL 

Is not God our Father P Christ is therefore our 
elder Brother. Many Christians consider such lan- 
guage as pathetic and touching, but as, after all, (XEij 
a figure of q)eech. But m it not a reality — asdeoDii 
and important fact? Christ is our Brother, notiaf 
figuratire s^ose, but literally and truly our Biaiber 

True, we have wandered, Kke the prodigal 
from our Father^s home^ Sin, by its degradinj 
power, hides this relationship from us, and redace 
us below our proper levd; but here we see nc 
only the generosity, but the infinite love of Jesni 
that, though we are thus reduced. He, our eldc 
Brother, is not ashamed Himself to own and reoof 
nize the relationship,^ *' He is not ashamed to ea 
us brethren.'' He is a Brother bom for adyerai; 
bom into this world especially to help us in of 
adversity. He is intensely anxious, and ok all pof 
sible pains, to inspire us with tibe most imptic 
coiifidenGe in Hisaself. He says to the despondin 
and tempted soul^ ''Am I not a Man and 
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rtherP" Oh, that we could leam to receive 
) truth, and to walk with Christ as a Brother, 
ill He not be ashamed of us, and yet shall we 

in recognizing Him in this relation ? 
Hunk, beloved, of the blessings, advantages, and 
3yments of this relationship. He who possesses 

attributes of God is your Brother? He who 

the greatest tenderness of heart — nay, the love 
3(od, is a Brother. You can walk with Him and 
1 intercourse with Him as a Brother. As a 
ther you are a fellow-heir, an heir of God, and 
it-heir with Him of all the infinite riches of the 
ihead. 

low far superior He is to any mere earthly re- 
onship. He is always present. He never can 
apprehend our thoughts, our words, our acts. 
^ meekness and patience will bear with our 
Ings. His strong arm will support our weak- 
3 ; and all His might is available for us. He 
38 to hear us in secret prayer, in confidence telling 
n our necessities, our failings, our wants. He 
aiting at all times to listen, to answer, to aid* 
BT important the inquiry, " Have I spiritually ap- 
liended all that ia involved in this relationship?'' 
^erhaps you do not know Christ at all as a 
ther. You may even be anxiously asking, " How 

I come to know Him ?" Jesus Himself says, 
liosoever shall do the will of God, the same is 
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my brother, and my sister, and mother/' You 
then can only realize Christ as standing in this 
relationship to you by obedience, by doing the will 
of God. " This is the will of God, that we should 
believe on His Son Jesus Christ, whom He haih 
sent." If you really believe in Him as the sacrifice 
for the world's guilt you will love Him; if you love 
Him you will obey Him and walk with Him con- 
tinually. You will realize the honor and dignity 
and glory of having Christ as your elder Brother. 
Your endeavour will be to act worthy of such an 
exalted privilege. You will fear lest you should 
ever degrade your relationship ; and so you will be 
preserved &om sin. If Jesus is not ashamed of 
jrou, surely you ought never to be ashamed of Him. 
You will never then be ashamed to do the right, 
even though you endure the sneer and the ridicule 
of others. You wiU likewise remember the example 
of Jesus in your conduct to your fellow-men. " Jesus 
is not ashamed to call me a brother ; then let me 
have the feeling of brotherly love to all mankind; 
let me learn to regard aU men as my brethren." 

You will thus increase more and more in love to 
God and man, and in personal holiness and obedience, 
as you learn to appreciate and love Christ more and 
more in this relationship, in which He is revealed as 
our elder Brother. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

OUR HIGH PRIEST. 



Hkb. m. 1. — " Consider the High Priest of our pro- 
fssgion, Christ Jesus." 

Heb. v. 6. — " Thou art a Priest for ever, afker the order 
of Melohisedec." 

Heb. IV. 14. — " Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let ns hold &st our profession." 

Thbbe are few relations Christ sustains to His 
people with which we are more familiar than that 
of High Priest. The points of resemblance and of 
difference between Christ and Aaron, are very often 
dwelt upon ; and yet we may know them, and not 
be ' really and experimentally acquainted with 
Christ as our High Priest. To know Him aright in 
this relation is to see Him as ever living and ever 
sustaining this relation to us, as offering up by a 
continual offering His own blood and Himself as a 
propitiation for our sins, and as ever living within 
the veil to make intercession for us. 
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The plate God commanded to be made and 
placed upon Aaron's forehead, may teach ns nmok 
respecting the spiritual aspect of Christ's relation 
as Priest. " And thou shalt make a plate of pme 
gold, and grave upon it, like Hie engravings of a 
signet, Holiness to the Lord. And it shall be upon 
Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity 
of the holy things, which the children of Israel 
shall hallow in all their holy gifts ; and it shall be 
always upon his forehead, that they may be ac- 
cepted before the Lord." (Exod. xxviiL 36—38.) 
This was commanded by God to show His people 
all that is involved in the priesthood of Christ. No 
plate is upon the brow of Jesus, no engraving in 
words " Holiness to the Lord ;" but while His spot^ 
less holiness is seen in His countenance, it is as if 
engraven upon His brow, and ^^ it is always upon Su 
forehead.** Observe the purpose or object effected bj 
it ; that He may bear the iniquity of the holj 
things, and " that they may be accepted be/ore ik 
Lord.'* We are conscious of iniquity even in oui 
holy things. In our worship and our prayers whai 
wanderings, what coldness. In our labours wha 
mixed motives prevail, what seeking honour £ron 
one another, instead of that which cometh of Go( 
only. 

When bowed down with a sense of these on: 
sbortcomingR, we want to lift up the eye of &ith U 
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as our High Priest, and to see Him bearing 
even " the iniquity of our holy things." We 
to haye such an apprehension of Him as our 
Priest presenting Himself before God, so that 
Lay see ** we are aeoepted always before the 
/' Our love may change ; our faith may be 
; our frames and feelings may alter ; sometimes 
ly be light, and sometimes dark with us ; but 
nished work of Jesus, the only ground of our 
itance with the Father, remains the same. 
L that we could see this at all times. It is not 

you are, but what Christ is to you. Because 
IS perfect work we are privileged at all times to 

into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. By 
one offering He hath perfected for ever fhem 
are sanctified. That is our place or privilege, 
Loly of holies. There, where mercy and peace 
kissed each other ; there, where God especially 
Is, where the shadowing wings of the cherubim 
le over the mercy-seat which has been pro- 
ted by the blood shed there, we are entitled to 
) all times, to remain in spirit, on the ground 
tiat Jesus is, and on what He has done, 
ow blessed is this truth ! How great the peace 
flfords the believer ! You have no more up- 
ling of conscience concerning sin. Or if you 
I, you look upward directly to your great High 
st, and it is all removed. You go calmly into 



( 
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the world of basiness, of duty, or of daily trial, wit 
the inner eye consciously fixed upon Jesus, appear 
ing on your behalf, presenting His finished worl 
pleading for you; you feel His work has atoned i 
all ; you think no more concerning your own doinj 
as meritorious ; you know they have no desert ; y( 
place yourself, your cause, just as you are, in tl 
hands of your great High Priest ; you come to Hi 
with the most perfect confidence that all will 1 
well. 

Beloved, do you thus know Christ as your Bj{ 
Priest P You will see that much precious instru 
tion is to be gained &om this relation. The ho 
Spirit of God alone can unfold it, and apply it 
your heart and circumstances, and give you the j 
arising from an. apprehension of this truth as 
matter of your own pers(»ial spiritual experience. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

OUR TEACHER 



, Isaiah lxi. 1» — " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; 
because He hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek." 

Matthbw XI. 29.— "Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
Of me." 

We are apt in this age to overlook how much we 
are indebted to Christ as a Teacher. We have 
arrived at our present state of light and knowledge 
through His teaching. False systems have waned 
and died before His presence. But we still find 
much ignorance. The most enlightened is conscious 
of much ignorance in himself; the great and diffi- 
cult problems of life come continually before us, and 
demand a solution. What is my relation to my 
Creator? How can I know, love, serve, and enjoy 
Him P What is to be my object in life P How can 
I carry out that object P What am I to think of 
death, and the great Aiture P How can I realize 
happiness and joy P 
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These are among the questions that fill the 
anxious heart with ceaseless throbbingsandanxietieB. 
Jesus only is able to give answers that will 8atisf|f 
the heart. His own words in His own book, contain 
all the teaching needful for us. But because of 
the slowness of our understanding, He Himsdf 
condescends by His Spirit to be to us the liyisg 
Teacher. This relation Christ sustains to us of a 
living Teacher by His Spirit, is, we fear, too mmek 
lost sight of. And yet He lives still onmiscijen!^ 
omnipresent, as theProphet or Teacher of His people. 
We know the value of a living teacher, one to 
whom we can go and tell our difficulties; one irbo 
will sympathize with us, and help us under them. 
Just this and much more is Jesus. What living 
teacher can compare with Him P What depths of 
sympathy are in His heart! What tendemesi^ 
what love, what forbearance with our ignoranoe. 
Just as truly and as consciously can we come into 
contact with His mind as we can with the mind of 
any earthly teacher. How infinitely superior as a 
teacher must He be to any human being. In one 
single moment of time He can clear up difficnltieB 
philosophers could never fathom ; can solve all onr 
doubts, can present truths to us in a light that will 
command our conviction, our reverence. 

Have we not very much overlooked this relation 
ot Christ as a teacher ? Have we not gone to other 
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) and other souroes, rather than to Him ? He 
ts in exercising this relation, in searching His 
I. He will conduct you to higher and higher 
« of spiritual knowledge ; He will open up to 
lew paths ; He will pour into your minds 
T and yet greater light ; '' eye hath not seen, 
kth the ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
iaxt of man to conceive the things which Otoi 
prepared for them that love Him. But God 
revealed them unto us by His Spirit : for the 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
' (1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.) Oh, then sit at the feet 
;us. Become a devout, earnest, simple learner 
Him. He will show you the preciousness and 
of His own Word ; its hidden meaning He will 
to your view. To all the difficult questions 
problems of life He will give an answer of 
• In all the trying periods of life, let us ever 
e the value and preciousness of Jesus as a 
er. Always present, we can never seek, and 
iid Him ; always willing, we cannot call nor 
rithout securing His help, 
ill you not then come and sit at the feet of 
I P Let it be yours to abide ever in this posi- 
let His teaching enter your heart, and con- 
your affections and will, as well as influence 
intellect. It is this that makes the teaching 
brist of such transcendent value, that He can 
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and will also Influence the affections and the will 
Other teachers may point out the right paths to 
you ; Christ not only does this, but He takesyouby 
the hand, leads you Into It, and enables you to 
walk In It. 

Happy the man who thus learns of Jesus ; wlio, 
taught by Him, knows how to regulate his life, and 
has acquired all the Important lessons Jesus can im- 
part, and who is still waiting upon Him to receive 
yet continual instructions, and Is able to say witk 
calm confidence, "I know In whom I have te- 
lleved, and am persuaded that He Is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against 
that day." This is thd Infallible teacher mas 
wants. The living present Saviour, Himself, matdnj 
plain the meaning and force of His own words ii 
His own book. 

Beader, may you ever know and realize all iiu 
blessedness that Is Implied In this relation. 



i 



CHAPTEE XXVII. 



OUR ADVOCATE. 



1 John ii. 1. — '* If any man sin, we have an advocate 
With the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
RoHAMs viu. 84. — "Who also maketh intercession for 

18." 

Hebrews yii. 25. — " He ever liveth to make intercession 
Ibr them." 

M,OBBB, as an intercessor for the people of Israel, 
^BB eniinently typical of Jesus Christ. When they 
lUtmnuredy rebelled, sinned again and again against 
Ood, Moses pleaded for them. When justice was 
^used, .and threatened to destroy them, Moses 
employed (as in Exodus xxxii.) the strongest 
arguments, and secured their pardon. The High 
I^est likewise was the great intercessor for the 
people of Israel. He could enter the holy of holies 
«nd plead there for them. 

The consideration of this may help us to arrive 
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at the understanding of the great tnifh, Christ oor 
Advocate, our Intercessor, who ever liveth. We 
want to know Christ in this relation, and to Iiave 
the comfortable assurance it will bring. Often, like 
the Jews, we are led into sin. We are guilty of 
departure &om God. God's justice is just the 
same — strict, severe, and cries out, "Cut him 
down." The thunderbolts of His wrath are pre- 
pared ready to descend upon you. Justice caonoi^ 
will not spare you. You see and deeply feel ywff 
ill desert. Overwhelmed with a sense of sin and 
shame, your hand upon your mouth, your monili in 
the dust, your only feeling is "TJndean, unclean t'' 
You cannot look up. You then want to know aad 
see Jesus, as in the heavenlies, carrying on this 
work of intercession for you. Not so earnestly Si 
Moses plead for the people of Israel, as Jesus is 
there pleading for you. He makes use of the moflt 
powerful of all arguments. He shews His own 
wounds, and pleads that they may avail for yoOf 
He cannot say you have not sinned. Justioe He 
acknowledges is just in its reqiorements. But 
when justice cries, "Cut him down, he i&unfiruitfol; 
why does he cumber the ground P " then is heaiti 
the voice of Jesus, " Let him alone this year also, 
until further privileges and opportunities are given 
him ; until other attempts, are made by the gentle 
influences of love and grace to soften and subdue 
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art/' Not merely does He plead for us in 
; He pleads also for us on earth, by His 

>ft recarring experience of our life is that of 
dty, distreasiy darkness. But here is One 
resent who can see our secret thoughts, can 
rery sigh and groan. In this state, just as 
■e, He will come to you. He will subdue 
eart by the assurance of His real, deep sym- 
The exact argument you want He will give, 
le truth you stand in need of He will reveal* 
remise that wiU faring hope. He will make 
The desire, the ability to think, to pray, 
1 give. 

tongue can tell, no pen can describe, the 
ness of this relation of Christ, when it is 
tood by the revelation of it to the heart by 
ly Spirit. 

m Ohrist is apprehended and appropriated as 
Ivocate and Intercessor of the soul, all is 
88, and satisfieustion, and peace within. You 
r give up your own case as a sinner to 
; you leave yourself in His hands; the Aillest 
nee you must exercise in his Advocacy, 
idvocate, and Judge, and Supreme Arbiter, 
•eady declares, if you but trust yourself to 
there shall be no condemnation to you. 
imply and sincerely should you rely upon 
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His word, and commit yourself and your 
just as you are, entirely into His hands. [ 
longer to excuse yourself before God ; or t 
your condition before going to Him ; or tc 
good desires in your heart that you may 
yourself worthy to go : but yield yourself 
you are. He is our Advocate. The advocat 
up the case of a criminal as it is ; it is for a ci 
the advocate is needed. So it is for you as a 
Ohrist the Advocate, the Intercessor came 
wiU plead within your heart, and beget tb 
holy desires. He will plead for you in h 
He will employ the argument wherewith to 
justice, even His own sufferings and death f 
and in your stead. 

Dear reader, make Jesus your Advocate, 
cise the greatest confidence in Him. Listen 
gentle intercessions within you. He woul( 
you to liberation from death, and sin, and ] 
evil. He will further give you desires afte 
ness, and will conduct you into heavenly bless 
greater than words can express, because "H 
liveth to make intercession for us. " 




OHAPTEE XXVIIL 

OUR REDEEMER. 



foB XIX. 25. — " I know that my Redeemer liveth." 
JjuiAH XT.m. 14. — ** Thus saith the Lord, your Redeemer, 
« Holy One of iBrael." 
Hkb. IX. 12. — ** Haying obtained eternal redemption for 



8." 



It was the spirit of bright hope and confident faith 
wfaioh enabled the Apostle St. Paul to exclaim, 
^Ohrist hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, bemg made a curse for us : for it is written, 
Oorsed is every one that hangeth on a tree/' 
(Gtd. iii. 13.) As Christians we too should havo 
the same bright hope and confident faith. In order 
to do this we must know and believe in Jesus as 
our Redeemer. 

Christ has paid the price of our redemption ; not 

with corruptible things as silver and gold, but with 

His own precious blood. (1 Peter i. 18.) He 

offered Himself as the propitiation, covering, or 

atonement for our sins. He died on the cross fo 

K 
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our sins. He was crucified for us. He suffe: 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring ns 
God. He stood in our place and was our 
stitute. He carried our sorrows. He was woim* 
for our transgressions, and by His stripes we 
healed. As our representative He was made sin 
us, that we might be made the righteousness 
God in Him. 

All these precious truths, and many more, 
included in the relation Christ sustains to us as oor 
Redeemer. These truths, if we know Him in ili 
relation, will become great realities to us. Hof 
great the blessedness and joy arising from HA 
knowledge. You then will see that Christ diedi] 
your stead, and on your behalf; that His dying 
for you met all the claims of public justice against 
you, and that now there is no condemnation to 
you ; and your heart will be overwhelmed wi4 
gratitude and love to Him. 

Not merely do you want to know Christ as a 
living Redeemer from the curse of the law, but as 
the Redeemer who will break unyour spiritual bond- 
age, and deliver you from the present power and 
dominion of sin. Here you must learn how com- 
pletely, when left to yourself, you are the slave 
of sin, with no power, no desire to help yourself 
Jesus only can redeem you from all iniquity. 
Do you desire one who can turn the secret springs 
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of thouglit and action into another channel P This 
He can 'accomplish : " I know, He says, the 
thoughts which come into your mind, every one 
of them/' Do you wish for one who has power 
enough to redeem you from the habit of sin, from 
the powers of darkness, and all your spiritual foes ? 
Then Jesus is omnipotent, and can redeem you 
thus, since by His own might He overcame the 
world and Satan. 

Do you wish one who is always present, to 
whom you can go at all times, whatever may be 
the character of your trial, whatever may be the 
frame of your mind. Then just such a Redeemer 
is Jesus. Greatly does He delight in this work. 
More willing is He at all times to visit and redeem 
His people, than they are to be redeemed. 

Would that we had more communion with Him 
in this relation as our Redeemer. Would that we 
knew Him indeed in this His living character. 
Would that when our pathway is rugged and 
difficult, when clouds hang over and around us ; 
when fears are within us because of sin, of distance 
from God, of felt earthly tendencies; when the 
past is black and ominous, the present intricate and 
difficult ; the future full of anticipated trials : 
would that we could go, just as we are, to the very 
feet, yea, to the very heart of our Divine 
Redeemer. 
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Testing thus we should realize to the foil Ss 
power y His willingness to redeem. But if you ^ 
not trust Him, if you will not commit all to Him, 
you cannot know Him at all in this blessed rela- 
tion. You may read of a Redeemer; you may 
speak of a Redeemer ; but you do not know Him. 
Nor do you know Him fiilly imtil you have so be^ 
to Him as to let Him take every cloud from yom 
brow, every weight from your anxious heart; and 
until, with a beauty, an appropriateness, and a 
power little understood by others, you hear His owb 
voice fondly, tenderly whispering to your heart, 
" Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.'* (John adv. 1.) 

This Redeemer is ours, is yours, in every stage of 
life. He was the comfort of Jacob on his dying 
bed, when he said, ''The angel which hath redeemed 
me from all -evil.*' He has been the comfort d 
millions in all ages. He was the support David 
looked to when he said, ''Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil : for thou art with me ; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me." (Psalm xxiii 4.) 

May He be ours ; may He be yours ; may you at 
all times learn to know Him, to look to Him, to 
believe in Him as your Redeemer. 



CHAPTER XXTX. 



OUR KING. 



Pbalm xlv. 6. — " Thy throne, God, is for ever and 
ver : the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre." 

2 Peter i. 11. — ** For so an entrance shall be ministered 
nto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
iord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

1 Tim. VI. 16. — " Who is the blessed and only Potentate, 
tie King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

Ill the relations of Christ to His people are 
ariffned to draw us nearer to Him ; some by their 
>ving aspect melt our hearts into obedience, but 
ihers accomplish the same end by their grand, 
ablime, and majestic character. We see what a 
aarvellous union there is in the character of Jesus, 
he despised Nazarene, who was rejected of His 
allows ; a worm of the earth, who knew poverty, 
offering, humiliation; who was scourged and 
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crucified, and is also "the blessed and only Poten- 
tate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; wbo 
only hath immortality and eternal life, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approach unto ; whom 
no man hath seen or can see/' And yet all these 
aspects of the character of Jesus, and all these 
relations He sustains to us are exactly suited to the 
rarying phases of our experience. Thus our wills 
are often rebellious and opposed to righteousness 
and the claims of Jesus ; our desires perverse, onr 
affections languid, and our temper doubting and 
refractory. We then require a knowledge of Jem 
as a King and Saviour to set up His govermnait 
within us ; to write BKs laws in our hearts ; to in- 
duce us to obedience ; to firmly establish His king- 
dom and rule over our entire spiritual nature, and 
to sway His sceptre over our whole being. We lift 
up our thoughts to Him, and we see HiTn not only 
as a majestic King, but as the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. His eyes as a flame of fire, denoting 
His omniscience; on His head m^y crowns, the 
proofs of His power and of His conquests ; attended 
by heavenly armies — ruling the nations with a rod 
of iron. This should lead us to submission. How 
vain is any opposition to such a King. "There 
are those who would not that He should reign oyer 
them. But He will say. Bring them hither, and 
slay tiiem before me " 
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tut because Ohrisf s kingdom is a spiritual 
;dom, this submission is not an outward sub- 
don, but a ''castihg down imaginations, and 
ry high thing . that exalteth itself against the 
wledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
ry thought to the obedience of Christ." (2 Cor. 

Then we oflter the petition, "Thy kingdom 
e," we only oflfer it aright when we desire that 
sin, corruption, and tyranny in ourselves and 
iTB, may be overcome ; that Jesus may reign as 
g in every heart, which reign is that of righte- 
less and truth. 
Ihrist is then our Eing, as well as our Redeemer 

Friend. Beloved, you must be His obedient, 
il, loving subject, as well as His sheep and His 
ie. Are you willing to yield to Him this heart 
lience to His laws as He requires ? " Thou shalt 
) the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and 
d, and soul, and strength ; and thy neighbour 
hyself." Do you realize that He is your King ; 
i His eye is ever upon you ; that you are ever 
lis presence, and cannot possibly escape it P 
md when you find it hard to obey His laws, do 

see that His kingly characteristics are mercy, 
ipathy, self-sacrifice, and love, as well as power; 
, that His kingly power is yours to enable you 
)bey, and that He will Himself write His laws 
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upon your heart and mind ; that iB, He will co&' 
strain you to obey them P 

Oh, what confidence should this relation of Christ 
beget in our hearts towards Him. He is our Eingl 
then all is welL All must and shall be well 
" The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice, and the 
multitude of the isles be glad thereof." He w!^ 
govern us and all things in love. He will perfect 
the work He has b^un in our hearts. Looking 
upon Him in His kingly relation, can you not say 
with St. Paul, "I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him against that 
day." (2 Tim. i. 12.) 

When tempted to unbelief or doubt, only look 
upward to Jesus as your King ; behold the govern- 
ment upon His shoulders. He administers the 
moral and providential government of this world, 
and overrules all for your benefit: **A11 things 
work together for good to them that love God." 
** He is the head ov^ all things to the Church.'' 
Can you vdthhold your confidence firom Him when 
you see Him as your King and Governor P Can you 
disobey Him in view of this relation He sustains to 
you P Dare you go into the world and indulge in 
sin, and become in the very face of the eternal 
Majesty of heaven a disloyal and rebellious subject? 



CHAPTER XXX. 



OUR PHYSICIAN. 



nc. 12. — ** They that be whole need not a ph3rsi- 
they that are sick." 

vni. 17. — " Himself took our infirmities, and bare 
Losses." 

ozLvii. 8.—'' He healeth the broken in heart, and 
ip their wounds." 

body is constantly liable to ailments and 
sses^ so is the sool. Innumerable are our 
and spiritual diseases. Often, no sooner is 
ed, than we are afflicted with another. God 

infinite love and mercy has provided a 
an able and willing to heal all our diseases* 
) characteristics of an able physician are 
in our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 

mpathy needed P He is touched with the 
of our infirmities, and was tempted in all 
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points like as we are. Is an exact knowledge of 
the state of the case requisite P He can see into 
the heart and read its inmost thoughts ; He is 
acquainted with all our ways. Is power to heal 
required? He has but to speak the word, and 
there is perfect restoration. Is love to this special 
work needed P Then behold Him voluntarily leaving 
His throne of glory to enter upon it, and seeking 
out the very worst cases, publicans and sinners, 
that He may heal them. 

His power was exercised when upon the earth in 
some special cases, that He might exhibit to the 
world throughout all time His willingness and 
ability to give perfect spiritual healing to aU the 
sons and daughters of humanity. Thus He said 
to the man sick of the palsy, *'Son, thy sins 'be 
forgiven thee," to show that He can and will in 
like manner heal even now all who come to Him. 
He convinced the woman of Samaria of her dis^ 
ease, and then revealed Himself as the Physician 
who could cure her. He probed the heart d 
Simon Peter, and then healed his disease, and 
fitted him for a high position in the ministry of th€ 
Church. So in like manner the Saviour lives tf 
the Physician of the soul ; He is as ready now t( 
restore and to heal all who come to Him as He wai 
then. 

JBaioved^ this is a great reaLLty) an infinite bless* 
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a precious truth. To all of us who are sore 
ken with the grievous disease, sin, here is the 
3dy that can Cure ; the balm that can heal ; the 
sician who can restore. Not merely can He 
it the penalty of sin — everlasting punishment 
be future — ^but He can remove the curse and 
le of sin which is now crushing the spirit and 
rating it from goodness and truth. 
Tio is there who is not conscious of many 
tual infirmities and sicknesses? Even good 
are subject to them. The Psalmist exclaimed, 
laid, this also is mine infirmity.'' Some have 
nfirmity of ignorance ; thus many are ignorant 
le fulness and preciousness of the Saviour in 
relations. 

ihers are continually distressed with doubts 
fears. Others have some easily besetting sin, 
dmper, sloth, covetousness, pride, censorious- 
Others continually feel a difficulty in fixing 
thoughts and affections on things that are 
e. In prayer the mind wanders, and even 
1 prayer is offered, "we know not what we 
Id pray for as we ought." 
ir faith is often weak. Our indisposition to 
ge in active work for God and for the good of 
is an infirmity or spiritual disease. 
1, would that whenever we are conscious of 
of these infirmities, we would immediately 
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apply to the Physician of our souls. There is no 
infirmity to which we are subject but He can lieaL 
But we must place ourselves wholly in His hands; 
we must receive Him as our spiritual Fhysician; 
we must obey His every direction ; we must follow 
and carry out all He prescribes. He will Himself 
enable us to do this. We should aim to have a 
clear apprehension of Christ as our Physician, as 
bearing our griefs and carrying our sorrows; as 
having been made sorrowful for us ; and as bend- 
ing imder griefs which in justice belonged tons^ 
and thus acquiring the right and power to heal and 
restore us. 

How unspeakably precious does this relation 
make Christ appear to us ! What a view does it 
give us of the enormity of sin ! When we con- 
template Christ as suffering thus in our steady our 
affections are so engrossed with Him and His loTe» 
as to lead us to feel we would rather die at onoe 
than sin against Him. 

Beloved, seek to have this view of Christ as the 
Physician of your soul. The Holy Spirit is aMe 
and willing to reveal Him unto you thus, if you ask 
in faith. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



THE LAMB OF GOD. 



KB. Liii. 7. — " He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth 
s mouth." 

N I. 20. — " Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
he sin of the world." 

XVI. 22. — " And the goat shall bear upon him all 
liquities." 



lihe inspired writers unite in setting Jesus 
I us as the Lamb, and as the Lamb of God. 
L dwells upon it, as in the passage quoted 
. The morning and evening sacrifice of the 

was especially emblematic of Christ. St. 

the Baptist, although he knew Him not, yet 
jly bore this wondrous testimony: "Behold 
amb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
.*' St. Peter speaks of our being " redeemed 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
ut blemish and without spot.'' But St. John, 
9 Revelation, loves especially to dwell upon 
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Christ in this aspect. As a Lamb He receives tt 
worship of the elders and of the redeemed; as 
Lamb slain He appears in heaven ; by the blood 
the Lamb the redeemed overcome ; their song 
" the song of Moses and of the Lamb ;" it is iJ 
Lamb who feeds them and leads them to the fou 
tains of living waters; heaven itself is the marriaj 
supper of the Lamb ; and the wicked fear most t 
wrath of the Lamb, while they pray to the roc 
and the hills to fall ^pon them, and to hide tb< 
from the face of Him that sitteth upon the throi 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. 

This expression, the Lamb of God, as applied 
Christ, is designed to teach us His spotless ini 
cence and purity. His gentleness, meekness, 8 
patience. Just as He meekly bore, as a Lai 
the sufferings at and preceding His death, 
gently will He bear the sufferings our sins n 
inflict upon Him; so gently will He chide us, thoi 
He is omnipotent. So meek and tender is He, 
can come to Him as to a Lamb. When once 
turn to Him we shall have no more bitter reproac 
or upbraidings, but, like the father with his prodi 
son, who smothered his confessions with his ki 
and tears of joy, so will Jesus receive all who cc 
to Him. 

St. John the Baptist, in this wonderful testimo 
had reference to the scape-goat, over whose h 
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the sins of Israel were confessed. Christ, in like 
inanner, as the Lamb of God^ in His loneliness, in 
His sufferings, stood in the place of sinners, and 
bore away the sin of the world. This should lead 
us to regard the atonement as actually made for us, 
u an accomplished fact, and should show to us the 
iray we are to realize all its benefits and blessings. 
'Behold the Lamb of God." " Looking unto Jesus." 
3y a look sin entered the world and ruined it; and 
low it is by a look of simple, earnest faith to Christ, 
8 the Lamb of God, slain for us, the world is saved. 

This should be ever the believer's attitude and 
)irit — "looking unto Jesus." This is the grand 
Hsret of success in the Christian life. This is the 
)al source of happiness and peace — to look, not 
ito self, but away &om self to Christ ; to look, not 
J your own frames and feelings, at what you are, 
it to what Christ is, to what Christ has done for 
3U. Your mind should ever be towards Him, as 

the face of the sunflower to the sun, that it may 
drive its light, boat, and life from it. 

The happy, useful Christian is one who is well 
cilled in looking to Jesus under all circumstances. 
Hien the burden of sin rests heavily upon your 
jnsciencc, Ho says, "Come unto me." When the 
cavens aie as brass, still look to or trust iu Him. 
n seasons of temptation you will triumph by look- 
ig to Him; in times of weakness you will gain 
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strength as you look to Him. If you desire deeper 
penitence, a sense of pardon, increase of &ith, a 
fuller assurance, a brighter hope, a stronger love^ 
then look unto Jesus ; you can have them at His 
cross. But you must learn so to look as that your 
attention, your thoughts, your heart, are absorbed. 
This is one object of Hfe, with its trials and crosses, 
to teach us this lesson, to disentangle our supreme 
affections from earth and earthly objects, to enable 
us to look stedfastly, continually, and supremely to 
Jesus. 

Beloved, how important is the inquiry, "Am I 
thus looking to Jesus P Do I thus behold Him as 
* the Lamb of Gbd, who taketh away the sin of the 
world P* ** The work is completed for you ; for you 
He endured the sufferings of the cross. Why did 
He thus suffer, but that you might be saved P He 
was wounded for your transgressions; He was 
bruised for your iniquities, that you by His stripes 
might be healed. But before this work will avail 
you, you must accept it, you must look unto Jesos 
as the Lamb of God slain for you. As the Israelites 
were bitten by serpents, so are you smarting under 
tiie pangs of sin. His language is, "Look imto me, 
and be ye saved." "As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.'' 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



WONDERFUL. 



A.UH IX. 6. — " His name shall be called Wonderful." 
ATT. XXI. 15. — " The chief priests and scribes saw the 
lerfnl things that He did." 

hiASi XXV. 1. — " Lord, I will praise thee ; thou hast 
wonderful things." 

are too apt to overlook the deep meaning and 
ruction which are to be found in all the names 

titles of Christ. They are all intended to 
itrate and set forth to us, not only the dignity 
the character of the great Redeemer, but the 
ig relations He sustains to His people. The 
lorn of God seems to labour for description in 
ing forth His glories. All nature, in its endless 
.ety, is laid under contribution, and yet it is 
ifficient. *' His name shall be called Wonder- 
" Language is at fault ; it cannot express His 
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glories ; a word must therefore be employed, con- 
cerning Him, which will express this thouglitr- 
Wonderful. 

When we contemplate the character, the offices, 
the relations of Christ to His people, and His 
infinite sensibility to all their needs, we can only 
exclaim, Wonderful ! As we advance in oui 
Christian experience and become more and moie 
acquainted with the Ailness of Jesus, our wonder 
is excited more and more. From whatever point 
of view we regard Him, whether as Gbd-man 
incarnate, as our Eedeemer, Mediator, or Friend, 
He is still wonderful ; each separate relation seems 
to reveal Him to us in this light, as the, Wonder- 
ful; but when we think of Him in all He has done, 
in all He sustains to us, we see Him indeed as the 
Being whose name shall be called " Wonderful." 

WonderM were His works on earth — His miift- 
des displays of Divine power, His labours. His dis- 
courses. His prayers. His sufferings. His meekness, 
His firmness. His death, His resurrection tnd 
ascension — and, to us, still more wonderful, if pos- 
sible, is His real presence, His tender sympathy. 
His imquenchable love, His prefeent help— wonde^ 
ful ! —the actual present blessings He brings us,— the 
consciousness of pardoned sin,-^the peace, His own 
peace that passeth all understanding, the joy that 
18 Kzisipeakable, the sense oi feiandship and adoption 
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-wonderAil !— the things He has still pro- 
and which we look forward to only in 
with His name — triumph over temptation, 
3rld, death, the grave, a glorious resur- 
leaven in His own presence. 
Qyiction of His wonderful being will not 
site our wonder more and more as we 
a the Christian life, and become more 
ith Him, but, even through eternity, we 
Ld Him in His wonder-working, so that 
link of Him as " Wonderful." 
, let this title of Christ lead you to see 
B how low are your views of Him, since 
seldom had such views of Him as have 
exclaim, " Wonderful I " while con- 
the excellences of His character, rela« 
being. Perhaps your experiences of 
AS low as your thoughts. You do not 
gh of Him to know how wonderful He 
must be intimate with a friend to be 
with his excellences; and you must 
dth Christ in holy communion if you 
w Him as wonderful. Or perhaps you 
ng of Him as wonderful in relation to 
piritual life ; you think of Him as won- 
in respect to the works of wonder He 
on the earth. Put those works were 
led to lead you to Him, and are ayui- 
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bolical of yet greater works, of a spiritual chara^jter, 
He is always ready to perform. 

How wonderful is He when He opens the eyes of 
the mind, and first convinces of sin, and brings the 
soul to loathe itself as unclean and guilty before 
God ; and still more wonderful when He leads that 
soul to see that, by His one offering. He has made 
an atonement and perfect satisfaction for sin, and 
the soul, in the belief of this truth, is led to assured 
and perfect peace; and then follows a deeper insight 
into the need of Christ, and the infinite fulness of 
Jesus in supplying that need which calls forlh, to 
the highest degree, the rapturous admiration and 
wonder of the soul. 

All is wonderful in relation to Christ. The soul 
needs to be so acquainted with Him as to excite 
and keep constantly awake its wonder and admira- 
tion. The philosopher, the man of science, and 
the man of the world, are so devoted to their 
several objects that their wonder and curiosity 
are ever awakened; they are in sympathy with 
their subjects ; and the Christian must be so in 
harmony with Christ, so devoted to Him, to the 
study of His works and ways, as to continually 
realize that He is indeed wonderful. Yes, "His 
name shall be called Wonderful." 



CHAPTER XXXm. 

COUNSELLOR 



Isaiah ix. 6.^" His name shall be called Coimsellor." 
Pboteabs viu. 14. — " Counsel is mine and sound wis- 
dom." 

Psalm xxxii. 8. — " I will instruct thee and teach thee in 
the way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine 
eye." 

At.t. Christiaiis profess to believe in an overruling 
providence, not only with respect to the affairs of 
the world and of the Church, but with respect to 
themselves. But there is even a higher and more 
blessed view of this truth in God's Word. We 
there find Jesus is Himself revealed as the Coim- 
sellor of His people. It is our happiness and privi- 
lege in all the trying periods of our Hfe, yea, at 
every step and stage of our life, to know and appre- 
hend Him in this relation. It is not enough to 
acknowledge His wisdom. His ability, his willing- 
ness to counsel us, unless we actually make Him 
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our Counsellor, and go to Him in every case of I' 
doubt. You may hold in theory the importance of 
consulting Christ in your affairs, and yet not haye 
the habit of actually going to Jesus for counsel, and 
naturally turning to Him as you would to a wise 
and experienced earthly firiend; and yet why do you 
not P In any difficulty can you doubt His wisdom 
to extricate yoti, or to guide you aright ? Surely 
the fountain and source of wisdom must be better 
than any stream. 

Perhaps you imagine that this matter is too 
trivial to take to Jesus, and some such thought as 
this may be in your mind ; that you will not trouble 
Him with such things as these, — ^your worldly busi- 
ness, your petty domestic trials, your last disap- 
pointment, your wounded feelings for an unkind 
remark of a supposed friend. But remember nothing 
is really trivial, and especially is nothing trivial to 
Him who has taken such pains with the wing of 
the butterfly and the objects revealed in the micro- 
scopic world, and if He has shown such interest in 
what we call the minor objects of the natural 
world, how much more will He take an interest in 
the mental and moral, and in those things that» 
however minutely, affect our spiritual life. Besides 
this, is He not revealed as His people's CounseUor, 
ever living as such, and both anxioi^. and willing 
at all times to counsel His people. It should be 
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^6 hftbit of yow life to refer all things to Him, to 
tm and consult Him on all occasions, respect- 
ig e^orjrtbing that oonoems you. This will not 
lerely give you the benefit of all His wisdom in 
)ur eourse of life, but will bring you so frequently 
:to coTOTOTinion with Him that jrour life will 
) made spiritual. You will go to Hiny in secret 
I your GounseUor> as Jacob did when afraid of the 
>proach of Esau> and like him you will come forth 
pan in your fiEuaiily or in public, to face the emeiv 
moy with a mind calm, cool, collected, and ready 
. perform business or duty in the best possible 
tanner. But Jesus must be consulted as a Coun- 
cilor with implicit confidence in His ability and 
illingness to give the directions you need. 
Jesus as Counsellor promises, ''I will instruct 
lee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
3 1 I will guide thee with mine eye.'' But you 
LUst commit your way unto the Lord, trust also in 
Um, and He shall bring it to pass. You must 
len renounce your own wisdom, and be ready to 
ive up your own judgment, and be led entirely by 
Ixm. You must consult Him so truly as to be 
illing to gLve up your own opinion if necessary, 
nd to take His wisdom and to follow His direction 
istead of your own ; nothing doubting, but that 
^hen you thus consult Him He will direct you 
right. This supposes a spiritual mind often in 
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commimion with Him, and suoh a mind knows His 
voice too well to mistake any other for it. It will 
be readily distinguished as emphatically the couise 
Me directs. 

Thus, beloved, should you learn in life and all 
through life in all things to lay hold of Christ by 
faith as your Counsellor. Thus should you con- 
tinue to walk in His counsel, and to abide in His 
love. To say on earth " Thou shalt guide me with 
Thy counsel," and afterward He wiU receive thee 
to glory. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE MIGHTY GOD. 



John xx. 28. — " And Thomas answered and said unto 

m, My Lord and my God." 

Isaiah ix. 6.—" The mighty God." 

1 John v. 20.—" This is the true God and eternal life." 

Bw truths are more plainly taught in the Holy 
sriptures than the divinity of Jesus Christ. As a 
atter of argument it is plain, and can be proved 
f an accumulated series of overwhelming proofs, 
ut what we are more concerned about here, is to 
low that there is a higher truth than the admission 
'the orthodox doctrine of the divinity of Christ as 
mere theory or opinion. The mere fact any one 
sty admit, but the great truth which underlies it, 
at it is the true and mighty God, who as such is 
B Saviour of the soul, is a matter of personal re- 
lation ; for in this sense '^ No man can say that 
8US is the Lord, save by the Holy Spirit.'' 
lien once this great truth is accepted by the in- 
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dividual soul as the Holy Spirit is willing to reveal 
it, the soul will know Christ, and walk with Gbikt 
as the true God and eternal life. There will be no 
need for argument to convince. He will have the 
witness in himself, in that his own individual neces- 
sities are really supplied. None but a divine 
Saviour could give him the constant assurance of 
the pardon of sin, could fill his heart with soA 
peace, could accept the worship he is constrained to 
yield, and give such blessed results arising from that 
communion. The soul that thus spiritually appre- 
hends Christ and holds communion with Him is as 
sure of His divinity as he is of his own existence. 

We must thus spiritually apprehend Christ as 
God. We must believe in and reeeive Hiin as 
'' The true God and eternal life.'' We must torn 
and submit to Him and worship Him aa the liTiBg 
and the mighty God. When Si Thomias thus be- 
lieved in JB^, Jesus said unto him, '* Thomas^ be* 
cause thou hast seen me^ thou hast betieved; 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet beie 
believed/' 

This belief alone meets the necessitieB of ov 
nature. Dijfficult problems agitate the heart How 
can my sin be forgiven f How can I, as a guilty 
sinner, become just before God P To whom can I 
commit the keeping of my soul ? To whom can I 
go for eternal life? The answer is» to none olto 
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Biyine Bedeemer, As sinners, we dare not 
di a holy God; but when we behold an 
ent made by the Divine Being, it fully satis- 
* hearts. This belief stiUs the upbraidings of 
Qoe> and sets it for ever at rest, and brings 
: peace. We then can rejoice without appre* 
L or fear in our knowledge of God and in our 
L to Him. Belying upon Him, we can look 
I to death and the judgment with calmness 
bmission, as did St. Paul, when he said, '* I 
01 whom I have believed, and ^m persuaded 
6 is able to keep that which I have com*- 
unto Him against that day." (2 Tim. i. 

' boundless the consolation this truth affords, 
he true and mighty God who T^ill dwell 
us. It was He who made all things, and 
)m were all things, who veiled the bright- 

His glory, and assumed our nature. It 
» and dignifies our nature when we remem* 
t the Son of God was once clothed with it; 
3 our sufferings when we see that He was 
oints tried as we are, " For in that He Him- 
th suffered, being tempted. He is able to 

them that are tempted." As the true and 

God, Jesus is worthy our highest adoration 

rship. Can we fear to trust Him who has 

over all things? Can we withhold our 
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warmest love, our best service, our most devoted 
obedience and sacrifice from Him, who though i 
mighty God, has stooped so low, and done so mudi 
for us P Beloved, tUs relation is full of spiritaal 
consolation. He shows you in it that all that He 
is, and all He has is available for you. As the 
mighty God, He is your Saviour; He is mighty to 
save, able to save unto the uttermost all who come 
unto Him. Not one of His redeemed shall perish. 
Dwell no longer upon your own infirmity and 
weakness, but think of your Saviour's onmipotenoe 
and grace. He alone can save you. You cannot 
save yourself. There is no case He cannot xeadi 
No heart so hard, but He can soften it ; no mind 
so dark, but He can enlighten it. You have only 
to submit to Him, and He will save you ; to bdieye 
in Him, and you shall have everlasting life. 

Beloved, have you this confidence in Jesus, as 
the true and mighty God ? Do you realize in yonr 
daily experience all that this relation involves P It 
will assuredly yield you the greatest joy and com- 
fort and strength to know and believe in Jesus day 
by day as the true and mighty God and Saviour. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



THE BREAD OF LIFE. 



BTX Yi. 51. — "I am the living bread which came 
Tom heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
• ever." 
)flN VI. 35. — " He that cometh to me shall never 



lan could have uttered such language as tliis 
) lie were Diviue, a fauatic, or an impostor, 
;wo latter suppositions cannot even moment- 
be entertained. The former is the only 
nate conclusion we can arriye at. He was 
He professed, Divine. This is a divine 
mce. But what a truth is it. The Divine 
; in human form comes to us, who spiritually 
nteUectually are poor himgry beings, and pre- 
Himself to us and says, '' I am the Bread of 
' Let us never forget that these words are of 
J import. Christ is now saying in His Word 



\ 
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to uniyersal humanity, just as He said it in liiiinaii |^ 
form, '^ I am the Bread of Lrfe/' The exclamatuA 
of the people, " Evennore give us this hread," iB 
the cry of humanity, the key that unlock the 
continual longing after satisfaction that lies deep in 
the heart. . Gold, power, position, knowledge, aw 
eagerly sought by men, in the hope that ssetisfadaon 
will be realized by them. The eagerness of ike 
pursuit diverts the thoughts ; the flush of excite- 
ment brings a momentary relief. But if the good 
be gained, what then? Inward dissatisfaction; 
earnest longing for something else, someihiog 
higher. The true interpretation of this ever re- 
curring phase of our experience, is to be found 
alone in the experimental realization of these 
words, " I am the Bread of Life." Christ Himself 
is the continual sustenance, support, and satis&ction 
of the soul. 

This relation of Christ which He now sustains to 
us, like many others, is often overlooked. We 
regard it as a figure of speech, and so we dismiss it 
from our minds. But is it not real? Did not 
Christ mean all these words can possibly convey 
when He uttered them ? Is there not even a deep 
spiritual meaning hidden beneath them, which we 
find it difficult to imderstand, unless we are taught 
by the Divine Spirit, whose work it is to take of the 
things of Christ, and show them unto us P 
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Are not tkese words the key whereby we can 
Interpret every unhappy life; every life that is 
imhealthy; every life that is weak, and a fSa,iIure. 
fleore is the cause. You are not feeding upon the 
light fidod* Christ meets the intense longings and 
lapirations of your soul, and says, '' I alone can 
meet them, for I am the Bread of Life." The 
body can only be sustained by suitable food admin- 
istered continually. It feeds upon it; it is its 
Hoarishment,- without which it would decay and die. 
So is it with the soul, and in relation to the spiritual 
life. Jesus says, '^ I am the Bread of Life." He 
does not say, ordinances, Church, prayer, the Bible. 
iCany rest in these alone, and do not in them par* 
take of Christ. They rise no higher, and then 
iRTonder at their unhealthiness, and at their want of 
liappiness, and at their own dissatisfaction ; but is it 
to be wondered at P It is only as you really feed 
upon Christ as the Bread of Life, and eat His 
flesh, and appropriate Him as the nourishment of 
your soul, that you can have spiritual life, (John 
yi. 63—66.) 

Thus appropriating Christ to yourself in this 
relation, you will know the blessedness of His 
words, '^ He that comcth to me shall never hunger, 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 
Blessed state ! in which you so feed upon Christ, as 
in this world and in the body to have perfect 
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satisfaction. They are Christ's own words, " shall 
nevBr hunger." Bread perfectly satisfies the body; 
why should we doubt that the Bread of Life can 
and will perfectly satisfy the soul ? We dare not 
doubt the capability of Christ to meet the utmost 
needs of the heart. How can we doubt His will- 
ingness to come and give us this satis&ction, since 
for this end He came into the world P But yet you 
say, " I do not know it, I do not realize it." But 
may not the cause of this be found in the fact that 
you have been feeding upon that which is not 
bread ? In other words, have you not been looking 
for your continual satisfaction to other objects than 
Jesus onlyp Have you continually kept Him 
before your mind as the only satisfaction of all the 
wants and desires of your heart? If not, you 
cannot expect the blessing. It is only promised to 
Tn'nn that Cometh, believeth, and eateth. The very 
expression, eateth, shows the continuous repetition 
of faith in Him. It shows that you must ia your 
heart give up feeding upon the husks of the world, 
and look to Jesus only for satisfaction ; that is, that 
you must give up all to Him. That you must 
receive Him only and continually as the inward 
fountain of satisfaction, as the Bread of Life. 
Understanding thus Christ as the Bread of life, 
are you inclined to say with some of old, " This is 
a bard saying, wKo can Tiieoi it? " I£ so, linger a 
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lent, listen, the words of Jesus sound still in 
ears. (63 ver.) " Will ye also go away P " 
it me ask you, as St. Peter asked Jesus, " To 
n can you go P " If you turn from the true 
d and the true Life, there remaineth only 
3, only death. Will you grudge parting with 
3, that you may receive the true Bread, with 
1, that you may have Life P 
jloved, whoever you may be, calling yourself 
iristian, an enquirer, a sinner; dissatisfied, 
id, troubled in your inmost soul, Christ comes 
>u as the Bread of Life. He asks you to take 
, He invites you just as you are, to come and 
upon Him. He promises that you shall &id 
md even more than your heart can wish, in 
self. No more dissatisfaction, if you feed upon 
, No more himger ; He will appease all the 
e of your heart. No more death : " If any 
eat of this Bread he shall live for ever." For 
sense the most literal, true, and absolute, and 
h the quickening Spirit alone can reveal in all 
^p meaning and bearing upon us, Jesus is the 
d of Life. 



M 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



THE WATER OF LIFE. 



John iv. 13, 14. — '* Jesus answered and said unto 
Whosoever dnnketh of this water shall thirst again: bat 
whosoever drinketh of the water I shall give him shall 
never thirst ; hut the water that I shall give him shall be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." 

John ve. 37. — " If any man thirst, let him come tmto 
me, and drink." 

1 CoR. X. 4. — "And did aU drink the same spiritoal 
diink : for they drank of that spiritual rock that followed 
them : and that rock was Christ." 

Few earthly figures that represent heavenly trutii 
are so frequently employed in Holy Scripture as 
thirst and water. The water God miraculously 
gaye the Israelites in the desert, was intended to 
symbolize Christ, who is the Water of Life. 
Isaiah set forth the blessings of salvation in tWs 
language, " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters." (Isaiah Iv. 1.) So did Ezekiel 
(xlvii. 9) : " And everything shall Hve whither the 
river cometh." Agam m "35xsn\. ^5> " Then will I 
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de dean water upon you, and ye shall be 
" The Psalmist likewise frequently employed 
There is a river, the streams whereof shaU 

glad the city of God." (Psalm xlvi. 4.) 
3 as the hart desireth the water-brooks, so 
:h my soul after thee, O God. My soul is 
t for God, yea, even for the living God." 
n xlii. 1, 2.) These figures all received their 
it fulfilment in Jesus. He sat by the side of 
ell at Sychar, and said, "Whosoever drinketh 
B water shall thirst again." (John iv. 13.) 
x>od in the temple at Jerusalem and openly 
•ed, " If any man thirst, let him come unto 
id drink." He still says to the whole world, 
ill give unto him that is athirst of the foun- 
f the water of life freely." Nothing less than 
an be the meaning of our blessed Lord, when 
ttered this invitation, that all the desires of 
lature expressed by thirst can meet their 
it satisfaction in Him. We know how intense 
de desires of our nature. We need only 
arate the desire after happiness, pleasure, 
ledge, peace, pardon. He can. He will per- 
satisfy the heart in all these respects. Look- 
ito Jesus, the good man is then satisfied from 
If, " Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 

again : but the water that I shall give him 
be in him a well of water springing up into 
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everlasting life." He has a source of satisfaction ! 
in himself that will never fail. 

Alas ! many professing Christians do not realize 
this satisfaction ; so far from this, some are found 
asking, "Who will show ns any good?" He 
enemies of Christianity, judging from them, might 
ask, " Is Christianity really the satisfaction it pro- 
fesses to be P " We unhesitatingly reply, " It is, 
and far more." 

But unless water is taken it cannot possibly 
satisfy thirst. Christ says, " If any man thirst, 
let him come to me and drink." 

There is no limit in this invitation as to the kind 
of thirst ; but He says, " If any man thirst." We 
want habitually to go to Jesus and drink. 

As every new desire springs up in the heart, let 
us go to Jesus with it. If lawfiil. He may, when 
we have told it to Him, gratify it in Htts own time, 
or if not, the mere act of telling it to Jesus will 
relieve the mind. If unlawful, He will quench it, 
or will impart such a view of Himself as the satis- 
faction of the soul, that it will be perfectly satisfied 
with Him. 

If you do not know Jesus in this relation, if 
you do not continually go to Him that you may 
obtain this satisfaction from Him, you need not 
wonder if you have not happiness here to the fall. 
This is the happiness oi li^^ixeu : " In my presence 
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is the fiilness of joy, and at my right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore." 

Dear reader, do you want this satisfaction? 
Jesus can give it you ; He can give it you on this 
earth; He is waiting and willing to give it you 
even now. Will you accept it ? Will you resolve 
to turn your eye away from every other object for 
the supreme satisfaction of your heart, and to keep 
it at all times steadily fixed upon Jesus only ; so 
that in all your engagements of life you may feel, 
"These are not my satisfaction, but Jesus." All 
your daily blessings and mercies you so learn to 
employ, that they are but as a scale or ladder lead- 
ing you to Jesus, the Author and Giver of them all. 
He will then indeed be in you as a " well of water 
springing up to everlasting life." 

He invites you all through His Word, as well as 
in His own memorable language, to come and par- 
take of Him. The Bible could only dose with this 
blessed invitation, as if all the purposes of this 
blessed book, and all the repeated invitations foimd 
a perfect climax and condensation in this most 
perfect and thrice repeated invitation : " The Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely." 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 
THE DOOR. 



John x. 7—9. — " Then said Jesus unto them again, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 
I am the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.'* 

Eph. II. 18. — " For through Him we both have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father." 



Christ is not only our Shepherd, but He is 
the door for the shepherds, the ministers of 
Christ ; and for the sheep, the people of God. Otur 
blessed Lord represents Himself as the door botih 
for ministers and people, to show that salvation is 
to be obtained by immediate and direct access to 
Him. There is no other door between the soul 
and Christ which must first be passed through. 
Men erect other entrances rather than go directly 
to Christ, The doors of feeling, of priestly inter- 
cession, of good works, of ordinances, are all looked 
to and tried; but none of these are the propei 



f 



THE DOOR. 167 

^trance of the soul to God and salvation. Christ 
*Iiiii8elf is the door. All who dimb up any other 
^ay are thieves and robbers ; we cannot have access 
^ God our Father, but through Christ as the door. 
<^ is a truth with which we are all familiar ; but 
^«ally to perceive and enter into the spiritual signi- 
fication of these words, "I am the door of the 
^heep : by me if any man enter in he shall be saved 
and shall go in and out and find pasture," needs 
the teaching of the Divine Spirit. Like all the 
relations of Christ, it has a deep spiritual meaning, 
which we need to realize in our own personal expe- 
rience. "We want to know Christ as the door or 
entrance to God the Father, really to enter through 
Christ to the love and favour of God. This is no 
mere theory or figure of speech ; it is a great reality. 
You may be as conscious of entering into the fold or 
favour of Gtoi through Christ, as of entering the 
house of God through the door. Christ invites us 
to enter this enclosure through Him — " I have 
set before thee an open door," is His language. 
Beloved, this inquiry is of the first importance. 
Have you entered through Christ as the door into 
the fold P Do you understand all that is involved 
in entering in through Christ Himself? Do you 
see how it impUes the utter renunciation of self, 
of self-righteousness, and trust in self, and calls for 
the exercise of faith in Jesus only P Blessed truth : 
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Jesus says, ** I have set before you an open door/* 
a door that is open at all times. No matter wliat 
may be our frames or feelings, the door is open; we 
can enter. The open door shows us the readiness 
of access, the freedom of entrance. All can entei 
through this door ; all classes of men ; all d^iees 
of sinners are alike invited to come in and out, and 
to find pasture. " If any mem enter in,'' is Qie 
Saviour's expression. He does not limit the entrance 
to the worthy, the righteous, the moral, but any 
man may come and enter in by this door. 

'^ If any man enter in, he shall be saved, and aball 
go in and out and find pasture." As our entrance 
is to be a work taking place in this life, so are the 
results salvation, finding pasture. 

If you enter by the door, you will have this 
evidence that you have entered by the guidance 
and protection of the Shepherd ; — the communion 
you will have with Him, the spiritual sustenance, 
satisfactions and enjoyments He will give yon. 
You will find pasture, and all your need in Him. 

^' He shall go in and out." This phrase denotes 
a habitual course of life, and includes the whole acts 
and habits of the life. The believer habitually 
enters through Christ the door. It is not that he 
has done so once and is satisfied with this, but he 
is doing so now. He enters now and continually 
through Christ the open door ; he is familiar with 
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^Qirist as the liTing way, the means of access with 
he Father. 

Beloved, will you not enter by this door P There 
fi no other. There is only this one Christ, this one 
^yiour for you ; '' there is none other name under 
:ieayen given amongst men, whereby we must be 
iaved.'^ (Acts iv. 12«) It is not a knowledge of 
Dhrist that is entering in by this door. It is really 
trusting in Him, committing your soul into His 
bands. No door of morality, of self-righteousness, 
or of good works, is needed ; nothing else can be 
substituted; it is Christ Himself, and Christ only 
who is the door. That door is open to you now. 
Now you can enter and find pasture ; soon, very 
soon, it may be shut. '' Behold, now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation." 
" To-day," saith the Holy Ghost, " if ye will hear 
His voice, harden not your hearts." 

Ere it be too late, and life's course is run, enter 
by ibis door ; you then will find pasture ; the Good 
ffliepherd will know you as His sheep ; He will in- 
scribe upon you His mark ; you will know Him, and 
finally He will address you as His sheep in the last 
great day with those memorable words, " Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you firom before the foundation of the world." 



CHAPTER XXXVni. 

AS RIVERS OF WATER. 



Psalm lxxii. 6. — " He shall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass : as showers that water the earth." 

HosEA VI. 8. — " He shall come unto ns as the rain, as liie 
latter and former rain unto the earth." 

Isaiah lotxii. 2. — " And a man shall be as rivers of water 
in a dry place." 

These words at once bring before ns a picture of 
the earth after a long period of drought. We aie 
all familiar with the reality. The hard and cracked 
ground, the scarcely verdant vegetation, the droop- 
ing flowers, the trees almost dead, and the cattle as 
parched as the earth itself. 

This picture truly represents the state of the 
heart without Christ. Man without Christ* is 
parched, withered, and spiritually dead. The 
world's history proves it. We can appeal to the 
ancient heathen, who were without Christ, in sup- 
port of it. The Greeks and Romans, and even the 
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^'Ws, at the time of Clirist*s coming upon earth, 
''Qre in this condition, and so in our own day are 
oth nations, families, and individual hearts where 
lirist is not. If your heart is sad, drooping, sor- 
>wftil, you may not know the cause, but it is here : 
'hrist is not in it. It needs Christ, just as the 
lirsty earth requires the rain. How great the 
hange when the .gentle showers descend ; the earth 
I then refreshed, softened, and restored to its 
roper state for culture. There seems to be new 
fe. All vegetation is revived, and appears ver- 
ant and beautiful ; the fragrance is most refreshing, 
ust so is the change in the heart, when Christ 
)mes down and enters into it. He actually came 
own once upon the earth in human form. How 
jfreshing was His influence upon all. The poor 
ere made rich ; the lame man leaped as an hart ; 
xe tongue of the dumb sang ; the blind saw ; the 
idoVs heart leaped for joy, and sinners were 
rought to the conscious enjoyment of forgiveness. 
He then came down as rain upon the mown 
rass : as showers that water the earth." And this 
as only given us as a type of what His influence 
ould be throughout all time. In that same man- 
sr, to do that same good, to exert that same in- 
iience. He said, " Lo, I am with you alway, even 
ato the end of the world." 
How refreshing are His visits to us now. When 
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we are in distress. He comes to ns and says, " I^t 
not your heart be troubled." When cast down by 
sin, He says, ** I haye blotted out thy transgressLons 
as a doud, and thy iniquities as a thick doud." He 
is now ready to come into our hearts and contnbnte 
to our life and spiritual growth, just as the showers 
contribute to the life and growth of the fruit and pro- 
ducts of the earth. We have all to lament that an 
ofk recurring phase of our experience is that of spiri- 
tual barrenness. We want at such times to learn 
actually to receive Christ, so that He may reviye 
all our drooping graces, and enable us to grow and 
bring forth fruit. Nothing but the showers will 
effect the desired change upon the earth ; and so 
nothing but Christ will soften, subdue, refresh, and 
enlarge the heart. 

How often do you complain that you cannot 
realize great truths, that you cannot repent, nor 
pray, nor exercise Mth in Christ. You then want 
to know the Saviour as being willing to come to yon 
just as you are, to come to you just as the showers 
come to the barren, dry, hard earth. And He will 
come to you and revive in you all that is drooping 
and dead, and beget in you new life, and enable yon 
to bring forth fruit, the fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, tem- 
perance, faith. His attitude towards you may b« 
ibm set forth in the l^sigaage of the inspired 
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^ropliet, Malachi iii. 10, " Prove me now herewith 
alth the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the 
vindows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
bat there shall not be room enough to receive it !" 
Oh! how blessed a thing it is when in your 
)wn life you feel your need of refreshment, 
iirlien you are weary of the world, of yourself, of all 
ux)und you, to be able to turn to Jesus, and obtain 
from Him renewal, invigoration, refreshment, and 
strength. He is more willing to come down and 
refresh and strengthen you thus, than you are to 
receive Him. In all your seasons of weariness, 
open your heart to Jesus. Go not to other sources ; 
they will not give you the rest, the refreshment you 
need, but Jesus assuredly will. He says, " I wiU 
refresh you.'' He cannot lie; His word cannot 
change. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



OUR PASSOVER. 



1 Cor. v. 7. — " Christ our Pftssover is sacrificed for ns." 
Exodus xii. 13. — " And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you." 

The Passover, or paschal lamb, was a most livdy 
figure or type of Jesus Christ, and preached very 
clearly to the Jews the doctrine of the Gospel. 
The lamb without blemish signified the Lord Jesus 
Christ in His spotless perfection. The lamb was to 
be slain, and roasted with fire, to symbolize the 
agony and suflferings of Christ. The blood was to 
be regarded as precious, and to be sprinkled upon 
the two side-posts and upper door-posts of the 
houses. "And the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses 'wl[iei^ ^^ ^^^ and when I 
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3c the bloody I will pass over you, and the plague 
h.all not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite 
be land of Egypt." (Exodus xii. 13.) In like 
cianner Christ is our Passover. His blood has 
>©en shed for us. We must look to Him by faith, 
Old this is equivalent to His blood being sprinkled 
^T applied to the heart and conscience to save us. 
^en it is thus sprinkled God will assuredly per- 
seive it ; the destroying angel will pass over that 
ndividual ; there is no condemnation there. 

This is a blessed and affecting relation Christ 
lustains to the soul — ^that of our Passover. It is 
raught with great and endless comfort. When con- 
icience reproaches and upbraids, you can immediately 
dlence it by turning to the blood that was shed. 
When thoughts of the judgment-day fill your mind 
vith terror you can look by faith to Christ, and can 
lave perfect security in the thought of His finished 
lacrifice and shed blood. 

EEs blood becomes our only protection and our 
inly trust. When we have approached Christ in 
his relation we learn to feel just as the Israelites 
dt. They may have been conscious of much sin ; 
nd, when they heard the shriek of agony from the 
ouses of the Egyptians, they may have felt they 
eserved like pimishment ; but they likewise felt 
he blood was sprinkled upon their door-posts, as 
Jod had commanded ; they trusted in His word 
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and believed they should escape. For the ground 
of our confidence is the work Christ has done, the 
word God has uttered. Whatever our feelings may 
be, if we but look to the blood that has been shed, 
Christ is our Passover, and judgment will not 
descend upon us. There is perfect security for 
all who look to the blood, but speedy and eer- 
tain destruction for all who have not taken refuge 
under it. 

This relation also clearly shows us that our 
security is only in Christ ; apart from Him we 
have no groimd of confidence. 

The Israelites did not dare venture from their 
houses into the streets ; we dare not venture away 
from Christ ; that moment we may become a prey to 
the tempter, or may be slain. A right view of this 
relation will lead us to strive that we may ever abide 
in Christ ; it will subdue sin and temptation within 
us ; we shall coimect our sins with the slajong of the 
Lamb, and shall hate them, and resolve ever to for- 
sake them, to sin no more. St. Paul directs us to this 
practical view of Christ as our Passover, slain for ns, 
when he says, " Therefore let us keep the feast, not 
with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness ; but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth." (1 Cor. v. 7, 8.) What 
feelings of grateful love will a right view of this 
relation beget in us! We shall see how much 
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irist has done for us ; how great is the debt wo 
re Him ; how utterly helpless we were, by any- 
ing we could do, to effect this redemption, this 
Ivation, for ourselyes ; and how perfectly He has 
rought it for us. 

Beloved, whoever you may be, whatever may be 
mi character — whether highly intellectual, de- 
>tedly spiritual, or worldly, sinftJ, and careless, 
»u want to know Christ as the Paschal Lamb, as 
e Passover slain for you ; you want to believe 
at He has, by His death and sacrifice, satisfied 
stice on your behalf, put away your sin, atoned 
p all your guilt, and that now, on the ground of 
is finished work, you can have the sense of par- 
»n, the enjojrment of God's love, and freedom of 
cess unto Him. 

The Israelites, whatever might be their character, 
uld take the blood ; and so, whatever may be the 
gree of your guilt, you may take the blood of 
sus Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. He is 
e Passover slain for you. His shed blood has 
en sprinkled before the mercy-seat in the holy of 
Ues. God accepts it; He is reconciled to the 
>rld. You are dehvered while you look to it, 
die your trust is there. But you must feed upon 
irist, just as the Israelites partook of the lamb, 
le bitter herbs were mingled with that food ; so 
ist repentance, sorrow for sin, be mingled with 
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our £aiih. Their loins were to be to be girded as 
for a journey^ as if ready to forsake all in Egypt; 
so, when partaking of Christ, most you be ready to 
forsake all that is sinfiil in the world ; and thea 
will you truly know Him as the Passoyer slain for 
you. 



CHAPTER XL. 



OUR SHIELD. 



. XV. 1.— "I am thy shield." 

-M Lxxxiv. 9. — " Behold, God, our shield, and look 

he face of thine anointed." 

Es. VT. 16. — " Above all, taking the shield of faith, 

vith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 

sked." 

£ are periods in our Christian life in which 
kve clear and powerful views of the enormity 
L, the strict demands of the law, the justice 
loliness of Qt)d. The Holy Spirit induces 
[K)nviction of sin, and, like Job, you are ready 
claim, ''I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
shes ; " or, like the pubHcan, you feel yourself 
rthy to enter the presence of God, or even to 
p your eyes to heayen, and can only smite 
your breast, and exclaim, in half-supprest>ed 
" God be merciful to me a sinner." At all 
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such times you want to know Christ as your shield; 
you want to see that this is no mere figure of 
speech, but that Christ will really stand between 
you and justice, and wiU protect you from all tlie 
possible consequences of your sin. As a shield He 
will ward off from you the thunderbolts of God's 
wrath, and will ESmself receive them. CSurist 
SEimself strikingly presents this truth to us when He 
sajrs, " How often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings." When a bird of prey is near, 
or when any danger threatens the chickens, the 
hen collects them and spreads her wings over them, 
and there remains, as much as to say, ^* If yon 
would harm my little ones, you must pierce through 
me first." In the same way does Jesus cover, as 
with the shield of omnipotence, all His children 
who will come to Him at His call in the hour of 
danger, and who will place themselves under His 
protection, as under a shield. 

But not only are we exposed to the strict justice 
of God, but danger also threatens us from the 
assaults of Satan and the powers of darkness— evil 
suggestions, temptations of all kinds, we are often 
subject to. At such times you must learn "to 
take the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 
to quench all tha fiery darts of the wicked.*' 

It 18 one thing merely to acknowledge that 
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tJhrist is a shield to His people, and quite another 
to know all that is involyed in this relation, and so 
to understand it as really to flee to Christ at the 
time you want Him, and take shelter imder Him 
as a shield. Unless you understand this, you will 
assuredly be often oyercome in the spiritual conflict; 
your enemies will be too powerful for you ; you will 
surely falL But when attacked, from whatever 
quarter, if, by faith, you present Christ as your 
shield, you will be certainly victorious. Be sure 
that you truly know Christ, and put Him on in 
this relation, and then you will always sing of 
victory. In the hour of inward conflict, when all 
appears dark, and every ray of hope is excluded, 
and the remembrance of sin is vivid and powerful ; 
when attempting to approach the throne of grace, 
but overcome with fear ; when contending with the 
last enemy, Death ; when contemplating the judg- 
ment bar, with all its awful realities and tremendous 
issues, let this be your one argument, " Behold, 
God, our shield, and look upon the face of thine 
anointed.'^ 

Just as a soldier is well skilled in the use of his 
arms, and knows how to employ them in battle, so 
must you be well prepared, in the hour of inward 
conflict, to remember this truth, that Christ stands 
to you in this relation. 

As His people's shield, He bore, when on Cal- 
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yary> all the wrath of o£Pended justice that shouli 
have descended upon them. He is still ready to 
defend and preserve His people. We are liable to 
the great danger of forgetting this truth, of goiiig 
forth alone to the conflict^ and of succumbing to 
evil as though there was no hope of escape or 
conquest 

Ohristian, hehdd thy shield; employ at all timeB 
thy shield ; let nothing put thee off from using it; 
there is no evil suggestion it cannot quell. ^ 

But perhaps you ask, " How can I always use 
Christ as my shield P'' By simple faith in Him; 
He Himself will enable you to hold Him as. a 
shield. The effort you need to make to grasp HiiB) 
to trust Him> He will assist jrou in making; the 
very energy you require to place Christ as a shield 
before you» and to lose sight of self, He will glte. 
What boimdless consolation is there in this relation 
of Christ to His people I As their shield. He is 
always present, always available, always williDg tD 
defend theuL Surely, if we are wise, we shall be 
careful always to have Christ in us and around uSi 
as our continual shield; and then no real harm can 
ever overtake us. 



CHAPTEE XLL 



OUK HOPE. 



27. — " Christ m you, the hope of glory." 
[. 10. — "Which hope we have as an anchor of the 
sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
3 veil." 

1. 18. — " Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
.ppearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 



one great source of strength, oomforti and 
at in tbe Ohristian life. Hope has refer- 
the future, but its blessings are realized in 
3nt, It is the privilege of every Ghristiail 

9, firnjL hope or expectation of eternal 
IL and happiness in heaven. But the object 
a is either to substitute a false hope for 
), or to weaken the true hope in the 
1. 
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The only well grounded hope set before us in tk 
Holy Scriptures is the sacrifice, the atonement, the 
righteousness^ the person of our Lord and Savioui 
Jesus Christ. The Holy Scriptures present Christ 
to us as our hope in a higher view than as the 
crucified, risen, or ascended Saviour. He is also 
presented to us as actually present, living, and 
reigning in us. Thus St. Paul says, '^ Christ in 
you, the hope of glory/' (Col. i. 27.) " Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of 
God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is 
our hope." (1 Tim. i. 1.) 

This is why so many Christians have only a 
vague hope that their sins are forgiven, and that 
they are saved. They never advance to the perfect 
knowledge of Christ as their hope. They do not 
embrace Him in this relation* But when He is 
received into the heart, and when by Hir actual 
presence there He establishes His government over 
the whole being, there is then a well grounded 
hope. The earnest of future glory is already in the 
heart ; a foretaste of the blessing of everlasting life 
is then realized. This then is the only true hope, 
and the only hope that Satan, the world, and 
temptation, can neither darken nor destroy. Chris- 
tians are often in despondency, because they make 
their frames, experiences, and good works the 
^oimd of their hope; and when these alter 
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3ir hopes are darkened or destroyed. Whereas 
Christ alone, without any admixture of self or of 
3d works, is Himself made the only ground 
hope, it may be always bright and joyous ; it 
II come inmiediately from Him who never 
mges, '^ but is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
ever." 

But truly to know and receive Christ in this 
ation 83 our hope, is the great struggle and 
Acuity that continually meets us^ It is one thing 
acknowledge Christ as our only hope, but quite 
)ther to rise to the practical knowledge and 
lization of it. Very much is involved in this, 
rhaps you, beloved reader, are anxious to know 
I realize this hope, Christ in you the hope of 
ry. You must then aim to have a spiritual 
prehension of your own utterly hopeless condition 
hout Christ. You must plainly see and feel 
t there is no hope of salvation upon legal or any 
er grounds. You must know your own help- 
ness in all your attempts to overcome sin or to 
st temptation, and you must seek a revelation 
Christ to you as your hope by the aid of the 
[y Spirit. Above all, you must learn to know 
n, not merely as the crucified and risen Saviour, 
as the living Saviour dwelling in you, dethron- 
self and enthroning Christ to rule the heart and 
When Christ is thus spiritually received and 
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realized in this relation, the soul learns to lem 
upon Him habitually, and to rest oonstanily npa 
Him as its hope. If a cloud should arise firom any 
source to obscure the brightness of this hope^ bo 
useless struggles are then made to gather hope 
from past experience or present feelings, but re- 
course is had directly to Christ. 

Beloved, are you willing thus wholly to renounce 
self and to receire Christ as your hope P Blessed 
indeed will your experience be, if Christ is thus 
accepted. Your hope will then be as an anchori 
sure and stedfast. The storms of adversity will not 
affect it It will stand fast for ever. The stedfast 
assurance of glory to come will shed a radiance and 
glory over the present. The heart will be filled 
with peace and joy. A holy influence will be 
exerted over the whole life: "Every man that 
hath this hope in Him purifieth himself even as He 
is pure.** 

This hope will enable you with confidence to 
enter into that within the veil, the very holy of 
holies, to dwell there and enjoy continually the 
presence of God and the conscious assurance of His 
love- 
Aim then to seek the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
so that casting entirely away every other con- 
fidence, you may be able fiilly, cordially, and joy- 
fijUy to receivo C\mst %a ^wa hope. Ever 
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ember He is waiting to reyeal Himself to you 
tliis relation. He is willing to receive and 
ion you yet again. He will reassure your 
rt and dwell in it. He will chase every cloud 
y by His own word of encouragement and love, 
will evermore come and dwell in your heart as 
hope of glory. 



CHAPTER XLn, 



OUR WISDOM, 



1 Cor. I. 30. — "Christ Jesas, who of , God is made unto |g 
us wisdom.** 

Proverbs hi. 19. — " The Lord by wisdom hath founded V. 
tho earth ; by understanding hath He established the }] 
heavens.*' 



Christ^ when inoamate on the earthy was an ex- 
pression or an exemplification of the wisdom of 
Gkxl. If we track all His footsteps, and listen to 
His every word, and analyse His every act, we 
cannot discover the slightest trace of folly. We 
see the wisdom of Omniscience that could look into 
the hearts of men. We feel we are in the presence 
of One who knows all things, past, present, and to 
come. In a moment He escaped the snares of the 
^erodians, the 8addLuce^> \!ii^ PhAxisees, and re- 
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Jed to others, as in the case of the woman of 
cnaria, the secret depths of their own heart and 
their own past life. Since He has created the 
avens and the earthy who can deny the highest 
sdom to Him ? Has He not exhibited it in the 
ncture of every plants and tree> and leaf; and 
es He not equally exhibit it in His relation to us 
the moral and spiritual world P It is with this 
Ation we are now conceraed. Christ is our wis- 
m. He is made of God wisdom unto us. We 
mt to see andknow Him in this high spiritual 
lation* 

ThS first condition of this knowledge is that we 
)arly understand our own spiritual ignorance and 
Jplessness. All that you can possibly know or 
» of value must come from Christ. You may 
ive intellectual attainments of a very high order, 
it they will not avail you as to your spiritual 
indition> or as to your state before God. !Eiven 
ivl, when led to see the truth, notwithstanding 
is intellectual attainments, iomiediately became a 
lild, and cried, ''Lord, what wilt thou have me 
»doP" 

In this sense we must all be converted, and be- 
)me as little children. We must continually wait 
pon God, conscious of our own utter weakness, and 
elplessness, and ignorance, knowing that every 
ep we take of ourselves is sure to be in the wrong 
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direction, and that every ray of light comes only 
firom Him who is our wisdom. 

We must believe and look to Christ as onr wis- 
dom. We mnst receive Him in this reUtioo. 
** David said> I have more understanding than all 
my teachers, for thy testimonies are my mefita- 
tion." 

But he who has Christ of Gk>d made tmto him 
wisdom, will be wise indeed. He will be wise unto 
salvation. He will know the mind and will d 
Qtod. He will have that highest wisdom enaUiog 
him to manage his affairs with discretion ; that triie 
wisdom which will affect and exhibit itself ii the 
life, as described by St. James, when he says, ''Ihe 
wisdom that is fix)m above is first pure, then peaoo- 
able, gentle and easy to be entreated, fall of mer^ 
and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy." How striking is his inquiry, "Who 
is a wise man, and endued with knowledge among 
you ; let him show out of a good conversation his 
works with meekness of wisdom." 

This is the Bible estimate of a wise man. One 
who is pure, careM to avoid any defilement fipom 
error or sin. One who is peaceable, who lives 
peaceably. Gentie, ready to bear with the infirmi- 
ties of others, and to interpret all things for the 
best for the sake of peace. Easy to be entreated, 
ready to yield to the appe^k of ^good reason. Full 
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fif jQercy, making him pity others that are afflicted 
Oir that offend. Without partiality, not making 
diatinctions between persons for worldly reasons. 
Asxd one without hypocrisy, who is sincere, trans- 
parent, and open in all his doings. 

This is the wisdom which comes from above, and 
^hich can be had only by the realization of Christ 
Imng made wisdom unto us. 

Oh, that we knew Him, imderstood, and received 
Him as our wisdom. " He, of God, is made unto 
us wisdom." He is appointed to be our wisdom. 
We have but to renounce our own self-conceited 
knowledge, and submit to Him, to receive Him as 
oar wisdom. This the soul is loth to do. It 
naturally prefers its own vaunted knowledge and 
power. But this we must learn, at whatever cost : 
that Christ alone is our wisdom ; that we are only 
truly wise as we submit to Him ; that our course is 
only a wise course as He directs it ; our way only 
a right way as He has marked it out for us. 

Beloved, have you learnt this lesson, to depend 
wholly upon Christ? When will you learn itP 
Have not your own frequent stumblings and 
fulures taught you that your highest wisdom is 
only folly? Should they not lead you to accept 
Christ as your wisdom? All will then be well. 
You will have the mind of Christ. You will 
gather directly from Him what His will is, and 
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your own course in life, your own heart and feeling 
will be a reflection of His ; and thus^ in the highest 
sense, Christ Jesus will, of God, be made unto you 
wisdom, righteousness, sanotification, and redemp- 
tion. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 



OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 



Jeremiah xxiii. 6. — " The Lord our Righteousness." 
Romans hi. 26, — "Whom God hath set forth to be a 

propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His 

^righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 

through the forbearance of God." 

2 CoBiNTHiANs V. 21. — " For He hath made Him to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in Him." 

The one great problem that has ever agitated the 
depths of the human heart is, "How can man be 
just with God ? " Conscious of his own imrighte- 
ousness and of the spotless purity of God, man has 
ever striven to discover how his sins can be for- 
given, and how he can become just before GodP 
This accounts for the heathen sacrifices and the 
various religions of the world. They are only 
endeavours to find an answer to this question : now 

o 

i 
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God has permitted men to work out this problem; 
and the obvious result is utter inability to give any 
satisfactory reply to it. Then it is, God in His 
GK)8pel reveals to us His own wondrous message, 
showing that He Himself can alone supply the 
answer to this question. 

He reveals to us His oWn righteousness as oni 
justification. Jesus Ohrist is the propitiation, the 
satisfaction for our sins. 

He stood in our place, the place of the gailty, 
and took upon Him the sins of the whole world. 
Thus, once for all, He offiared up Himself for us. 
He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised foi 
our iniquities, and by His stripes we are healed. 
His death was not merely the death of a martyr^ 
but a real and veritable vicarious sacrifice for om 
sins, and He was in it truly a substitute for us. 
Nothing can be plainer than this languid of St 
Paul, '' He hath made Him to be sin for us, wk 
knew no sin ; that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God in Him.** 

When on the cross He was regarded as the 
representative of sin for us. The law was upheld 
in its majesty ; justice was satisfied. The object d 
all this being that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him; that we might inherit and 
partake of God's righteousness as that righteous- 
12 ess exists and is reveaVedim Ctmt \ that we might 
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in and by Him be made righteoas as God is 
righteous. 

We all, beloved, need very much this knowledge 
of Christ as our justification. This only can still 
our fears, can bring us peace, or give us the assur- 
ance of pardon. It is because you do not thus 
believe in Christ that doubt, and fear, and despond- 
ency arise as to your acceptance with God. But if 
you believe in Him as being of God made unto you 
i]ghte&usness, there will be no room for doubt or 
fear. 

All the suggestions of Satan can be met with 
this argument : Christ has died. When anticipa- 
ing death, this truth will silence every fear respect- 
ting that solemn hour. In looking forward to the 
awfdl day of judgment, this plea will give boldness. 
" The Lord our righteousness " should be the spirit 
of the Christian throughout the whole of his course. 
Prom first to last, in every step and stage of his 
life he should learn to employ tlus truth. 

This relation of Christ is opposed to self-righte- 
ousness in all its subtle forms. It shows us that 
good works, frames, and feelings, cannot enter into 
our justification before God. The Lord our righte- 
ousness can alone be our plea. This relation is 
likewise a test as to our condition before God. 

Beloved, have you thus renounced all self-righte- 
ousness ? Have you believed in Jesus Christ as 
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your justification P Have you tlie inward consdous 
joy which must arise from believing in Chiist in 
this relation P 

Let me beseech you to renounce, from this time, 
all hope from anjrthing in yourself, and to trust to 
Jesus only. The righteousness of another, even of 
Jesus Christ, is offered for your acceptance. WiQ 
you be guilty of the folly of rejecting it ? WiH 
you vainly prefer your own righteousness to that of 
Jesus Christ's P Be not guilty of this crowning 
sin of all, but with feelings of grateful love accept 
Jesus Christ as your righteousness ; then all wSi 
be well with you, and the joy of your heart wH 
find expression in the beautiful language of Isaiah 
Ixi. 10, " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He 
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness." 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

OUR SANCTIFICATION. 



1 Cor. I. 30. — " Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us sanctification." 

1 Thess. IV. 3.— "This is the will of God, even your 
sanctification." 

1 Thess. v. 23. — " And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

All Christians who have an intelligent intei^st in 
the Holy Scriptures are agreed upon the importance 
of sanctification. The strict meaning of the term 
includes the entire consecration of heart, mind, and 
will to God, and the regulation of the life, as a con- 
sequence, in obedience to the mind and will of God^ 
Because of a misunderstanding of theological terms, 
it is by many confounded with justification. Those 
who thus confuse the terms speak of Christ as our 
sanctification. If by this they mean Christ has so 
perfectly atoned for their sins, that when they 
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belieye in Him they are treated as ligliteoasy that 
all their meetness for heaven is found in Qm, we 
reply, we believe all this to be perfectly sciiptiiral 
and true, but that this is not what theologians mean 
by the words, *' Christ our sanctificatiim." 

But then, admitting the previous definition of 
sanotifioation to be correct, is there not a sense in 
which Christ is our sanctificationP A sense that is 
of the highest importance, and yet has been very 
much overlooked. 

Is not the notion that generally prevails respect- 
ing sanotifioation something like this, that at con- 
version God implants a holy principle in the heart, 
and that the believer has to nourish this, and so by 
the help of Christ to secure sanctification. Hiis 
view of this important matter necessarily causes ihe 
believer to look at self continually^ to see whether 
all is now right, to congratulate self upon any real 
or supposed advances, and to Sx the attention ufCfa 
legal working. 

Now the scriptural view is Christ our sanctifica- 
tion. The Scriptures do not leave the Christian to 
work himself up to a certain standard by his own 
efforts, but they present a person, a holy living 
Saviour, who is able and willing to dwell in the 
soul to accomplish this object, to operate upon the 
heart, and to enable it to will, and to do of His good 
pleasure. 
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This view leads the Christian to feel and say, '' I 
laye no life, no holiness, no sanctification in myself; 
ipart from Christ I have no moral excellence what- 
ever, nor do I ever expect to have any. But yet I 
lope to attain a more perfect obedience, a more 
mtire consecration than I now possess, and I know 
bhe sole means of attaining this is by receiving 
Ohrist, permitting Him to rule my will, and to 
dwell in my heart/' 

Thus the first step towards sanctification, as to- 
wards justification, is " Trust in Jesus." The look 
of faith, which assures you that your standing before 
Gt)d is one of righteousness and safety. The look 
to His cross as the perfect atonement — His spotless 
life as the example. The look which brings Him- 
self consciously into your heart. The calmness, the 
peace associated with Him. The holy hatred of sin. 
The love of holiness. The desire for communion 
with Ood. The intense longing for a more entire 
consecration to Jesus, and a more perfect obedience 
in all things. This is the blessing of sanctification. 
It can only be secured by trust in Jesus. Christ 
nxust be known and believed in as the sanctification 
of the soul. 

Beloved, you have desired sanctification — ^you have 
even prayed for it ; but you have not realized it. 
This may show you the reason. Your method has 
been a legal one. You have sought it by your own 



\ 
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worlcM. You have aimed to eradicate dns baiail, ta 
ovoraomo that sin ; to perform ilie odier dntj. Ibis 
yuu havo doiio with the hope that yoa will dm 

rtntlixu the end — sanctification. 

llut huvo you attained it ? Assuredly not Hov 
(liffortuit will the result be, if your first aim be 
(lirtH^tod to roooiving Christ — ^if you beUere in Bim 
iiM liblo and willing to be your sancttficaticm; as 
rtnidy to oomo and dwell in you, and thus Himself 
to kiH^p you from sin; Himself with His own 
HtiH^ngth within you, to strengthen you for every 
duty ; and llimsolf by His OMm strong will over- 
powt^'ing continually your own perverse will, and 
inoIininK it thus to obey God in all things. 

(^hriMt id intensely anxious for the sanctification of 
His pooplo. ** This is the will of God, even your 
sanotiHuation." He is willing to come and dwell 
in your heart as your sanctification. Will you 
ivotnvu Him ? Will you yield up to His control 
your \itmo8t will ? 

Tliis is the Scriptural method to know and be- 
Uovo in Ohrist as your sanctification. The supreme 
attention will then be absorbed and directed, nol 
80 much to self as to Chiist. Your efforts and 
struggles will then be directed to Christ. You will 
desire most of all to know Him, to receive Him. 
The effects of this will be manifest : your own in- 
ward experience will be calm, cfi.xi.^\iw>a ^aoe and 
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. You will now triumph, where before you 
Y met with defeat. Self will be humbled, but 
y in the right way; it will be humbled before 
rist. Sin you can conquer. Duties in the 
ingth of Christ you can perform. Higher and 
ber attainments in holiness you can make, until 
. thus go on unto perfection, because Christ of 
1 is made Unto you sanctification. 



CHAPTER XLV. 



OUR SALVATION. 



Pbalm xxxviii. 22. — " The Lord is my salTation." 
ExoDUB xv. 2. — *' The Lord is become my saliratioiL'' 
Isaiah xii. 2. — " Behold, God is my salvation ; I ivill 
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my 
strength and my song ; He also is become my salvation." 

A state of salvation is indeed a truly blessed state. 
Rightly understood, it includes deliverance from 
sin and Satan, as well as pardon and everlastiiig 
life. Various figures are employed in the Holy 
Scriptures to set forth all the blessings it involyes. 
It is rest to the weary; food for the hungry; 
liberty to the captive; clothing for the naked; 
health and healing for the diseased ; strength for 
the weak ; riches for the poor ; and, in short, the 
one thing needful for man. All this Ohrist is to 
xxB, and the Bible teaches us to regard Him not 
only as our Savionx, \)u\> ^ o\a ^»!c^%idon» Many 
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Christians seem to regard salvation only as a state 
fxt mind arising from understanding and believing 
ike doctrines of Christ. But it is something more 
than this. It is a real union of the soul with 
Ohrist. Christ Himself becomes our salvation. 
The doctrines of Christ are designed to lead us to 
a personal reception of Christ Himself to dwell 
within our hearts, to rule over us, and thus to 
become our salvation. 

Christ has done all that is essential to enable 
Qim to become salvation unto us. By His atone- 
ment, once offered, He has satisfied justice — ^the 
utmost demands of the law — and opened up the 
way for our honourable reception to pardon and 
fevour. By His Holy Spirit He comes to us and 
convinces us of our need of this salvation ; convicts 
us of sin ; converts us from it, and gives us the 
earnest of everlasting life in our hearts ; and above 
all, bestows Himself upon us as willing to dwell 
within us, and to be united to us for ever. 

One very cheering aspect of this truth is, that it 
is our privilege to have a present realization of this 
blessing. Many think of salvation only as some- 
thing far off in the heavens, which they must wait 
until the day of judgment to receive. But here 
we have Isaiah praising God, and saying, "Behold, 
God is my salvation." The Psalmist likewise says, 
" The Lord is become my salvation." The Bible 
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everywhere exhibits to us a present salvation. It 
tells us of a present pardon for our sins ; of rest, 
peace, and joy that are to be realized now ; of light 
and life for our present enjoyment. All who 
realize this will abound in heartfelt, joyous praise 
to God. Thus the Psalmist, "The Lord is my 
strength and song, and is become my salvation." 
So also Isaiah xii. 2, " Behold, God is my salva- 
tion ; I will trust, and not be afiraid : for the Lord 
Jehovah is my strength and my song ; He also is 
become my salvation." There is much in that 
expression, "I will trust, and not be afraid." 
"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear ? The Lord is the strength of my 
life ; of whom shall I be afraid P " " And in that 
day thou shalt say, Lord, I will praise thee: 
though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away, and thou comfortedst me." 

In this spirit of joyous trust what dif&culty is 
there that cannot be overcome ? What duty that 
cannot be performed? What temptation that 
cannot be resisted P 

Beloved reader, have you yet advanced to the 
knowledge and belief of this great truth ? Can 
you say with Isaiah, "Behold, God is my salva- 
tion " ? If not, let me beseech you now to receive 
Him, and to believe in Bim ^ ^wii salvation. 
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*' Neither is there salvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men 
"w^hereby we must be saved." 

All your attempts to secure salvation by works, 
by experiences, by good frames or feelings, will be 
utterly vain. "The bed is shorter than that a 
man can stretch himself on it, and the covering 
narrower than that a man can wrap himself in it." 
In whatever advanced stage of Christian experi- 
ence you may be, all your attempts at self-justifica- 
tion are as vain now as at the first. Christ alone 
is all your salvation. Even now you can only come 
to Him just as you are, a helpless, guilty, undone 
sinner, and beseech Him to be your salvation. 
But you must come to Him as a little child ; hav- 
ing nothing, but willing to receive all from Him. 

Thus, when weak, you will become strong ; when 
poor, you will be rich; because the Lord Jesus 
Christ will Himself become your salvation. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 



THE KESURBECTION. 



John v. 21. — " As the Father raiaeth up the dead 
quiokeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth who: 
wiU." 
John xi. 25. — " I am the Resurrection." 
Phil. hi. 10. — " That I may know Him, and the ] 
of His resurrection." 

Death is always solemn, sometimes terrible. I 
through fear of it are all their life long subje 
bondage. But such, however they may ack 
ledge the truth that Christ is the resurrectioi 
the life, cannot have understood it ; they ca 
have a deep spiritual apprehension of it ; they 
never received the enlightenment the Holy G 
would give them concerning Christ in this rela 
We want to understand the spiritual meanir 
Christ's resurrection, aaA. oi G^m^* ^& the resu 
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tion. Just as St. Paul says, ^'That I may know 
Bim, and the power of His resurrection." We 
feel no doubt concerning the fact of Christ's resur- 
rection, but have we folly understood it P Do we 
know its power P Are we acquainted with Christ 
as the resurrection P We want to see our relation 
to that fact, and to Him in it ; that our connexion 
^th Him is such, that because He rose we must 
rise ; that He conquered death for us ; that as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 

Just as the disciples, to whom Christ appeared 
in His resurrection body had a difficulty in recog- 
nizing Him, so have we now. We want to advance 
to the yet higher knowledge of Christ as our 
spiritual resurrection. When we become united to 
Him, He raises the soul from spiritual death. We 
want ourselves to die the death of sin, and Christ 
will then be the spiritual resurrection unto us. He 
will raise us out of that death into spiritual life. 
That St. Paul had this deep spiritual apprehension 
of Christ as the resurrection is evident from the 
connexion in which these words occur: " That I may 
know Him, and the power of His resurrection." The 
previous verses speak of this death : the death of 
self, of self-will, of self- desire. "But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 
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the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord." He both had known Christ as the resur- 
rection ; he knew Him then, and he wanted to 
know Him still. He must know Christ continiLally 
as his resurrection. So must we also. And if 
Christ is thus known to us — ^if He is thus realized 
by us, we shall have by this consciousness of what 
He is to us now, every fear allayed about death and 
concerning the future. If He thus raises my soul 
now from spiritual death, I know He will raise my 
body. With this high conscious enjoyment of 
spiritual life— of Jesus as my resurrection, can I 
fear the death of the body ? Assuredly not. Let 
it come when it may, how it may, it is under 
the control of Jesus. He has conquered it for me. 
It is now only His messenger to draw me yet nearer 
to Him. I fear it not. All is well with me. He 
says, "He that believeth on me shall never see 
death." This revelation of Jesus to us will not 
only allay all our fears respecting our own state, 
but will also give us great comfort with respect to 
our bereaved relations and friends who are dear to 
us. The keys of the gates of death are in the 
hands of Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life. Not one can pass those portals but He per- 
mits ; not one can be lost; He will restore them all. 
They are not dead, they sleep in Him ; they rest 
in His bosom; they are watched over by His 
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omniscience ; — His honor^ His word^ His very being 
are all engaged to restore them ; and they will be 
restored. The sea shall give up its dead. " All 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice^ and 
shall come forth.'' 

Dear reader, do you know Christ thus as the 
resurrection P Have you embraced Him in this 
relation? Have you thus looked to Jesiis when 
gloomy thoughts have come over you about death — 
about your own death or the death of your friends? 
In spiritual death, and all the despondency and 
darkness arising from it, have you turned to Jesus 
as the resurrection P He is willing to come to you 
in this relation. He will chase away the coldness, 
the darkness, the surroundings of death from your 
mind by His own presence, just as He dispersed 
them when He pleased from His own tomb, causing 
light and glory to take their place. Nothing can 
withstand His powen The thick shades of sin He 
can dispel ; the darkness of despair He can make 
light. He can extricate you from the depths of 
sorrow and distress. Just as He stood by the grave 
of Lazarus and awakened him, and just as He will 
stand at the last great day and awaken all, so will 
He awaken you now. He will call into action the 
dead spiritual powers within you. He will even 
now be to you the resurrection, if you will listen to 
His voice. "The hour is coming; and now is 

p 
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when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear shall live." Jesus has 
been speaking to you. His still small voice you 
have often heard. Listen to it now ; obey it now, 
and you shall live and participate in the glorious 
and perfect resurrection. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 



ALL AND IN ALL. 



Col. III. 11. — *^ Christ is all and in all." 

Gal. VI. 14.—" But God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

1 Cor. X. 81. — "Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 

The Bible has throughout one object in view, to 
reveal a living Saviour to lost man. Its histories, 
laws, prophecies, messages, poetry, arguments, all 
bear upon this great truth. No one can attentively 
peruse the sacred pages without perceiving that 
Christ is all and in all in the Bible. It is only as 
we look at its contents through Christ we can 
see clearly its great meaning. He is there set 
before us in different aspects and relations, that we 
may know Him and beHeve in Him as all and in 
all. So is it with the Christian religion, Christ is 
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its centre. He is the all and in all of Gliristiamty. 
All the doctrines and truths of onr religion acquire 
a deeper interest and meaning as they are viewed 
in the light of Christ's person. 

So Christ should be all and in all in our experi- 
ence and life. We are His creatures ; it is but 
right He should enter into all our life. Omniscieiit, 
omnipresent^ He knows all our life. Onmipotent, 
He can and does control our life. It is ours to 
recognize this ; to believe in Him as being all and 
in all ; to make Him thus consciously to ourselves 
the all in all of our experience. Jesus is intensely 
anxious to be known and recognized thus by us. 
He is slighted, injured^ grieved, insulted, when He 
is not. If He is not all in all to you, yours is a 
Christless, Godless, hopeless life. 

But in the experimental realization of this re- 
lationship there is more involved than may at first 
sight appear. To make Christ the all and in all, 
implies that we yield all our will up to Him, and 
entirely in all things submit to BKs guidance. Our 
thoughts and affections all are to be given to Him. 
Our lot and pathway in life. Our engagements, 
our prospects, our desires, must be yielded up to 
Him. It is to say in affliction, bereavement, or 
sorrow, " Thy will be done." It is to have the 
conviction, God has done it ; that He is ordering 
our steps in life. It is to look up to Him con- 
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tinually as our all and in all, while we stand ready 
to obey when we ask, " Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do P '' '^ All my springs are in thee/' 

God often tries us as He tried Abraham, to see 
whether He is our all and in all. He tries us, not 
that He Himself may gain the knowledge, for He 
is an omniscient Being, and knows all things, but 
for our sakes, that He may in this way give us to 
know the true state of the case. Trial often brings 
this before us more powerfully than anything else. 
God knows where and when to touch the apple of 
the eye, and often by depriving us of the idol. He 
proves to us we love the earthly object more than 
we love Him, and that thus He is not all and in 
all to us. 

Thus, it will be seen, this relation of Christ aims 
a death blow at self, at sin, and at all forms of 
selfishness and selfish love. Christ all and in all. 
It destroys self-will, self-trust, and self-conceit It 
humbles the soul before God. It makes us deeply 
conscious of our own weakness. It leads everyone 
who realizes this relation to say and and feel, '' I 
have no good in myself; I have, when left to 
myself, no disposition to think a good thought ; I 
cannot advance one step in the Christian life of 
myself; blessed Jesus, be thou all and in all to 
me." 

But this is the great conflict of the Christian life: 
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to humble, nay, to crucify self^ and to exalt Christ ; 
or, rather, to place self in its proper position and to 
suJQfer Christ to take His rightful place in our hearts 
which self, sin, and Satan have usurped, so that 
He may at all times reign over us as our all and in 
all. This is a hard lesson to learn. It may cussume 
ten thousand different forms, but the germ of the 
difficulty is here. To overcome it we mu^ learn to 
make self nothing, and Christ all in all. When 
we have a little joy, a few triumphs or successes in 
the Christian life, often we inwardly gratulate our- 
selves, and say, ^' I am getting a good Christian ; I 
think I shall do now." Rather should we say, 
" Christ has begotten some good desires in me, and 
has given me a measure of success ; let me learn 
from this to cleave closer to Him that He may be 
all and in aU to me." When we have arrived at 
this point, we are in a state in which we can be 
blessed, because we have fulfilled the conditions. 
Hence, no experience is more truly blessed than 
that where Christ is made the all and in all of our 
life. The believer who has learnt this lesson, is 
indeed blessed, and as one calmly fixed upon an 
immovable rock. He can say, " Christ is my 
justification, not self, and what He has done saves 
me. In my desire for a sense of pardon, for the 
enjoyment of peace, it is not what I am, what I 
feel, or what I can do, but it is ^hat Christ has 
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done, and what Christ is to ihe that brings me these 
blessings. Let the thought of this stay my 
ambitious feverish desires. Let me have a higher 
view of Christ, that I may see Him as all my 
satisfaction. Let me so know Him that in my 
temptation He may be my defence ; in my dark- 
ness, my light ; in sorrow, my joy; in despond- 
ency, my hope; in Christian attainments and 
advances, in prayer and communion with God, in 
patient waiting upon and in active work for God, 
He may be my all and in all. 
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